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MACKENZIE VALLEY PIPELINE INQUIRY 
(a) CANADIAN ARCTIC GAS PIPELINE LIMITED FOR A i 


RIGHT-OF-WAY THAT MIGHT BE GRANTED ACROSS 


| 
IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS BY EACH OF iB 
CROWN LANDS WITHIN THE YUKON TERRITORY AND 


THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES; and L 
(b) FOOTHILLS PIPE LINES LTD. FOR A RIGHT-OF-WA ,* 


THAT MIGHT BE GRANTED ACROSS CROWN LAND 4 
WITHIN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF A PROPOSED MACKENZIE VALLEY PIPELINE 


and 


IN THE MATTER OF THE SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC 
IMPACT REGIONALLY OF THE CONSTRUCTION, OPERATION 
AND SUBSEQUENT ABANDONMENT OF THE ABOVE PROPOSED 
PIPELINES 


a 


LSE SELES TBE EEE 


(Before the Honourable Mr. Justice Berger, Conmissioner) 





Fort Simpson, N.W.T. : 
September 9, 1975 ig 
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Fort Simpson, N.W.T. 
September 9, 1975. 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we'll 
call the hearing to order this afternoon, ladies and 
gentlemen, 

Mr, Bonnetrouge, I understand 
you are going to be our interpreter today. Would you 
swear Mr. Bonnetrouge in as our interpreter? 

JOACHUM BONNETROUGE, sworm as interpreter: 

THE COMMISSICNER: Chief Antoine, I understand 
you and the members of the Band Council will be speak- 
ing this afternoon. Could we swear you in now then 
before we begin? CHIEF ANTOINE, resumed: 


BAND COUNCIL, sworn: 
You might translate what I'm 


THE COMMISSIONER: 
about to say, Mr. Bonnetrouge. 

Ladies and gentlemen, some of 
you may not have been at the hearing we held in the 
Community Hall yesterday, so I will tell you that I 
am Judge Berger and we are here to consider what you 
have to say about the proposals that have been made to 


build a pipeline up the Mackenzie Valley. 


The representatives of the 


pipeline companies are here today because I have invited 


them to come to listen to what you have to say, and so 
that you can ask them any questions tnat you want to. 

| These ladies seated here are 
simply recording everything that is said today, so that 
‘neee will be a permanent written record of this hear- 


ing at LaPointe Hall today. 
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Chief J. Antoine 


1) . These gentlemen up on the 

2) stage are with the C.B.C. and they broadcast in English 
3 and the native iain te eibs over the Northern Network each 
7 day; the other people you see over there are represen- 


} tatives of the press from Southern Canada and they are 
6| here to listen to what you have to say as well. 
7 | The hearing here therefore is 


to allow me to know what you think about the proposal 


| 

re 9 

| to build a pipeline through the Mackenzie Valley. 
10 That's why I am here, to listen to you. 
12 | 
12 | CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE, resumed: 
cS THE COMMISSIONER: Chief 
14 Antoine, if you wish to begin you may. 
1S | THE WITNESS: Yes, first of 
Lé | all I'd like to thank you, Mr. Justice Berger, for 
17 | coming here to Simpson to listen to the people, and 
18] especially to come here today to listen to the Dene, 
19 | our version of how we think about the pipeline and 
20 | everything else that's related to the pipeline. 
21 | I'd also like to comment that 
22 | we as Dene people from Simpson haven't been heard by 

| 
23] anybody else except for the last few months, and I 
24 think this is the first and last time that a hearing of 
25 | this sort is going to happen to us. SO we are going 
26 to be speaking to you today about the feelings of how 
27 | we feel about the pipeline and other related problems 
28) that come through the pipeline. 
29 | This seems to be our one and 

| 


only chance to speak oyt, so we'll try to tell you the 
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4 American gas going to the States, the Canadian gas 
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BURNABY 2, 8.C. 


Chief J. Antoine 
A. Workma:: 




















1 best way we can about how we feel. I don't have any 

ey fancy speeches or anything like that because what I'm 

3 going to say is Beets inside of me, what's inside my . 

4 | head and also what's inside my person, what I believe 

4 in and how I see the situation. Other members of the 

6 | Band will also be speaking to you about how they feel 

7 and see afew situations, 

i) To begin with, I'd like to : 

J ask the oil companies, Foothilis' representative and | 
i Gas Arctic representative to explain again what they | 
| exaiaived yesterday, this time with an interpreter, | 
12 | THE COMMISSIONER: All right. | 
13 That's a good idea. Mr. Workman, do you want to take 
14] that seat there where Mr. Jackson is sitting? There's 
5 a Microphone there. / 
16 | MR. WORKMAN: Canadian Arctic 

17 | Gas has put forth a proposal to transport gas from 

| the Arctic to the south, The gas that we are looking | 
ag at is American gas that has been discovered in Alaska | 
20 | and Canadien ‘ane in the delta, ‘The American gas from | 
Zt Alaska would join with the Canadian gas from the delta | 
22 at a point, you see on the map just south of Inuvik, | 
23 the combined gasés would go up the Mackenzie Valley | 
ae on the east side of the Mackenzie River through a 48~ | 
25 inch -- that's a 4-foot diameter -- pipeline to a point | 
26 | just about six miles upstream of Fort Simpson, where it 
27 would cross the Mackenzie to continue down into Alberta, 
28 | at which point it would be divided, part going west | 
29 and part going east, and part going to the States; | 

| 
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A. Workman 


| going to Eastern Canada, : 


Now, I'd like to make sure that. 

















3| everybody understands that when we talk about gas, we | 
| don't mean gasoline, It's not the gas that you put in | 
| your automobiles, in your kickers; this is a gas that's | 
6 something like the air, it blows through the pipe just | 
” like the wind would blow through the pipe. It is not 

8 a liquid. I hope I'm making this clear that it's not | 
>| a liquid like gasoline, it's a vapor just like the | 
Lo air, a vapor that burns. | 
11 Now the pipeline that we pro- | 
12| pose to build would go through a lot of country that 
13| is frozen as permafrost. This is sort of critical 
14] material to build a pipeline in, in that if the perma- | 
| frost were to be allowed to thaw out, there could be | 
bay problems with the land moving and so on, problems that 
17 I'm sure you are well aware of in your experience with 
18 permafrost, | To make sure that this doesn't happen | 
19 with the pipeline, the gas will be refrigerated after : 
” every station where it's compressed, every pumping | 
| station, every place where we push the gas along we | 
22 | will refrigerate the gas, we'll cool it so that it will 
a3 not be of a temperature that will affect the permafrost. 
24 The pipe carrying this gas will be | 
25 | buried under the ground so that when the construction is 
26 completed there will be no pipe visible except for | 
27 these compressor stations which will be spaced about | 
28 every 50 miles. - There will be one compressor station 
29 





about six miles from the other side of the river here 


| 
30} at Fort Simpson. The rest of the line between these 
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A. Workman 
J. Ellwood 


compressor stations will be completely covered 
re~seeded, and probably would make this almost 
but with vegetation growing on it. 

When the construction 
shed and we start moving gas through the line, 


| 

| 

| 

| Dele 

| have a district office located in Fort Simpson 
: : : P 

| will lock after the operating of the line from 
| 


around Wrigley down to the 60th Parallel. 


2617 


over, | 
a roadway, 


} 
| 


is fini- 


we will | 


which | 


somewhere) 


| 
| 
This office | 
! 
| 
} 


9 | Will employ eventually about 60 or 70 people. There 


10 | will be more than that initially, but after all the | 
1) equipment gets working properly there will probably be 
a 65 people employed directly on the line in Fort Simpson. 
13 | These will all be northerners if at all possible; we | 
vei will, in fact we are at this moment through the Nortran | 
ai Training Program training northerners to take over all 
eal functions in the operating of these stations and if they 
17! are not completely trained by the time it comes on- 

a stream, training will continue so that all positions | 
| can be filled by northerners. 

sa If there are any other 

| questions regarding the Canadian Arctic Gas proposal, 

a9 I'm sure there will be an opportunity later for anyone : 
of) to delve into that area. the meantime I think | 
oH maybe Foothills should have an opportunity to describe | 
25 their project. | 
54 | MR. ELLWOOD: My name is John | 
= Ellwood and I am representing Foothills Pipe Lines. | 
23| ' The project which we have 
29 applied to build here would be a 42-inch pipeline | 
30 | running from the Mackenzie Delta to the Alberta-B.C. | 
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| that it is anall-buried pipeline, the only parts that are 


J. Ellwood 


boundary where it would connect with the existing pipe- 
line facilities in Alberta and British Columbia. Our 
proposal does not'‘include any provision to ship gas fron 
the American fields in Prudhoe Bay, 

In addition to that main pipe- 
line to ship the delta gas to markets in Southern Canada, 
we have included in our proposal a series of smaller 
lateral lines to bring the natural gas into ll different, 


communities in the Mackenzie Valley and Great Slave 


area for use as a home heating fuel, 


e 


The pipeline which we have 


proposed is similar to what Mr. Workman has described in 


above-ground are in the compressor station yard. There 





will be 17 of these compressors located along the line, 
they are spaced approximately 50 miles apart. 

The gas in our pipeline would 
also be chilled or refrigerated to prevent melting of 
the permafrost in the northern sections of the line. 

This project would require 
a 3-year construction schedule, the first year being 
involved in activities such as the opening of the gravel | 


borrow sources, construction of some access roads, 


clearing of the line; the second and third years of 


construction would be the actual laying of the pipe in 
the ground. 

We are proposing to have a 
major district operations office here in Fort Simpson. 
This office would employ 91 people on a fujl-time basis 


and those personnel would be built up over a six-year 
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Chief J. Antoine 


period starting from when the pipeline is in operation. 

As Mr. Workman mentioned, 
we are currently. training northern people to fill these 
positions through the Nortran program, of which we are 
one of the sponsoring companies. 

That is a very brief description 
of our project, and I'll be happy to answer any other 
questions you may have, 

CHIEF ANTOINE : Thank you. 

Now I'd like to tell you about | 
a brief history, the Dene version of a brief history 
of Fort Simpson. 

Before 1921 people used to 
live off the land along the rivers and if you go along 
the river you'll still see cabins, and people are still 
using these cabins today and this is where the people 
used to live. Life was hard but it was healthy and it 
was good and clean. There were many hardships that 
my forefathers encountered at that time. The people 
were honest, respectful of one another, and they treated 
each other with respect, 

My people at that time were a 
nation, They had their own leaders, they had elders 
who gave direction, they had learned men who knew how 
to cure people, and give good directions to the 
people, so that they could continue living off the land. 

There was game and fish, plants 
and berries as food to make the people grow, and life 
eas good, and only the strong and the smart survived, 


I feel that my people were a nation at that time and 
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today we're still saying that we're a nation. We're 

the Dene nation. We are the Slavey people here and we're 
part of this nation. I think we were a nation at the 
time because the country of Canada in 1921 signed a 
peace treaty with us, Treaty ll, and there are still 

old members of my Band today who were alive at that 

time and who are still alive today, who tell me that 
that first treaty was a peace treaty, and now the 
government is saying that the land was ceded over to the 


Crown 4asS the result of the signing of the treaty. 


| 
s H 


But I say that the government is lying-~ana the govern- 
ment has cheated the people, and now they're stealing | 
the land. We all feel as Dene people that this land 

is still our land, and since 1921 as Chief and Band 
Council we speak for the people, the treaty people, 

and a lot of the non-status and Metis, because they 

are our relatives, they are our brothers and our 
sisters, So it doesn't matter if there are 1,500 

in this town, the majority of the people who I think 

I speak for are the permanent residents of this commun- 


ity, not somebody who has just been here two years, 


three years, looking to make a fast buck and then going 
home. 

The treaty was signed 54 years | 
ago, and on the Dene side we respected and honored Pie. | 
treaty, That is why there are so many white people | 
here today, because we respected and honored that treaty. 
But it's like a history that you never hear of or read 
in the history book, 


The older members of my Band 
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Chief J. Antoine 


are telling me that the government is cheating; they 


say the white man is lying and he's cheating. That is 


how come we're so poor. That was 54 years ago that 

the treaty was signed, and since that time there are 

more and more white people coming in; but until this | 
last 10-15 years in my own life-span, I'm a young man, | 
but within my own life-span I've seen a lot of changes | 
happen in Simpson, and these changes maybe were goed 
for the white man, but they were not good for Indian | 


people, 


é 





Members of the white community 
yesterday said this town is frustrated and they had a 
lot of fancy words, but we feel that we're more frustra- 
ted than anybody else in this town because we've been | 
Kicked around, discriminated against, and treated -- 
mistreated, and as leader of my people when I speak out | 


in this town I get personally attacked at public meetings » 


They don't seein to know that I'm speaking for my people. 
For a long time Indian people 
in Simpson haven't been speaking up but since last year 


a few of us realized that we're going to have to start 


speaking up, otherwise I don't know what's going te 
happen to us here in Simpson, 

But like I said, within the 
last 10-15 years things really started happening and. 
things were really changing, and a lot of people suffer- 


ed as a result of this changing, and the only people 


a 


who were suffering were the Indian people because —. 


i 
e 


we're born here, we live here and this is where we're 


going to die. The invaders who are coming into the 


i is Pines cae se es sewage 
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town are from the south, they've got their homes down 


about and I don't think -- I think we could decide 


Chief J. Antoine 


south, they've got their families down south, and they 


come here for two:‘or three years, they get on the 


Village Council and every time us Indian people want 


i 
I 


to do something for ourselves, they expect us to run | 
i 

. 

to them for their stamp of approval. I don't think it's, 
| 

that. By rights, since this is our land, and we 


still consider ourselves nations, and the Chief and 


Band Council is recognized officially, byrights what these 


white people should be doing is coming to the Chief and 


Band Council and telling us the things like what | 
they're doing in town and what they hope to set up. | 

When I say “the white people" | 
I don't talk about any individuals, I'm talking about | 
the white people in terms of representing the white | 
society, because that's what's happening. 


I've been chief for about 


¢ 
a 


year, and along with my councillors we recognize that 
we have problems, we have hundreds and hundreds of 
problems as a result of what I've just explained to 
you. Yesterday somebody with a fancy speech had 

all the plans worked out for the Indian people for the 
pipeline, and that was a good speech but we as Indian / 
people, we think we're smart enough and intelligent 
enough and we know what's going on around us now, we 
are becoming aware of what really the white man is all 


| 
| 
| 


for ourselves how we want the future to be for ourselves! 


and for the young ones and the generations that are 


yet to come. We have to decide for ourselves as Indian 


| 
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Chief J. Antoine 


people to go ahead and do what we want. Thew’s many 
things that have been going on,have been going on in 
Simpson that Indian people disapproved of,but the white 
people in town here just went ahead and did it, but 
nobody spoke out because there's too much confusion 
among the Indian people within the last ten years, when 
white man's development and progress has come in. 

This development and progress 
to me is a white man's term, and the way I see peseries 
and development, it's just destruction of the native 
people's an of life, and it's destroying us aS a people. 
We realize all this. These are problems for Indian .people 
to recognize and face, and deal with ourselves, 

I think this is where the pipe- 
line fits in, because I understand that the two companies 
are going to go ahead if they get the licence with no 
regard to the Dene people's request for a land settlement 
before pipeline. I don’t want to agree wth that, I 
think that the pipeline companies should wait and respect 
the wishes of the people, the wishes of us Dene people 
who live here on this land, and what your progress and 
development will bring with this pipeline is more des- : 
truction. It's going to cause a lot more problems for 
Indian people. 

First of all, before we even 
‘accept it, we have to have a land claims, we have to have 
a land settlement to settle this question of who really 
owns the land, and to find out that the government is 
lying, to see if the land is really ceded over to the 


Crown. That is the first thing that has to happen before 
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we even think about accepting this pipeline, I'm not 
worried about the money or the jobs that this pipeline 
is going to give because as Indian people we don't 
think about the money. We think about the lives cf the 
people here because the way I see it, if this pipeline 
goes ahead, it's just going to destroy a lot of people, 
Lt 6 doang to kit. a’ LOR of people indirectly, it's 
going to turn -~ as it is it's a real problem, and I 
just don't think about what would happen with the pipe- 
line, All I'm saying is I don't want the pipeline to 
come in here because with the highway coming in in the 
last 5-6 years, it has changed Simpson altogether, ‘and 
a lot of problems arose out of this highway. If this 
pipeline comes through it's going to cause problems to 
be a hundredfold more. We're the people who live here 
and we're the people who are going to suffer. I think 
that my people are suffering enough without the pipeline. 

| Fort Simpson is a town which 
is about half native and half white, and it's a town 
that has a lot of tension, racial tension -~ well, the 
way I see it as Aleader, and the tension seems to be 
taken out on me every time I speak out. What I have 
said is really heavy words, but that's the way I feel. 
I'm not afraid of speaking out for my people. What I'm 
saying is from what members of my Band have told me, 
ena a few older people I know are more strong in words 
about what's going on now, a lot of them are but the 
way this town is, and they have to live here , I don't think 
any of them would be speaking out in this tone. 


But I'm not afraid of the 
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consequences because I really feel that what's going on 
all around us as the native people in the north has to 
change. A lot of things have to change for us because 

for example, over the year as Chief I have tried a number 
of things and I found out a number of things about the 
govexnment and how it works; and every time we try to 

do something, within the system, the white democratic 
system, it don’t seem to work for us, as Indian people. 
We tried it, we tried to use it, it don't work for us. 

The reason why I sound bitter 
is because I've experienced this, and because of my 
efforts I'm attacked by the non-native. We've tried 
the system and we're getting really frustrated, We're 
going to keep on trying to use the system until we get 
frustrated enough that we're going to try changing it. 
I think that's where it's directed, that's where it’s 
going. I would stand with my brother from Good Hope 
that he would lay down his life for what he believes in, 
and I feel the same way. There's a lot of us young 
people who feel the same way. 

This is what I wanted to say 
about what has gone on in the past and what is going on 
today; but then we also think, and I've talked with 
people about the future and right now the way it's going, 
like I said, it doesn't look too good. But then we have 
to think of our young people and what we're trying to 
do today is always with that thought in mind so that the 
future would be a lot better for the young people than 
it is for us here today. 


But to build a pipeline and 







nl rf i. 

ee n 3 nd : : -) ii 

Se i. ala | 

recur hintine Sie ype. a 2 &. 
; , ls 

* 














eid sale opie to ae es Pa | 
os ya7 ow anid vxeve Sem <yaisow 2% wor bine 
okitercongh aside oot meters aid gaat tw 
elgosy asiGNi, ex at’ tot RW OF meme 200d aR 
a 203 Son D' aop 2d ft Sap Os bere, aw .2t bedst of a 
igpsic bavoa I. Yl adesst’ eft we 
ya to sarvshed brs’ , @isi2 boudiehawpea ov'l aeusced ae i 
beixs ov'ov ,avizer-nom ef? yd bedoesda act essodte — 
es ' bw hide Sszaur yitses ertedop ea'ew bas maseye ond ¥ts 
gap ow livav mejaye sf) set od patyzs no qeed oF patop 4 
wn Otivdsio 45 oF eo stew tedd deuone besexdeus? 
B'3i Sisdw «' dacs eres ts a's exodw a aedd xniay t 
$40 LUG) «632. Sengerd wm af ay, nese Dieae z -patop if 
(Hs ZavS io) Si Jew 708 Siatl ~@fd awe yal Bivow ef dads | bi 
Savoy acto. FOES stoned yew nse pris feo? I bas vs 
-\ew sme sit Les ow elqoag. | 05 
YSe bo? badadw P serne el, etar at ic 
no pitop 6h So 36h St nk 9o Smo aah seine suede | 33 
94” bodes SVT pas \AhiAS Onks we aadd ——_ 
(UNtSp B'FL YAW Srid Wow srigts bas wav? nas ofqned 


eva sw devs soe bade cor Bop! + agegh 4 ynlen B's 
Manger habs atts Sane 






















| ed 


tJ 


eo ne 


2626 


Chief J. Antoine 


the social destruction it's going to cause among my 
people, and I can't agree with that pipeline. Environ- 
mentally too, I can't see how it's going to work, because 
who are better environmentalists than Indian peopie who 
have used the land all their lives? The people tell 
me what's going to happen in the muskeg and the river 
crossings, and things like this, and the power of the 
ice on the river, and the power of the water itself, 
it's strong and I don't see how environnentally it's 
going to be good for the environment. I just could only 
see it destroying the environment. I'm concerned about 
the environment, too, because a lot of Indian people 
in the Northwest Territories live off the land and if 
something happens that it doesn't work out according 
to the paper that the gas companies done immense study 
on, it's going to destroy the way of life, the livelihoods 
of a lot of peopk all over this north country, say if 
it broke about six miles from here on the river. 

During the construction of the 
pipeline, too, I see it destroying a lot of things, a 
lot of destruction to the streams and to the environ- 
ment itself, and on the land; and the noise pollution 
which I think is going to drive the animals a lot further 
away from along the river. Since the highway come in 


there is hardly any game along the highway route, and 


with all this other exploration and things like that, 


it just drives the game away from the noise,and with 
these compressor stations, I understand they make a 
lot of noise, high-pitched noise, and this would drive 


the game away from the line, too. So I disayree with 
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it on the environmental pasis too. 


They say in Alaska where they're 


| building an oil pipeline right now that conditions in the 


towns along the route, the social conditions are really 
bad. Like the prices have skyrocketed, there is one 
place where the kids have to go to school 24 hours a 
day in two shifts, and they say close to here they're going 
to have 3-4,000 men. That's a two or three -year job 
so neve going to be bringing in their families. That 
would increase the population by 5,000, 6,000 people, and 
this would be good for the business men in this town 
because they would make money on these people but it 
would not be good for the Indian people who live here, 
because like I said, there's a lot of problems as it is 
and the whole situation in this town would change, too, 
and this would cause a lot more problems for Indian 
people. It's hard for an indian person in this town. 
There's a few lucky ones, lucky native people, a lot of 
Dene people who have some sort of education and 

who are holding down jobs in the white society. These 
are the few lucky people. But then there is the majority 
of them who haven't gone to school and we used to live 
off the land until the changes started happening, and 


because of that tney can't go back on tne lainu vevuuse 


the prices are high as it is to obtain supplies to go 


‘in the bush, and the Hudson's Bay doesn't even have some 


of the supplies that they used to have in the past for 
native people to go-in the bush. 
So in this way the conditions 


are all against native people to turn back to the land. 
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BURNABY 2, B.c. | 


Chief J. Antoine i 


Ly There used to be a lot of dogs in this town, a lot of 

2) sled dogs, and in the last few years the R.C.M.P. and 

3 | people who shoot ‘dogs have wiped out all the sled dog 

4} population in this town because maybe the trapper wanted 
3 | to try the wage economy and left the dogs tied up, and 
6; get loose, and then they shoot them, they don't even put 
7; them in the pound. I know for a fact when last year a | 
| dog was shot in somebody's yard by the R.C.M.P. Things 
7 like that has been going on, but as the sled dog to ed a 
| back to the land, there's hardly any left in Simpson | 
| because of the people who were upholding the white | 
12! man's law of killing dogs. . 

be os As it is, the Town of Simpson 

14} split in half of white and Dene, and the first time I think in the 
i5; history of Simpson, two weeks ago, I sat down with the 

16, Chairman of Village Council and President of the Chamber 
of Commerce and this is the first time I ever heard of 

it happening at Simpson, Were the leaders of the white 

19; community, and myself as leader of treaty Indians, sit 

20; down and really talk about working together, of co- 

21|| operating. I think it's a good idea because I think 

22} the white people are here to stay. But then we have to 

23 | co-operate if they're going to stay, but then it's going 
24) to have to be a mutual co-operation, I think, Before 

5 | that ever happens I think all this prejudice and discrim- 
26 |° ination has to be settled by recognizing the differences 

' and respecting that difference, and treating each other 

as equals, But then they have to understand native 

28 | people. What I'm saying here, I think, this is the first 


30 | time it's ever been brought out in public akout what I've 
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Chief J. Antoine 
D. Modeste 


said. That is all I have to say, so I thank you for 
listening. 

The members of our Council I 
think are going to say a few words, and different members 
of the Band, wussi. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


DANIEL MODESTE, sworn: 
THE COMMISSIONER: Your name, 
sir? 
THE WITNESS: Daniel Modeste, 
THE COMMISSIONER: 
Thank you. Go ahead, ‘sir. 
THE INTERPRETER: 
ge Fe eT eR a Wee Oy oy A 8 
about the treaty and what happened at the first treaty 
here around Fort Simpson. I was approximately 17 years 
old at the time, and the treaty party landed in a scow, 
At the time there was no kickers, so they were using 
oars and Neal aa: We were living in tents at the time 
and I remembered Albert Norwegian's dad or Albert Norwe- 
gian's grandfather being invited to come down to see 
the treaty party. The treaty party had along an 
interpreter by the name of Jimmy Sibbeston, and the 
party said, "We want to give you money," and the old man 


said, “What for?" 


ti think if I can interpret 


right, he said, "We want to help you fix up your land 


and we'll give you things so that your life could be 
better." By "things" he probably meant supplies yearly. 
To this day I have seen no 


supplies come in that is going to be of benefit to the 
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D. Modeste 


Indian, and to this day you don't see an Indian try to 
pull something like that on anybody. We see a lot of 
freight come down by barge, referring, to N.T.C.L., Kap's 
Transport. You don't see any Indian name on the amount 


of freight that comes in, the tonnages, you don't see 


an Indian name written on the crate. That sort of thing 
you don't see an Indian do, that is trying to fool 
somebody else, | 

At the first encounter with the | 
treaty party they wanted to give him money, but the old 
man, Norwegian and the old man, Antoine, refused; but 
after a few days they accepted the money, 

Then according to Daniel Modeste, 
he thinks that old man Modeste and old man Antoine did 
not receive -- did not accept the money because they 
didn't understand what the treaty party was all about. 
But he feels and thinks that somebody else did accept 
treaty money, ae made treaty. 

The first treaty party promised 


a lot of things and to this day I have seen with my own 


“two eyes the neglect or the -- there was just no help 


given to the Indians, and through his experiences, I 
guess, he saw how the government refused to help out 
the poor, So he's referring to the poor getting poorer, 


‘ 
‘ 


and all of this he has heard being talked about at the 


first treaty, and to this day he has seen a lot of 


promises broken when they had that first treaty. 
Referring to the promises and 
the broken promises to this day, when is this going to 


end, because with my own eyes and through my experiences 
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D. Modeste 
J. Sanguez 


I have seen where the Indian people have been neglected 
because there was no help or assistance given to them 
by the government; and I've seen two young abled men 
kill themselves, actually they're dead now because they 
had no jobs and they didn't have anything to eat or 
they were very poor, so they did go to the government 
~- he's probably referring to a social welfare worker -- 
and he was told, "You're able bodied so there's nothing 
we can do for you," and in that sort of a way I've seen 
two young men kill themselves. 

; The white man always made 
money on this land and after they've made their money 
you don't see them, you don't hear about them any more 
because they're not here any more, While they are 
making or once they have started making money and are 
going good, they forget who helped them make that money, 
and that’s forgetting the poor Indian people, I guess, 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


JAMES SANQUEZ, sworn: 
THE COMMISSIONER: What's your 


name to begin with? . 
TARO TSSORPROTER: Jimmy Sanaquez.! 


THE COMMISSIONER: GO anead, 


Sire 


THE INTERPRETER: Referring to 
the past and the treaties and the conditions, he says 
Since recently with some education the younger people 
have begun to work and have begun to fulfil some of the 


needs of the Indian people. A long time ago when treat- 
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J, Sanquez 


ies and promises were made, the white man probably des- 
troyed the papers that were signed and in that sense 

it wasn't tetacereted correctly to them so that they 
could understand, and at that time the older people 
Since they were considered real bushmen, didn't understand 
the white man's theories and ways of manipulating, I 
guess. He says the papers that were signed and that 
were interpreted were probably burned, probably torn 
apart and burned by the treaty party at the time. But 
these days things are getting a little bit better, 

the younger ones are getting more educated and they're 
learning more about the white man's ways, so things 
recently have begun to be a little -- have begun to get 
a little bit better. . 

But we still have one difficulty 
because these younger people that have learned some of 
the white man's ways are not being listened to. 

As far as the pipeline is 
concerned, we are worried because a lot of us still 
live off the land and when you talk about technology 
and pipeline, we don't know too much about it because 
we are worried about the animals, because the animals 
live directly off the land -~ its plants, lichen, and 


other materials that they liwe off, and that sort of 


a way, it's sort of a cycle that the Indians live off 


the land and the animals live directly off the land, 
that is why we are worried and want protection for our 
land. 

Referring to the pipeline 


river crossings, we are worried about that, too, about 


yrds aul oe bie 
wttionn Yaka ath rast fn at 3 
gAatetebne 5’ sutekts jeer ae ‘ion " Servebtane om f sonia 
OY patel ainem 36 oun bas ashtoods 2" anes way ont 
trig Sus bemte orew gad’ evegag etfs eyes out _ seeaup 
trot civedgsg .Bereed yidsedorq erow bosorquagat oiew 
wuS = .omls edd oe Ysteg Yaeexst ods yd benwd Ons 22098 





seutod oid aftoil 6 paiadep ets epalds eyeb enemy 


at'vars bas basecubes sine ynitsep exa seno saQAUOY edd 
epniclt on  evew e'rem etidw ecty guods exom painzaal 
dep of paiwed ovad -- sftdrl 6 ed oF anped evad ylsneces 
. -reized sid slzsil & 

éiivosteih ono sve Cliste ow Sel : | 
tc ciy,2 Soteosd svar ted7 etqoeq tepnyey odentd seunzad 
» beaadell preted gor ets eysaw ae gam egidw eg 

eiiieaig ent) 6 1202 ‘as 

if4j2 av 46 fel « eexsanad hekavow ete aw ,Berteoaso 
ypolonmlse: Suede 3is4 coy fisdw bas bast eff Blo evil 
Saucoo% $2 9008 deem oof woud 3! nob sw ,enifegiq ing 
elemins of2 senspedl. .sleatias of2 tgods beiavow 15 6w 
ori, .ostoM Veraslq <¢t —OGiel ed B20 avil 
to stde aady Bea ,2t0 weit orks seas stefto 






tio: evil apeib cz: wae eae: alone to saw at) shes 








‘7 HEPORTING L 2633 


Wa ast od ee f 


J. Sanquez 
Mle wen Vk 


the river and its magnificence andpower, I guess every 
springtime when the ice goes,and also in the summertime 
when we have forest fires. What would happen if we had 
a big forest fire and the pipeline was only a few feet 
underneath it? Thats all I have to say sor now. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) ' 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think maybe 
we'll take a 10-minute adjournment and then come back, 


We can adjourn for ten minutes and have a cup of coffee 


and stretch our legs, and then we'll come back again, 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT), 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, ladies 
and gentlemen, we'll call our hearing to order again 


and hear from the other members of the Council and from 


others. 

MRS. VIOLET CLI, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: My name is Violet 
Cin. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
Myre Cli. 


Mr, Scott, would you see if 
you can persuade the children to keep the noise down? 


Sorry, go ahead, 


THE INTERPRETER: My name is 
Violet Cli. I can speak English quite well but I'll 
address you in Slavey. 


Ever since I was a child I have 
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Mrs... Ve Ciz 
L. Norwegian 


heard many things, particularly when my grandfather spoke 
to us, he spoke of white man's coming and their promises 
and what they had said to us, and I see that they come 
for meetings, promise a lot of things, go back, go back 
to where they came from and send letters and letters, 
but to this day things haven't materialized yet. 

Ever Since I was a child I 
have travelled and learned a lot from my parents. They 
took us in the bush and taught us a lot of things about 
the land. They taught us the way to live and the way to 
act in the bush ways. I will say only so much for 
now, Since I'm a bit shakey. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
Well, feel free later on to say anything you wish to. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


LEO NORWEGIAN, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: My name is Leo 
Norwegian of Fort Simpson. All my life I live Indian, 
aiso I live like white man too; but to make my story short 
the worst problem of this pipeline, they want to push 
the pipeline through -- pipeline company I mean I should | 
Say -- and us natives, we figure this is our land. 

As soon ~~ we've been discrimin- 


ated one another between pipeline outfit and native, but 


it's not us who are doing it; it's our government. As 


soon as we get our land settlement ~- I'm not speaking 
very good English -- and we can go to the pipeline people 
and say, "Sure we build a pipeline because it's most 


important to somebody elise in the south.” I seen that. 
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L. Norwegian 


I been working on a lot of 
construction in my time and I know what this means to 
a lot of people. It's not only native, it's going to 
be important to everybody's benefit. But we must respect 
for one another between white man and native. That's 
the most important thing. 

At the same time right now I 
got a program going, we got some money from -- who did 
we get money from? =-- Alcoholic Education, and I was 
elected president to go in the bush and train at least 
30 kids a year to live, how to live off the land, and 
we got to go back. My time is running out, not only me 
but the people the same age as me, our time is going to 
run out. Like the fine ones here sitting beside me, if 
our time ran out we'll forget all these people, how 
they used to live when we were young. So what we trying 
to do, Jimmy Sanquez and I, we trying to go out and take 
a bunch of kids and show them how our old people used to 
live. At the same time, all discriminated between 
pipeline and the native, it's not that, it's the 
government that since 1921 what they promise us, and 
never was "COrrect > 

If I owe somebody, I'll go to 
him and pay my debt back; but they never did, so that's 
what we're waiting for. As long as they pay us our 
debt, what they told our grandfather, our father, our 
mother, our grandmother, everything is going to be happy 
but at the same time we got to respect for one another, 
that's the only thing. 


Everybody criticizing one another 
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L. Norwegian 
B. Lafferty 


~- they criticize Liguer Store, bar, .it's not that « 
The people got to live with it, and we got to learn to 
understand one another. Many people, they criticize 
white man, Indian criticize white man and white man 
criticize Indian, But it's not that, we got to under- 
Stand one another and how to live together. We've got 
to live together. The white man's not going to go back 
outside and the Indian's going to .go back. north, No way. 
We got to live together, 

Thank you. 

THE. COMMISSIONER: Thank you, sir. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


BILL LAFFERTY, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: LP mr ps © i 
Lafferty, a member of the Territorial Council, born here 
at Fort Simpson, and I am presently resident here. 

} I have on many occasions looked 
upon the Inquiries and I have kept up to it, for not only 
political interests on hehalf of the constituency which 
I represent, but rather for my own personal interests 
and for the benefit of many people who have made their 
homes here, have taken root, and who have re~generated 
themselves in the history of the Northwest Territories, 


I am particularly concerned about those of us who are 


Metis people. I ama Metis, in spite of whatever you 


may call me. You may refer to me as an Indian, a native, 
or any other thing, but let me tell you my side of the 
story. 


I rather enjoyed what Mr, Leo 
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Norwegian had said, the brief remarks that he made; the 
simple fact remains that it's true, what he said, and 
that's all that's'important. 

I think in many instances many 
of us people in the north here that are reaching our 
middle years will honestly tell you that we did live a 
multi-cultural society here in the Northwest Territories, 
particularly here in Fort Simpson, which is the home of 
Many of the Metis people in the Pacific Northwest, in 
that there were many white people that migrated here 
many , init years ago dating back as long as 200 years, 

Of course, many of these people have taken Indian‘wives, 
for domestic and biological reasons, and in most instances 
they didn't just take just -- as Leo pointed out and 
somebody else pointed out -=- the weak, they picked out 

the better of the crop, and this is being continued today. 

By the same token, on the other 
side of the coin the white men that came to this country 
were not the scum of the earth, as the types that come 
in today, but rather the hardy and good people. Many 
of us in this Fort Simpson area that are Metis are 
descendants of the inter-action of people, whether they , 
be called French, Irish, or whatever they may be, or 
Slavey Indian. Of course, we have another thing that's 


happening today, that we are deteriorating in many 


ways -- socially, economically, and so on. 


I am not speaking to you today, 


Mr, Berger, in my official capacity, nor for political 


’ reasons. I am merely speaking to you as an individual 


person who regards himself to be Metis, and who takes 
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deep pride in the convictions of the people who I repre- 
sent. We have a history in the Northwest Territories 
that are founded'in the history books of Canada, We have 
away of life that is not Indian or white. We have many 
things about us that is unique in Canadian society. 
Many of us people in the Northwest Territories have 
given up our lives to help not only the white man but 
the Indian also, 

Of course, we talk about the 
Half-Breed Commission of 1921 which includes the treaty 
Indian Bogs We talk about a Dene nation in reference 
to Indian people; but really the term "Dene" in Slavey 
language, as I speak it, does not mean "Indian people", 
Tt means “any human being”. "Monla Dene", that means 
a white man. 

Looking back at the historic 
Side of the people, you will find that it is not only 
the Slavey Indian people or the people in the Northwest 
Territories that refer to themselves as "the people”, 
you will find the same terms applied to all native 
Indian people in America, particularly those Navajo 
Indians who refer to themselves as Dene, the same ! 
terminology or phraseology, whichever way you put it, 

We taik about education for 
native people. I for one have a reasonable education, 
I have attended many years of studies. I have travelled 
around the world, there are only about a dozen countries 
that I haven't seen in the world. I have worked with the 
Arab people, in all Arabian countries. I've been 


throughout Algeria right into Greece, I've known men such 
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as Mr, Arafat who is a P.L.Oijeader today, and men like 
that, (of that nature, and I am a native boy here. I can 
pitch my wits up against any white man that comes here 
and I could probably show him a thing or two,for that 
Matter many people, 

But I as a native person in 
my community am disregarded by my own people as to be 
inferior to the white intelligence. If there is anything 
that makes me angry, it's a few recent immigrants here 
telling us how to run our own lives. We are the people 
that originated here, 

But in spite of my emotional 
feelings toward social conditions, I have enough 
experience to realize that we must work together, live 
together, and if we have to die together, we must. What 
we are really doing here is we are creating a little 
racial war something like Ireland. Fortunately, it's 
not religious, in some cases; in some instances I have 
my doubts. 

Really what we are talking 
about is economics. It's really not a land question. 
Let me talk to you about my own viewpoints on the 
pipeline, I don't think that the pipeline is going to 
take too much land, I have personally guarded pipelines 
across the Sinai Desert and into Saudi Arabia from the 
City of Tripoli and Lebanon, and I have never yet to 
see pipelines taking any more than a few feet of land. 
The amount of land-required for the pipeline, as I 
consider it, is not as much as the land required hy the 


few farmers in this area alone, 
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Again if we go back into the 
history of the pipelines, I remember when I was at the 
Army Engineer's Camp in Chilliwack, the controversy over 
the natural gas pipeline from Fort St. John to Fort 
Good Hope -- or to Hope, B.C., and all this scare and all’ 
that had been created by the ecologists as to the land 
damage, and today we find there are more animals in these 
regions where the pipeline has gone through, and farms 
have flourished, So in that experience I over~rule the 
Fact that the pipeline will not do that much ecological | 
damage, | 

Secondly, the damage of people | 
coming in and what social impact this would have, I | 
think the damage has been done already, and it is time 
to do repairs and to take further -- to take action 
that would prevent further deterioration of a way of 
life that many people seem to be concerned about. That 
is the Indian arid Metis way of life, and they both must 
be protected, they both cannot be merged or assimilated. 
Just as much as the Indian people cannot be assimilated 
in a white community, I believe it is just as wrong for 
the Metis to be assimilated in an Indian community 
simply because many of us people that are Metis consider | 
ourselves to be Canadian, and as a Canadian I wore the 
uniforms of this country, I am a decorated man, a veter-_ 
an, and I did not do this for Indian people, I did this 
for the love of my country as a Canadian person, 

We look at -- I look upon the 
pipeline as an economic factor in our native society here 


in Fort Simpson, and when I say "native" I mean all those 
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kids who are supposedly white that are born here and their 
future. It would secure the kind of future development 
for our Community of Fort Simpson, which is in some 
instances called the "axle", but I look upon Simpson as 

being more than the axle, I look at Fort Simpson as the 
key to northern development. 

We talk about the spin-off 
effects of the pipeline at Fort Simpson and other communi-~ 
ties. Well, perhaps Simpson would benefit more from the 
spin-off, I don't know, I'm not an economist, I can't 
tell you; but I do know that if Fort Simpson grows, 
the surrounding communities of Fort Liard, Nahanni 
Butte, Trout Lake, Jean Marie River, Providence, Fort 
Wrigley, all these little communities will benefit from 
Fort Simpson's industrialization, and perhaps even 
further down the Mackenzie River. 

Of course, we have a population 
increase here aon’ the native Indian and Metis people. 

I am a man in my early 40's, and in my short lifetime 
I have seen the native population in Fort Simpson in- 
crease from a mere 100 to several hundred, All these 
young people today, and there are many sitting here, 
in the next few years will be married off and they in 
turn will have their families. Presently our native 
population in the Northwest Territories has expanded 
to a point where it can no longer be sustained by a 
trapping and hunting economy, lest we kill off all the 
animals; and of course, what are the ecologists going 
to say then? We would have to implement laws or 


legislate laws to keep the Indian from hunting 
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in order to preserve wildlife, 

The social impact of the pipe- 
line is simply, it can be controlled. Policing can be 
instituted here in the Northwest Territories, educational 
measures can be taken to educate the native people toward 
defending themselves and to partake in the development. 

I personally see a great potential in the pipeline. 

The danger presently is that 
we have too many people coming in the north, recent 
arrivals who in most instances are not resident of the 
north but speaking on behalf of the native people, 
confusing much of the Indian interest. 

Then the fact that environmental 
changes are always automatic even with a local increase 
in population, and we experienced this right here in 
Fort Simpson. We are so concerned about the environmental 
damages that are distant from Fort Simpson, we are not 


talking about Fort Simpson, Look at the damage’ in Fort 


Simpson, I have to live in this community. On a dry 


day I can't walk without getting home and having to 
wash my hair because it's so dusty. I cannot walk the 
Streets on a rainy day without having to wear my rubber 
boots. I cannot take a drink down below on the river 
without having to be concerned about raw sewerage from 
Fort Simpson being pumped into the river. These are 
the things that are created by the local people, and 
these are the things that we should be contending with 
at home, I don't care what they do to Nahanni Mountains 
up here, they can rip it all down, I don't live there. 


I live here in Simpson. So these changes are automatic 
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| and they happen here at home, 


ra 


To prevent furthering this kind 
of damages, we should be seeking ways and means to 
educate our local population, and that includes the 
treaty Indian people, and that includes the Metis people, 
and that includes the white members of the community. We 

‘ have one total community of Fort Simpson. 

: I imagine if we were to control 

the environmental damages in our community and surround- — 

: ing, it would be difficult to say to the Band Council, 
7 a Cole} Look after the environmental damage for the Indian 
people, and we'll look after the ones for the whites," 
and then where am I going to go? I'ma Metis, I'ma 
member of this community, I don't know where to go. I 
don't want to join the white world. I don't want to 
join the Indian world either. Where do I go? I'ma 
Canadian, I'd have to go back out somewhere in the city 
and find myself a place where I could be comfortable. 

First of all, health problems 
are mutual. 

e ; Secondly, the water we drink 
oa is not any different than the water white people drink. 
She Thirdly;cif I had tuberculosis 
I don't think that whites get any different tuberculosis 
than I do. 

Then we talk about social impact, 
a drunkenness and so on that's mentioned here, I personally 
an don't think that white drunks are any better than Indian 
+,’ drunks. For that matter, I don't think that an Indian 


“ drunk is any stupider than a white drunk. They’re all the 
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same, 

So with that I'll go back to the 
history of Fort Sinipson, and many of you know me here. 
Many of you are my relations, I knew some of these 
people that are talking here when they were children 
in diapers and probably packed them around, 

Fort Simpson, as I remember it 
as a teenager here going to school, and there’s a couple 
of priests sitting back here and they'll probably tell 
you the same unless their records are incorrect, but I 
can honestly tell you in the presence of my God that 
there was only one treaty Indian family living in Fort 
Simpson, The Indian, as Leo mentioned, and the chief 
lived by family by family from Fort Providence right 
on to Fort Simpson, up the Liard River and down the Liard 
River between their communities, At the time I was 16 
years old, Fort Simpson only had about seven or eight 
white families that were resident here. The rest were 
Army Signal staff and the R.C.M.P., and tney were not 
very Many. 

The Indians came to this village 
in the summer months, and since they were individual 
people, they were not tribal people, they chose to live 
in their own selected areas in the community. The people 


from the Liard River lived out there on the flats for 


four miles, and the people from up the Mackenzie lived 


down here on the flats, in one corner of the flats, wnile 
the people from down the Mackenzie River would live along 
the river banks up to the mission, and that included 


one of the greatest chiefs we had, and it was this girl's’ 
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grandfather, old Chief Cli, a man to this day I still 
respect, and people were controlled. The discipline was 
harsh in that if ‘you didn't live according to the customs 
of the family, you were hanned from the family. There 
was not very many jailbirds in those days. The community 
was predominantly Metis people. Many of them left Fort 
Simpson, my age group. We are spread out today, you'll 
find Metis people from Fort Simpson in Alberta, Saskat- 
chewan, Manitoba, the State of Minnesota, British 
Columbia; name it and you'll find a Metis person from 
Fort Simpson ~- the Plakett's, Lameur's, and many others 
I can name you, the McGern's, Cooper's, Whitelock's, 
there are many. 

What happened, as I understand? 
In 1954 for educational reasons the anthropologists that 
came to this country and the sociologists with the 
development of social development incited the Indian 
people to come in to live in the communities, ‘That only 
led to the disillusionment of these people, and bewilder- 
ment to a point where they are today floundering. There | 
is no direction. 

The economy of hunting and trap- 
ping began to deteriorate in 1947 when I was still a 
child here in Fort Simpson. My father will tell you. 
My uncles will tell you, Mr, Tringle will tell you, and 
Many others, Mr. McPherson and many others will tell you. 
The fur prices dropped to nil in 1947, there was nothing. 
1949 it came back up, but even then people had to leave 
Fort Simpson to Hay River, Yellowknife, Norman Wells, 


wherever they could find jobs, 
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But then the native people ) 
that came from Fort Simpson, Providence and these areas ta 
move into Hay River in the fishing industry were merged 
with the incoming Metis people from Northern Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan, The commercial fishermen flocked in | 
there from eastern provinces, absorbing what native acta 
we had left, and that left Fort Simpson defenceless with 
no foundation of any kind of economics, and it just sat, 
Some do-gooder came here and they were going to build 
an empire here, I suppose; it didn't happen. 
Of course , with a large number | 
of people coming in employed by the government, many of | 
them being single, and the exploration work by the miner- 
al interested people we found every generation of people, 
as I said earlier. We are not coming out with a race of 
Indians, but we are coming out with a real Canadian 
people, northerners. Many of these people have settled 
here to take root, and greatly to the benefit of the 
Indian people because they have found security in commun- 
ity living. At least they gould get welfare, get medical 
care, better education for the children, and many of them 
have personally expressed to me they see a hope in their | 
children. | 
Recently I've been hearing | 
statements at different meetings in reference to the 
‘treaties, and that it is a peace treaty. I agree totally 
with that peace treaty. I support the treaty totally. : 
The fact remains that that treaty is being threatened | 


presently, not from outside but from internal forces, 


. O£F course there have been many 
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promises made that even I remember in my youth. I remem- 
ber one time interpreting for an Indian agent here, 
promising the Indians what he would provide for them 
if they would bring their children in; but fortunately 
that Indian was a little too wise, he didn't bring his 
children in, but they were definitely promises that were 
never kept. Today the expectation that these promises 
are at a point where they are almost fulfilled is caus- 
ing a lot of disturbances in our community, not a racial 
thing but rather hatred. Hatred not only toward the 
white man but hatred among ourselves, and there is a lot 
of hatred. . | 
As I said earlier, I ama Metin, 
a native to this community and to this land, and I walk 
down the street being glared at by my own native cousins 
who asked me for my support, and how can I support 
somebody or something that hates me, that will not 
speak to me? How do I begin to understand or learn when 
there is no dialogue? How can I understand the white 
man if he doesn't talk to me? Fortunately, I have found 
a little courage within myself to speak honestly, truth- 
fully, and I never speak from a prepared speech because 
I don't want to be accused of anyone saying that it had 
been prepared for me, I speak from the bottom of my 
heart and the top of my head, as I see things, I work 
the same way in legislation, and I hope that if I was 
able to make any cCuntribution here, these are my personal 
views, it is not in the capacity of a Territorial 
councillor or representative person, but rather a4 personal 


viewpoint as a native person in this country, born here 
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at Fort Simpson, all my relatives including Leo Norwegian 
here who is a distant relation of mine, and many of his 
nephews including ‘the chief, these people are all related 
to me, and I speak simply as I have found things and as 

I have experienced it. 

I have worked with many men in 
this world. I have worked personally with Major General 
Burns, many of you heard of him, and in my official 
capacity in the Northwest Territories I've filled as 
a member of the Board of Directors of the water, and 
my own FOG GST position is quite strong. But these 
things don't mean a darn thing to me if I cannot be 
happy in my own environment, and that is at home in 


Fort Simpson. Thank you very much, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 

Mr. Lafferty. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE INTERPRETER: I guess I'll 
have to interpret that, eh? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well yes, I 
2 want you to interpret it as best you can. I think you 
on" took notes as you went along so try to repeat the points 
that Mr. Lafferty made. 


(INTERPRETER COMPLIES) 


FRANCOIS PAULLETTE, affirmed: 


THE WITNESS: My name is Francois 
Paullette. I am a Dene of tne Chipewyan tribe, which is 


part of the Dene nation in the Northwest Territories. 
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Mr. Berger, I'd like to express 
my views, my opinions, my expression towards the Macken- 
zie Valley Pipeline hearings, and the economic develop- 
ment in general in the Territories. 

Mr. Berger, I would like to 
express a brief history on the turnover and the recession 
of the Indian people from the past to today inthe Fort 
Smith area where I'm originally from, 

I belong to a tribe of over 
200 Chipewyan. We were originally from Alberta, and hack 
in the latter part of the '50's the Indian Affairs at 
that time were referred to as Indian agents. they told the 
chief -- at that time my father was the chief -- and told 
him that one day we shall move you to Fort Smith, a 
settlement just north of the settlement I was living in. 

At that time the Indian people 
lived very peacefully with the land, lived off the land 
trapping, fishing and hunting. Each year as I grew up 
as a child I saw the trappers coming in from their 
hunting grounds and along the river as they came, they 
put up their tents, their teepees, and those days were 
really good because of the peacefulness and the respect 
for the land, and there were just one white person who 
was the Bay manager, and there were no police, 

We were very proud people at 
that time, and then the Indian agent came back in follow- 
ing years telling my father and the people, "We are going 
to move you to Fort Smith. We are going to build you 
new homes there. We are going to give you jobs, and 


we are going to build you homes with water, sewer, s0 
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you can live a good life, white man's way of life." 

So my father took that in 
regards that these things were going to happen, and over 
three years the people moved to Smith. Yeah, they give 
us homes <= no water, no sewer, the houses weren't fini- 
shed, we had to start a new way of life which was foreign 
and alien to the Indian way of life. 

As those years went by after 
the move I seen my father, my people move back into the 
country the first year -- the whole crew of them, back 
to the land, through the same route that they had to 
go through in Alberta again. The following year‘not very 
Many people went, and it went on and on, where today no one 
goes back to the land. Today white man's society, his 
establishment, his system have corrupted the Indian 
people and raped them of their pride, and today they live 
as people call them in ghettos and living in shacks, 
drinking, with no pride or identity as an Indian, ‘Today 
this is what's happening in the Territories, 

They have stripped us of our 
pride, our way of life, and tried to change us in the 
white system which as I said, is foreign, we cannot 
adapt to the white system, lack of education, but never- 
theless this is the white man's way of exploiting the 
so-called explorer, and their aggression ~=- and the 
progression of development in the Territories. 

Years went by and I became the 
chief. I was young, and I looked back into the past and 
getting information and looking for why the white man 


did that, Today they talk of building a dam before 
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Fort Smith on the Slave River. This the white man 
planned 10-20 years ahead, today they're talking of 
building a dam. They have conned the Indians and stripped 
them of their culture, tradition, and bring them into 

a white man's way of life; and today I do not like this, 
what is happening to the Indian people. 

Today the white man and the 
government build highways, and today peopie talk of 
pipeline. If you think, very many people look <-- very | 
many white people they look, but very few see what they 
have done to the Indian. 

I'll just give you an example. 


Today it's happening in the Territories, Is this the 


white man's pride of understanding in trying to respect 


the Indian's way of life, thinking? Presently today 

and future. pipeline, I am opposed to the pipeline just 
for the mere fact that it's corruption for the Dene 
people. Today the Indian people are getting educated, 
Their knowledge of the white man's system, today there | 
is -- the Dene people are claiming land in the Terri- 
tories that is rightfully ours which we are part of, 
culturally, traditionally, and spiritually, and the 
government is still depriving us of cur rights. In 


July the Dene people declared a Dene nation, and lots 


of white men see that as threat to their government. 


That is not a threat. We want to live and let live as 
Indian people, and as Dene, and they still don't see 
that. 

In the past when the white man 


came here to this continent he saw the red man, The 
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| | 
+) white man started taking their land. The red man fought | 
| 


to 


back, he fought fierce. They called the Indian savages, 


Ley) 


| pagan; and today the Indian people are standing up and 
7 speaking for their rights for which is rightfully theirs, 
5 | their land, their way of life. In the newspapers, in 
6 the media we are called and we are referred to as | 
militants, and again the white man has ignored to see. 

8 | I was talking, I've travelled 
9 in the south and I've met a lot ofelders, native medicine 
10 | people, spiritual leaders, and they speak to me in their | 
11) own wave. tis there is one particular person, he's a | 
i. spiritual leader, he talks of the white man coming ‘to | 
13} this land and how they exploited and explored and raped 


the Indian to extinction, and stripped them of their 


rr 
ron 


L? rights, and today the Indians are speaking for themselves 


16 and they don't want to get rid ofthe white man but he goes 
i7 on to say, he says, "Today the only way to get rid of 
13 | a white man or halt them ‘to get rid of them is to build 
1° a big rocket ship so they can go find some other life 
©) and leave us alone." 


But again the white man is 


like the mountain. He is here to stay, so we have to 


put up with their system; but before we can do that we | 


| 
| 
# 
| 


-4: are going to have to get into their system, 


5 | I am presently working for 


“oO. the Territorial Government in the Department of Economic) 
i 
-/ Development, and today, three weeks ago the Territorial 
23} vernment has deprived me of my rights. gi tlo BB 
were deprived me of-my rights. qiye Pit logenpyys! 
-" ofthe Territorial Government is to encourage native 


people to work within their system, and I, I am one of 





canes oes oor ,ox9i Aigo} od stood 
| pee qu pnibrase ors ofqoeg mubbat sif Abed Sas taapeq 
\exkeds jyiletsdets &) soidw 20% atipix ateda 20% paidseqe 
ni ,@veqaqawen att As . stk to yew theri2 bast ated 
‘as of basretot #75 ow hae holies exe ew sibem ons 
ese of Betonpi ex nom soitw eit? atepe bas ,esnssiiin 


Beligvass ev'I ,ovlAle? Saw tT 


efioibes evirsa ,zishiisto Jol a yom ev'l bas d3u08 sn? at 


akedt 6i am of Ansge ysis bas ,esebsed isuaiiiqe »elqoeq | 


sie'ad ,ncersg tefvoltusq sno BE szedi? bas , Yew mo 

| ex patmen nam editw od? To ailied of ,zebsel Leudiziqe 
begs: bas berolae bas betloiqxe yet wod bis baal alg 
gieta to medd Sequlate bas ,aotspaisxe 02 asibal ed? 
seviesmeds 10T paixssqy sts enaibnl sis ysbos bas ,atdplt 
Seqp of sud nem ati tw add to Git gop of ¢aew d' nob yes Bows 

to bix Zop of yow yioo sda yeho?” ,eyse ed ,¥se oF nO 
biivd of ui mod? Yo bix sop oF meds sian x0 cam eoidv s 


elit serizo smoe ball op ase yedt oe gifle semho7 pid & 


",sools av evsel bas | 


ei mom etidw edt oisos Jug 


at aver ow oe , vad oF exed ait sh .aissnvom ee eALs 


sw 481% ob go ow ezoted Jud imeseye stent A3iw qu Jaq 


mete ye viens otnt toe of evad oF gator or 

402 paitzow ylaneesiq ms I 
simonog3 Yo snemtzsge) ef? al Inemnievod. Intxosirtert ony 
LaisesizieT of) ops wieaw setd2 .yaba3 has \dnangoteved 


f endanee! ts site -eittpix yee om beylugeh est Jnommzeves.. 


: Risen epexwoane 03 At guemeseved  Latses ineet adte 


| gee 2. pine semen rete as a Pe 


' 








a ae 


2553 


F, Paullette 


those people working in that system and as I said, they 
have deprived me of my rights. They said I was politi- 
cally involved with the native organizations. I am part 
of the native organizations, I'm a Dene, and I support 
the whole concept of what is happening today, and they 
turn around and they shaft me because I'm working for 
the people. | 

To keep me away from my people 
and to keep me under surveillance and shut me up they're 
going to transfer me from out of this community away 
from the Dene people; and they gave me another option. 
"You can remove yourself from the organization." . Again 
the government has failed to keep up to what they're 
Saying. There's a trail of broken treaties,lies, and 
today it's still going on. Is the white man in the 
government proud of their system, their establishment? 

I resigned aSthe chief a year ago, because 

I couldn't handle it allthe corruption, and I told myself 
at that time, to my friends that I won't get involved 
that politically; but when the government turned around 
and told me that, told me this a Ttew weeks ago, that has | 
inspired me, it has encouraged me more to be back in the 
political arena, to fight and speak as a Dene, 

I would like to finish off by 


saying that the land settlement, this land claim that 


' the Indian people are striving for in the Territories, 


that is a base for our economics, and a way of life for 
the future. Until that day that we are back and be part 
of that land, I do not like to see major developments 


aS gaS pipeline, oil pipelines to go ahead. In this way 
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T. Villeneuve 


the Indian people can start with their land and how to 
control that land, the economical way, culturally, 
traditionally, environmentally, socially; and as I said, 
we speak for our rights and we are called militants. 
Today has been a good day for 


a good talk, Thank you very much. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr. Paullette. 

(WITNESS ASIDE} 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think we 
might stop now for supper. You're certainly next, ma * am ,| 
are you able to come back after supper? Would that he 
all, right with wou. 


MRS. VILLENEUVE: It’s not very 


long. 
THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
well let's go ahead, Maybe you could give us your 


name and be sworn in then, 


THERESA VILLENEUVE, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: My name is Theresa 

Villeneuve and I was born in Nahannie Butte, and as far 
as I remember,even so I was just a little kid,I remember | 


we use to travel in the mountains all winter long and 


‘dad was a smart man, and lucky in hunting and trapping. 


At that time we never see can meat like Prem or vegetable 
soup. We only live on dry meat, rabbits, wild chicken. 
I remember we even stayed in Rabbitkettle , oh, maybe 


a few weeks. I cannot show you on the map where we been 
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but if we were travelling on the land I could show you 
where we went. Anyway just before spring I think in 
March, we start moving back to Nahanni Butte, and when 
we get back to Nahanni Butte my dad use to come to Fort 
Simpson to sell his fur,that is the only time we get 
our supplies from the white people. Us young children 
we use to travel with our parents. Dad use to take us 
around on dog teams and in the summertime we never even 
come to town because when we were in Nahanni Butte there 
was somebody running a little store. Somebody by the 
name of Jack Lafleur, that's where we use to get our 
Supplies from, 

But then in 1940 my dad took 
Sick and my brother-in-law, my mom and all of us kids 
took him to town by Liard River. My dad then passed 
away in St. Margaret Hospital. Then the mission sent us 
to the Providence School, that's where I learned to read 
and write. 

Two years later my father died, 
my mom passed away. So six to 14 years of age I've been : 
in school at that time, At that time there was no formal | 
educatti dn hbuteyd »stildl learned, a little. 

Another thing, from 1965 people 
here in Simpson were doing very good in their hunting 
and fishing trips. It was so nice to see people going 
up the river -- 10 to 15 boats going up the river on fish- 
ing trips. That's on weekends, but then in 1968 since 
the Liquor Store and highway opened,the native people 
seemed to have lost their interest in hunting and fiahing. 


I'm not talking about only other 
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T. Villeneuve 


people, I'm also talking about myself. Anyway in 1968 
just a few Indian people had boats because most of the 
Dene people sold their kickers and boats for booze. 

Since 1968 things have been 
happening too fast, and people cannot put up with then, 
The Dene people are not involved in what things are 
happening. They have never helped in planning for 
future development, such as the Village Council, because 
Dene don't think like the white man. That's it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much, After your statement has been translated, 


500) 
4 


would you let us keep it so that it can be marked as 
exhibit and form a part of the record ? 

A gies 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very 
muc h, 

(SUBMISSION BY THERESA VILLENEUVE MARKED EXHIBIT 
tryyy eo 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: We've had a 
very worthwhile afternoon, and I think that everybody 
would like to have something to eat, so we'll stop now 
and come back at eight o'clock tonight. I invite you 
all to come back then and we'll hear from the others 
who wish to speak. 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO 8 P.M.) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, ladies 

and gentlemen, we'll call the hearing to order this 


evening, to give those who wish to speak an opportunity 
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1} to. do so. 
3 PHOEBE NAHANNI, resumed: 
4) THE COMMISSIONER: I shouid say 


that Phoebe Nahanni was sworn at the hearing at Nahanni 
ra Butte so she doesn't have to be sworn egain. 


, THE WITNESS: First of all I 


3 would like to make a verbal presentation and then 

a afterwards explain the map which is behind you. 0.K.? 

1 Oni THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, that's 
O.K. 


THE WITNESS: I would like to 
3. begin with a statement of support to the Chief and 
>; Band Councillors as leaders of the Fort Simpson Band, 
I'm a member of this Band , This Band is one of the 


foundation of the Dene nation. It is also one of the 


Livy foundation of the Indian Brotherhood of the Northwest 
veel Territories, and I am employed by this organization. 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse mea | 
59) Minute, I can hear what is being said, notwithstanding | 
21) the children playing outside. Do you want to -- 
} PROF. JACKSON: Shut them up? 
29-4 THE COMMISSIONER: Well do what ever 
1t is that might -- 
23 | THE WITNESS: As Chief Jim Antoine said, 
Vel we may not have a chance to speak our mind like this 
25/ again, so I would like to inject a bit of my experiences, 
26! ° in this so-called progress. 
aloe When I was born, my parents 
28' were living in Jean Marie Community. Then my mother 
ae passed away and my sister and I were sent to a Convent 


391 School in Fort Providence. I was four years old at the | 
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time, I was with a group of girls from down the 
Mackenzie River. We were indoctrinated with the Roman 
Catholic Hu dhol rom it left a deep scar in my thinking 
for a long, long time. I spent Six years, six winters 
with only two months of the year at Simpson with my 

dad and my relatives. During these six years I remember 
some of the nuns for what they did and what they said to 
us. One of their sayings was that those people, referr- 
ing to the Dene in Providence like me , outside the 


convent fence were poor people, and that we wouldn't want 


to be like them, I wondered about that for a long, long | 


time. : ! 
Then I went to other schools in 

Fort Smith and in Yellowknife, where there were many white 

people. In Yellowknife I met many students from down 

the river as well, and these years were fun, but there 

were also many serious moments. I rebelled against 

what I called at the time autocratic condescending super+ 


vision. It was stifling. This realization has since 


| 


left me with a very dim view of education. Some girls 
they might have had their own reasons, I remember some 
of them ran away just so they could be sent home. I 
was going % Louie Ft OUuty 

Now I look back only to analyze) 
all that I've experienced, and I can see a continuity | 
in this conspiracy, as I call it, to destroy us Dene, 
to destroy what we do and what we believe, our values, 
To me the monla education system in more than one way 
is a dead-end street, It creates dependency, it is 


unscrupulous, particularly when it comes in the form of 
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competition, I had to experience an internal revolu- 
tion to take myself out of it, if you know what I mean, 
to examine it fron a distance, 

My involvement in the movement 
began about ten years ago when I had more energy and I 
was restless with ignorant lwu.ia. The way some iedivt st 
duals spoke to us yesterday made me cringe. The use of 
phrases such as "alcohol culture, idleness, and 
punctuality, moping over brew, little employment" are 
negative, superficial, and quickly drawn conclusions. 
That kind of talk sets back mutual understanding between 
Dene and monla by ten years, Ugly remarks like this | 
has driven many creative people away from Fort Simpson, | 

But the time has come and nahin, 
us Dene know it is time to speak because the so-called 
progress and proposed developments have gone too far for 
some of us Dene to understand and to tolerate. 

We have to put a stop to this 
destruction of our people. The monla thinking is a 
Sinking ship, it is a paper ship, it may be colorful 
and elaborate, but it is only paper like their money. 

The monla education has been a 
failure in preparing students for responsibility and at 
positive economic political change. : 

Themonla technology has | 
demonstrated its absolute disregard for values, personal, 
social, and natural, 

The monla economics is motivated 
by profit at the expense of the consumer, IN Simpson | 


half the population of consumers are Dene. 
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We can and we have shown that 
we can play along with the monla ways in his politics 
and his economics. But for many of us it has gone 
too far, particularly on the very subject of a proposed 
Mackenzie Valley Pipeline. If the pipeline is construc- 
ted, it will be to the destruction of the Dene ways, 
the values, the culture. It is unrealistic to think 
that our culture will survive after we have seen and have 
heard what the Alaskan natives are experiencing, There | 
is no way I can reconcile a pipeline development to 
determine my future activities, nor my children's. 

I agree that land claims must 
be settled and I agree with some of those who have said 
yesterday that there must be lead time. A lot of people 
would like to know what constitutes a land settlement. 

In this hearing it is not within this hearing to say 
what will constitute a land settlement because that is 
still being worked out. 

In regards to the pipeline ; 
again, I have heard notable people say that Canadian | 
gas is not needed now. There is no need for delta gas, 
and there is no proof of sufficient reserve of gas. 

The best offer to Canadian consumers was made in August 
by the Alberta Government which agreed to make its 
reserves available, leaving us off the hook for ten yearg 
If the pipeline goes ahead it will not -- it will only 

go ahead for the satisfaction of Americans at the 

expense of the Canadian people, and certainly the people 
in the Northwest Territories; and this to me will be 


criminal, That's my submission. 
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P., Nahanni 


THE COMMISSIONER : Thank you. 
I wonder if we could have that written statement after 
it's been translated. 


(SUBMISSION BY PHOEBE NAHANNI MARKED EXHIBIT C-195) 


THE WITNESS: The map you see 
on the wall there is one of the sets of maps that 
represents five trappers, It is very incomplete, The 
interviewing conditions in Simpson was such that it was 
very difficult to interview anyone extensively because 
the trappers were either not here or they were here and 
they had just left. There was a lot of problems. 

But so far we have a total of 
20 incomplete interviews. There was, from what the field 
workers have estimated, about 90 trappers, those who 
trap, who used to trap, those who trap now in Simpson 
and Jean Marie. This map shows the trapline routes 
and the travel routes ~- it doesn't show all the trapline 
routes but it shows the main travelling routes either 
by dog team, by plane, or car, vehicle, skidoo. [It is 
incomplete insofar as it also doesn't show the permanent 
and the temporary camps, and also the fur~bearing animals 
that were trapped, the fish lakes, and the large mammals 
that were hunted. It doesn't show the seasons when 
these routes were used, and I would like to present a 
more complete map later on in the hearing. I'm not 
sure when, but it will be done. 

Q ALt *rigne:; Fotakevit 
this is Simpson and Jean Marie, is it? 


A Yes, that's correct. 
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I could point out the major land marks, 
Q Go ahead. 
A This is where Nahanni 

Butte is situated. Those who live here know where the 
places are. For those who don’t live here, Trout Lake 
Community is situated here, Fort Liard. Nahanni Butte. 
Fisherman's Lake. Sibbestm Lake. Antoine Lake. Simpson, 
and further up there is Wrigley, Way up there, the ere! 
black dot at the top. This is Jean Marie. Mills Lake 
and then Providence is further up the mouth of the 
Great Slave, and the Horn Mountain or the Horn Plateau 
~~ that area is known to have a lot of fur-bearing : 
animals. BolmerLake, the big lake that's right up there, 
and Little Doctor, Cli Lake. This is the South Mahanni 
River, and the trappers, the travel routes of the 
trappers from Trout Lake and Liard overlap in this 
area, and it overlaps with the Simpson iW this area, 
overlaps the Trout Lake trappers' routes overlaps with 
the people from Kakisa, Over there the Dene from Rae,Lac LeMartt 

| 
and Rae lakes go in this area. The Dene from Wrigley go on both sides 
of the river. The Dene from Franklin go pretty far south, 


| 
that's Keller Lake way on top of there, and their area 


| 
overlaps with the Dogrib nation as well. | 

Does that give enough informa- | 
tion? 

THE COMMISSIONER: That's fine. 
What can you do with that, Mr. Interpreter? 

Mik. BONNETROUGE: Could you try and 

explain a little bit? 


(WITNESS INTERPRETS IN NATIVE LANGUAGE) 
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B. Menicoche 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


BETTY MENICOCHE, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, I'm 
Betty Menicoche. I'm also of the Fort Simpson Band, 

I'll begin with my strong Support and belief in the land 
claim settlement before a pipeline. 

Mr. Berger, we are regarding the 
pipeline application with as much importance as our 
forefathers did at the Signing of the peace treaty in 
1921. .Dene people who witnessed that event relate that 
our people signed the treaty on the agreement that the 
treaty will be good as long as the sun rises in the east 
and goes down in the west: and as long as the Mackenzie 
River flows south to north. 

AS an analogy, the Mackenzie 
River will reverse its flow once this Pipe is laid and 
gas and oil begins flowing south. Then the treaty of 
1921 will no longer be valid, That's in my eyes. 

Therefore your Inquiry into the 
Mackenzie Valley Pipeline applications should be of equal 
importance as the 192] treaty. 

I have learned through 15 years 
of education that Canada has a democratic system -- has 


a democratic government, that democracy jis government 


for the people, by the people, and for all the people. 


Also that we all have a freedom of speech. But by exper- 
lence I learned that democracy is really government by and 
for the rich and selected few, with the excuse of it being 
for all the people. Is this theory of democracy really 


practiced? 





edd pailwepe: #6 -teptse 3h 
4 foam dgiw 
spe Ba SOrs230q" as nosseo it , 
ni qteet> soneq 9A9 Zo paiapse an is oi uae 
Jame agate Inove enta bowesadiw orw ‘olqose ened. “tse ; 
ede sade *hemeetES ws pe yuo orld baapie eiqoed ‘110 


gees aig ni esata nue aid es peol es boop oan itiv hatin 
gsisneAcsM sis & omol a6 Bas 139W ond ni nivel pane Drie 
toron of atfeqe awolt tevin 

sienedoem oft ,ypoiane ns aA 
ene blet et Satg eid aono wolt est eeisvet iLiw — 
to visors ofd nonT .Atene priwold eniped Lito “bts ese 
.eeye ya al efsant .bilev od aspaol on Like ised 

ets ogat yatupnt 10 stoisient 
lenpo 2° 9 bivode enotassilqes ecifegif yellsv sisnesoam by 
_yiaoxt {81 odd 8B ebneseognr 
21594 ai PEPE henisal oved f . 
ged -r mazeye. oisezogmeb 6 7 ebonsd gets: 





tnemnaevor et yon 7TOOMep peer , J AeMatevop : 


| ep rT re 
rere 





| TD 


Rx 


Bar FESR GELS. 2664 


B. Menicoche 


All we ask for is a share of this 
democratic system through control over our lives and land 
through what we call the Dene nation concept, 

It is with the intellectual 
Skills we have acquired through our years of education | 
that have helped us voice our opinions and experiences in 
view of the pipeline. 

At this point in time we are 
not prepared to handle any large construction event. We 
are not saying we don't want to be involved in an economic 
base or ABREY Soi i: 

Fort Simpson has been frequently 
used by other communitues as an example of what they 
don't want to become. 

That statement always puzzled 
me. After closely reviewing my past life and experience 
to date I now understand what they really mean by this, 
because I have been raised here and will probably die here. 

We now have social and economic 
problems that are the direct results of the changes 
from a traditional and cultural way of life to one of an 
economic base of life, 

The transition into a new life- 
style, new types of housing, a foreign method of education, 
and a different government systen caused the very break- 
down of the Dene people in Fort Simpson, To ease the 
breakdown, heavy drinking and alcohol abuse has become 
a part of life in Simpson. Breakdown of the traditional’ 
family unit -- once that occurred there was an increase 


in juvenile delinquency, social and moral degradation 
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of all our people -- from the drinking abuse of children 
as young as 10 to adults receiving Old Age Pension, 
increase in child-welfare. Finally there was a time when 
our people, when they had no interest in their own survi- 
val through controlling themselves. 

Mr. Berger, that was only a 
short time ago, about at least within the last five 
years, about five years ago. It is through a restora- 
tion of our Chief and Band Council that we have been 


able to isolate our problems, and are just beginning to 


take a stand for our rights, 

Judge Berger, I am now going to 
tell you a personal story of a once proud Dene family 
that survived and experienced the changes of Fort Ramen 
for 22 years, until five years ago. 

I am using my own personal 
story as an example of what other people in other commun- 
ities mean when they say, "We don't want to become 
another Fort Simpson." | 

It begins with my parents 
who were both raised in the traditional way of life, atid | 
schooled in the ways of the land, and with very minimal 
education, After some time on the land they moved and | 
settled in Simpson with life based on earning a wage, 

My father built our home first by himself, then fed and | 
clothed the family through working. He aiso supplemented 
our food through hunting, fishing and trapping when 
there was no work in Simpson. 

I recall my mother doing house 


chores and sewing handicrafts for white residents to 
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supplement my father's minimal earnings, and it was 
beginning to be hard to survive in the town. 

Yes, there were times when we 
did receive rations,as welfare was called then, from the 
Indian agents. 

i recall going to day school 
while other friends and relatives went away to convents 
for schooling in Providence, 

By 1963, after the flood in 
Fort Simpson, and the relocation of Indian people from 
the ee to the site now where the people are living 
at, life had become harder. So my parents decided to 
go back to the old way of life, a life of trapping, 
hunting. My parents did that from 1963 to 20, antotad 
of seven years. 

They went in early September 
and came out two times for Christmas and Easter, and 
returned to town in June. These were the only times 
my brothers and sisters saw my parents, The sad part of 
this seven years' experience is that the main theme was 
money, to make money to survive in the Town of Simpson 
from June to September, The other price to pay was the 
breakup of a home, because all during those years Six 
children of seven children of our family were raised in 
hostels and attended school for seven years, with only 
summer months left with your parents, to understand your 
parents, to get to know the ways of your parents, 

seven summer vacations with par- 
ents that never found time for their children because 


they were again too busy earning a wage economy to survive 
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the summer and make enough money to buy the winter's 
trapping supplies. 

Mr. Berger, I am not knocking 
the education system, as I realize we benefitted and it 
is now useful to our very existence today. The point 
is that this transition caused a strain on family units.) 
There were countless other native families that exper- 
lenced a similar experience, 

By the time I completed High 
School in 1967 I wanted to go out with my parents in 


, 


the bush , but was told it was a hard way of life. My 
desire then was to learn, but again wasn't given the | 
opportunity, as one did listen to parents’ decision then 
However, my parents did instill a love for the land and 
river through frequent weekend trips up the Mackenzie 
and fishing and berry picking. 

By 1970 things in Simpson had 
reached a point-.of social disorder and ultimately a 
breakdown in a cultural value system. The scene in 
Simpson for natives was one of excitement, and one way 
they began enjoying this fun was through alcohol, and 
a beginning misuse through misunderstanding. I know 
because I myself experienced it, and it took approxi- 
mately five years to overcome these bad experiences, 


It has been since 1970 that I found the breakdown -<-- it 


‘was since 1970 that I found the breakdown of our family 


as the result of alcohol, stress and strain created by 
this need to achieve through an economic base, a wage 
economy, 


Judge Berger, it was 
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at this time that my family experienced this biggest 
social disaster, Some of my brothers and sisters have 
not quite overcome the experience today, and that was the 
ultimate breakdown of my mother, she who kept our family | 
gOing despite the thin threads of the family. 

The strain of trying to tie 
two ways of life into one another was too much to bear, 
and the medical cry for help by my mother fell on deaf 
ears because no one else could hear her, as they, too, 
were caught right in the middle of the breakdown, All the 
frustrations and the difficulty of coping with this | 
transition is easily remedied by the bottle. That was : 
the final breakdown of a once solid family. When my 
mother could no longer cope, she turned to alcohol, but 
to an excess. As a result she took her frustration out 
on people here in town -- took her frustrations out, 
and people here in town labelled her crazy. But my 
mother is not crazy when she did all those things then 
five years ago. She realized what was happening to the 
Dene people, 

When I look at her experiences 
and at what I now know and experience through the 
Brotherhood movement, and our Chief and Band Council, 

I realize this,women experience the very things that 
the native people through native organizations now have 
to deal with, and this is the housing situation and the 
inadequacies of it. The moral and social degradation 
of our people, young and old, only accelerated more 

by the use and abuse of alcohol, the strain towards a 


life-style based on the wage economy when so few are 
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G. Antoine 


qualified for jobs and wage-earning,. All this further 
-- all this is further ridiculed by the backlash of 
misunderstanding of the few white citizens, 

We have been accused of being 
young radical Indians, only repeating what left-wing 
people -- only repeating ideas of left-wing people. 

These are just a few examples of what has occurred in 
Simpson. Further social and economic injustices will 
be experienced if the pipeline goes through, 

reli™me "is it wrong to begin 
Standing on two feet and vocalizing what you yourself 
and your people have truly experienced? Is that not a | 
democratic system of doing things? Is it wrong to 
not want the pipeline because you understand and look 
at this enormous project through two views -- that as 
a Dene concerned for the land, and for the people, 
and as a white through an intellectual wisdom? 

That’s all I have to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very 
much, Could we have your written statement SO- it can 
be marked as an exhibit, please? 

(SUBMISSION BY BETTY MENICOCHE MARKED EXHIBIT C~196) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


GERALD ANTOINE, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: Mr, Berger, fellow. 
residents and visitors, I am Gerald Antoine, one of two 
fortunate natives from the Northwest Territories to 
attend one of the three United World Colleges, the Lester 


B. Pearson College of the Pacific. 







iti plsh, in 
oe 
oe: at iy anna 


wr 








at hevteste agd ie ieecusnne ota. 


{ity sao ivtebal steomes Bae feidoa ted fadeqnts r 

“dpoeds Soop soblogig Baa: eonemregae od) * 
alpet-o1 yoorww dl al yom tier SA t © ele = DA 
tioecoey poy teste palakfosey bas 268% ows Ao PARHASZe ae 


s bon eeay SY COuceelteqxs yletd Gved"olqoed Bboy bas es 
St paw fi et fopnlis palo Ge weseye"Giewemeb = 
font fas Bnditeietay coy seveoud ealbegha sas onsw zen® ©" 
ce tek! - ewolv os Apuowdts tostéty sierene edd 3s ii 
, siuenq eee two? bind boat of 20% Batrzeons ead s © 
mobelw Layddel isons a dport elie ® Ga-bas 
ghe OF evan Tt tle a tent” an = senis et 
ytey Cov Xaaet 1AepOLeeTMMOD: WHT ear 20> OAD 
as 42 08 2ogme%erze ied tiaw sey ovad ew hiees ~ Tteom §) > 
Taesel¢ .2ididee os ae betrem 9d LESG 
(aer~o "IMLS catAM NIGOOIeM ETPSe Te vorecaméiay** Ts 


7 ic 


eres oor June [ny | 
hs aa ; Oa >) aie a fo | Pim : 





a a“ Bis me 7 ¥ wn a aa 








a eee 


ST REPORTING LTH), 2670 
Tis ty ys ay Bae a 


G. Antoine 


This college is located 20 
miles west of Victoria on Vancouver Island, Besides the 
two of us, there are students from 35 different countries 
attending also, Last year there were 100 students 
enrolled, and this year they're hoping to be 100 students. 

The concept of the college is 
not to think only of oneself, but of others; to share 
one's abilities and wisdams in order to depend upen 
one another, We have to understand each other's abilities 
and also our own weaknesses. We have to consider that | 
the Sener person also talks, breathes, etc., and accept | 
him or her as a human being, not to be called in a 
vulgar language, because each of us is a parc Of “the 
whole world, 

The first day when the students 
were together we were all friends; but I predict that 
if we do not cure our defects, we are going to graduate 
as groups of friends from the college, and not as the 
whole group as planned, stepping in the world ready to 
bring peace and unity to all, This concept that is 
being taught by the college is a concept that is known 
to the Dene people. 

Before the invasion of our 


European neighbors, we, the Dene, lived in harmony with 


our surroundings, trust everything, happy and contented 


' we were sharing everything, distributing the meat from 


the hunting, in fact we still do. We were neither rich 
nor poor, prejudiced nor ignorant. We gave each other 
freedom, which gives equality. Therefore we were not 


then striving for high ideals. 
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G. Antoine 


Then came the invasion with skins 
Of paler color than ours, bringing the Many diseases 
that destroyed 4 lot of Dene people, in my native 
language we called the people with the disease -Melah”. 
As time went on it gradually 
changed to the word "monla", now used as the name of all 
white men. It seems that we are -= it seems that they 
are destroying what they really don't know, even them-_ 
self. So I must assume that they don't know themself, 
They say that they do, but do | 
they really? They destroy not Only themselves but the | 
things around them, | 
ft think this question should | 
be directed to the companies, Is there already the 
lack of gas and oil in Canada, enough to give blood for 
Lt? If not, then please consider the lives of the Dene 
and Innuit people that are already in this disasterous 
Situation, the exposure to another culture or society. | 
Since you already have a notion | 
that there is some indication of gas in the Arctic, 
continue on your Surveying but please don't push us, there 
is time for everything, The time of the Siphoniuy | 
of the natural resources of the north has not come yet, 
Why ? Because the people that are beside or along the 
route towards it have problems that you do not consider 
your responsibility or your wrong-doings, We, the people, 
are confused. Is that why you figure to push the pipeline 
down our throats? . 


As I have said before, there's 


time for everything, It istime the southerners, the 
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G. Antoine 


business men, the companies to hear the voice of the 
Dene people. you mav have destroyed smaller aboriginal nations 
but now I think that you have bitten more than you can 
chew. I have a lot of questions in mind and I woula 
like to share them with you people, so please for your 
Own good think it over. I repeat again, for your own 
good think it over, 

Will you people ever put concern, 


for your neighbor ahead of your selfish desires? Can | 


we stop looking to government, schools and other organi-~— 
zations ee create a better life and begin with ourself? 
Can we practice kindness first to one person, and*‘then 
two, and then three, then four and SO on? Can you put 
ideas and thoughts and love ahead of material gain? Is 
there anything more important than living in harmony with 
people, nature, and your God? po we take time to truly 
Care about each person we meet? 

in present society, can we keep 
a hand-on the hammer and the sawthe plow and the Spinning 
wheel? AS a native of this land, I respect you due to 
the fact of your background, as a lawyer and a judge, 
I thank you for coming and being the one to hear our 
Opinions and views. Thank you, Mussi. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Mr, Antoine, May I have your written statement, please, 


i 


“so that it can be marked as an exhibit? Thank you, Mr. 


Antoine, 
(SUBMISSION BY GERALD ANTOINE MARKED EXHIBIT C=-197) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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L. Norwegian 


LEO NORWEGIAN, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, I thank 
you for being present with us tonight. All the people that gave 
you their view -- I got different feeling. In some way 
somehow we've got to get along with each other, between 
the white and native. We must understand, some way we 
have to meet each other. We only have one country. I, 
Leo Norwegian, of Fort Simpson, I'll say and I'll repeat 
my word again, how come we don't get along? There must | 
be away. We got to find a way of doing it. We are | 
only one Canadian who must meet each other, but I hear 
the word time after time, they say, "Native," "Metis", | 

and"white", Where are we going to go? We've got to 
get along. Maybe I'm going to make a lot of bad friend 
tonight, but that's the way of my views. 

We got to meet each other, we 
got to work together with our government. | I repeat my 
words again once more, between the pipeline people and 
native, we're discriminating each other. We shouldn't do 
that. We should get along and do away <-- you know, 
we're native, we should know that where our country 
should be harmed and pipeline people should get along 
with us, and our government, the land settlement, I 
repeat that once more, why? They owe us money. They 


stole our land. We got to settle that first, and then 


happy and O.K,, pipeline people, you make us a deal, 
O.K., Indian make a deal, O.K., I think we be very happy. 
Another thing. Discriminated 


about white man bring liquor into our country, it's up 
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L. Norwegian 


to us, if we want to drink we'll drink; if we want to 
kill ourselves, O.K, But we must know how much we take, 
how we do it, and develop a people -- they know how to 
use their liquor, we could do that, too. Not me, I'd 
probably kill myself; but in the future, kids, we got to. 
learn how to use our liquor and a lot of people figure, 
"Well, O.K., white man bring the liquor here and all 
Indians want to die." It's not that. We got to learn 
how to live with civilization, | 

White people, they're not going | 
to goback where they come from. We got to learn how | 
to live together, Where are we going to go? We're not 
going to go back in the bush, We've got to live off the 
land, live like white man or -- all the way. 

My friend here, he want to go 
back in the bush. He wants to learn kids how to live in 
the bush, That's what we plan on doing, and what I 
heard from the kids, my chief and all these people in 
the audience, maybe they disagree with me but we got to, 
learn how to live with one another. 

The pipeline people, they want 
to put a pipeline in. ‘Sure, no problem, But us Indians, 
we want our lands settled now, not tomorrow. Now, not 
tomorrow, and then we'll talk to the pipeline people, sure, 


after that Mr. White Man, you want to put your pipeline 


“sure, we'll come and shake hands with you. That's the 


way my feeling. I don't know ahout all these people 
behind me, but that's the way it should he. There's 
only one way. Pipeline people, they want to put the 


pipeline ahead, southern people they want the pipeline, 
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they want some gas, but what we want, we want our land 
setvied first. Government stole our land, eh? We 
want to get paid for it, not tomorrow, now. The majority 
of people maybe they don't agree with me, but that’s the 
way my own feeling. Pipeline people over here, me over 
here, and government right in the middle. Something is 
Stopping us to make agreement. I want they make agree- 
ment. I repeat my word again, if I owe him Soep 2 LL) pay 
him; but we think if government stole our land, we want 
to get paid for it first. We want to get paid first 
before we make a deal with these people like him, I 
know Ae got a lot of money to go south, but -- right? 
L'm, a,.bad man p,youxknow, right? 

But me, I want to get 
paid first. How's that, before you come across my land, 
Supposing now you got a piece of land, eh, I’m not 
letting nobody go put a road through it, eh? I think 
1t*s" my Land’, even I don't use it, because it belong to 
me, eh? I'm not going to let him walk aeross my property 


and put a road through, eh? That's the way we feel, 
I'm not treaty, I'm native. : 
But I speak for every Indian in the Northwest Territories, 


I don't want to break your heart, and I don't want to 


break his heart either, That's about all I can Say. 


Good night. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mr. Norwegian. 
I think you can summarize that. 
(INTERPRETER COMPLIES) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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Cc. Cholo 
L. Menicoche 


CHARLIE CHOLO, sworn: 

THE COMMISSIONER: Could you 
give us the witness' name to begin with? 

THE. INTERPRETER: Charlie Cholo, 
C-H-0O-L-O. 

He says I've been around when 
the first treaties were signed and given out in 1921, 
and ever since that date I have taken note of everythinc 
that has happened, and is happening, even at the proceed- 
ings today and yeSterday. I was born here at Fort 
Simpson ay this is my home, this is my native home. 

To this day.I have noticed that 
promises have not been followed. Nobody keeps their word 
any more. Where do we go from here? Mistrust has been 
brought in by the white man, and reoveating, nobody keens 
their word any more. 

THE WITNESS: I'm not afraid 
to talk to anybody in this town, in this house here. 
There's. a lot of things that they've been doing, they 
don't keep their promise and that's what I hate, and 
that's all I've got to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much , Mr. Cholo. 

Do .youswahnt to translate the last few 
sentences into Slavey? 
(INTERPRETER COMPLIES) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Just wait a 


moment,Miss. LORAYNE MENICOCHE, sworn: 


THE WITNESS: Miss Lorayne 
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L. Menicoche 


Menicoche and I'm from Fort Simpson. I just wanted to 
say a few things here, 

When I was taught in school that 
all people were equal in this democratic society, but 
when I left school I realized that the Dene people weren't 
really all equal with the white people. I found out that | 
they were poorer and things like this, but then I didn't 
realize it then. I got into a circle where I went 
drinking every night, going on parties, and things like 
this; but just recently that's when I started getting 
involved in what was happening to my people. 

Before, all I cared for was 
about the fun part and not what was happening to my 
people; but then I started opening my eyes and looking 
around me, and finding out the conditions about what 
my people are in. I really realized how poor my people 
were, and there were no doors of opportunity open to 
them, even eHSuich the white people say they are open. 

I know it isn't because we all know that. 

Then the white people came up 
here and they are always talking for the people, as if the 
people themselves told them what to say. 

What they said 


was their own idea even if the people wanted something 


different. 


I wanted to say something 
about what I have written here, 

A little over five years ago 
the government set up a Village Council in Fort Simpson. 


The positions were filled by the white transients who 
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have been here for about two or three years. They have 
said that the Village Council represents all the people 

of Fort Simpson, but the way I see it, the Village cs ees 
is for the white people and the Band Council is the 
representative of the Dene people. At different public 
meetings the white people are always jumping up and say-_ 
ing that the Village Council is the representative of all 
the people. They say this, but this is not what the Dene 
think. The Village Council is for the white people who 


have moved here for just a little while. In Fort Simpson 


there are all these “anal1committees which have all the same 


people from that one little group on the committees, they 
are on these committees to help one another and yet they > 
say that they would help a Dene start up a business, 
which we all know is bull shit. 

When a Dene wants to sét up a 
business, the government always steps in like the parental 
figure that they have always been, and therefore in the 
long run the business doesn't get anywhere. The Village 
Council has people in positions who want to get themsel- 
ves all set up in businesses, therefore they all help 
one another with money and getting land to start their 
businesses on. 

There has been very hard times | 


for the Dene ever since the white man came here. When 


“we finally speak up about the things that have happened 


to us, they call us militant. We have never publicized 
what has been happening to us, but over the past few 
years we finally are speaking up and they don't like the 


truth being exposed, so they try their best to cut us down. 
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They want to remain the parental figure that they have 
always been ever since they moved here, and took over 
our land. But now we have finally spoken up and we 
want to start on our own, but they will not let us go, 
They keep imposing their values on us. I am not trying | 
to say that some of it hasn't rubbed off on us, 

The white people wno have cote 
up here and consider themselves superiors over the Dene 
people are nobody in the white society down south-- 
probably the social rejects, They come up here and 
figure that they could rule over us and make decisions | 
on our lives. On top of everything else, they call us | 
drunks and alcoholics, We may be heavy drinkers, but | 
they are the alcoholics. They can't and won't face 
the truth, and it is a lot easier for them to take out 
their frustrations on the Dene people. The people are 
very poor in Simpson, they have poor jobs, poor housing 
without running water and other facilities that the 
white people have in their homes. Also we are not being 
paid for living in the north. If the pipeline is built, 
what is going to happen to us? We will be worse off 
than we are now. What I am saying is, what is the 
Dene people going to benefit from this pipeline? We 
will get nothing from it. It will be the government and we 
will be given the scraps as we have always been getting. | 
The welfare, which everyone knows about, to me welfare | 
is just a small payment back to the Dene for the re- 
sources which they have taken from our land -- the gold, 
oil, and other minerals. 


The Dene are here permanently, 
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and the white man, if they fail they could easily go 
back to where they come from; but us, we are going to live 
with the destruction and the ruins. 

That's all I have to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very 
much. May we have the written statement that you made, 
Miss Menicoche, and have it marked as an exhibit? 

(SUBMISSION BY MISS LORAYNE MENICOCHE MARKED 
EXHIBIT C-198) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
MR. LAMOTHE: I was sworn in 


yesterday, 


RENE LAMOTHE, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: Yesterday was -- 
I've been fidgeting with this all day long ~- yesterday 
was in many ways a reaction and an attempt to establish 
an alternative view to many ideas that were made yester- 
day. I assumed that probably that kind of a situation 
would exist again today. 

Today I would like to attempt 
to make a positive active rather than reactionary state-_ 
ment, a statement that grows from the mind of myself. 

While I'm speaking in the course 


of this speech, in the course of the presentation I 


‘will identify a little bit of my background to help you 


understand the things that I will say further on in 


the speech. 


Yesterday I touched on the 


discipline and psyche of the people. Today I would like 
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elaborate a little on how this reality comes about. 
If you would draw a chart in 
your mind, and across the top put the words: 
"Industrial,Athapaskan, and Cree," 
and down the side of the chart put the words: 
"Economic, political, social and cultural " -- ! 
THE COMMISSIONER: Would you mind 
just repeating that? LoL do 12h in my mind but vou have 
to give me another chance, 
A O.K., well I'm going to 
go through it again and I'll elaborate it as I go through. 
ee : 
A O.K., you have -- what 
I‘m trying to do is place in a chart form, to juxtapose, | 
to set side by side and to attempt to demonstrate to a 
certain extent the differences and the similarities 
between the economy, the politics, the society, and the 
mind expressions of three basic ways of life, and the 
comparative way to help to understand, to see a better 
picture of really what kind of things contribute towards 
making the people live the way they do, think the 
way they do, and these kind of things. 
So basically in that chart the 
industrial economy is based on the idea of extracting 
raw materials, producing something from those raw 
materials, trading, selling this product, and consuming. | 
The basic politic of the industrial society is 
the industrial state, the industrial family, city state 
and naa eane Ten according to economics. In other 


words, politics is directly related to the economy. 
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The society of the industrial 
community is based primarily on peer groups which 
express themselves in the form of clubs, and the mind 
expression of the industrial society is individual in 
a very new society with much confusion, 

The industrial society is very, 
very new in terms of human development in the world, it 
is so new that it hasn't yet developed its own set of 
norms; it is working from agrarian norms, it is working 
from medieval norms, it is working from norms that are 
in the background of the peoples who have moved into 
the industrial society, whether they be Japanese ‘or 
French or German or British; and in part and to a great 
extent the norms of those peoples’ backgrounds, when 
they were in the feudal systems and the agricultural 


systems ,and in the tribal systems, don't fit into the 


industrial economy, don't fit into the industrial world, | 


and in part it's that reality that causes a lot of 
the gaps, a lot of the confusion, a lot of the frustra- 
tions within the industrial world itself. 

Maybe if we shut the windows 
it would warm up a bit. 

Q Oh, warm up a bit, yes. 

A To go on then, ina 
traditional Cree economy, you lived basically on the 
hunt. The Cree way of life was developed before horses 
were introduced into North America. The hunt was buf- 
falo, primarily buffalo, but other game animals that 
lived on the prairies, and what was hunted, what was 


killed or caught was consumed. So again you have seek 
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raw material, produce something from it and consume it, 
very similar to the industrial economy. 

| The politic of the Cree was 
tribal, and again the reason for this 1S economic. 
Before horses came into North America, Cree people had 
to work together, they had to really learn how to 
structure their lives into large communities in order 
to hunt the buffalo. They would stampede them by foot, 
on foot they would stampede a large herd of buffalo 
over a cliff and that would produce enough food, hides for 
clothing and tents and that kind of thing to last them 
for the whole year. 

Because and as a direct result 
of that, the society of the Cree was based on a society 
of need. In other words, there were societies formed 
according to the needs that had to be met and these 
needs were educational, they were initiation into 
adulthood, they’ were for council,they were for war, theywere © 
for policing within the community, policing 
outside the community, all these things there were 
societies for each and every one of these needs. 

The mind expression of the 
Cree from all of this was one of conformity. Very 
strict and conservative conformity to a structured and 
integral tribal life, to the extent the tribe took 
precedent over individuals, The survival of the tribe 
took precedent over the survival of the individual. 

In the Athapaskan society the 
economy is based on the hunt of moose and other animals 


in forested areas. What is hunted is consumed, again 
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produced from raw material and consumed. Again the 
politic of the Atnapaskan and the social structure of 
the Athapaskan ererdicectiy related to the basic econo 
of the georgraphy that the geography permitted. The 
Athapaskan people are a woodland people, they live in - 
bush, and they lived off the animals that the bush was 
able to provide, and the bush was able to provide anim: 
that lived alone, like the moose. Very seldom -- the 
woodland caribou is not as numerous as the barren land 
caribou, is what I'm trying to say. The barren cariboi 
almost preeeated the Dogrib people from forming into 
tribal communities -~ not quite, but just about. : The 
woodland caribou that the Athapaskan --~ I'm talking 
now specifically about the Slavey, a distinction, the 
Dene as pronounced by the Slavey, and Dene as pronounc: 
by the Dogrib -=- the Dene people lived politically 
in hunting families. The family was extended, grand- 
parents, aunts and uncles, nieces and nephews, brothers, 
sisters, children. The whole social structure of the 
people, the social inter-action, the society of the 
people was also family, it was the very same thing. 
The political institution and the social institution 
of the Athapaskan people traditionally was the family. 
The mind expression of this 
was highly individualized, and when you live in close 
proximity of contact with Athapaskan people you find th. 
there are a lot of good characters, there's nothing blan: 
about them, they don't all fade into each other, very 
distinct in characteristic. The individuality in this 


society, however, as opposed to the individuality in 
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the industrial economy or society, the Athapaskan individual- 
ity is attuned to an old, a very old and ancient well- 
established order. It has existed long enough to permit 
the people, in other words, to formulate their norms, to ; 
formulate their values, their orientation, their inter- 
actions, all of these things, in all circumstances, 
There is no confusion, 

Each of these ways of life then 
has a mind prepared by that way of life, and which 
prepares the young to survive in that way of life. 


It must be recognized, however, 


not to its discredit, but just as a fact of reality, a 


fact of history, that the industrial way being the young- 
est way of life, has the least experience. 

Q Being the what? 

A The industrial -- 

As being Wat? 

A The industrial way of life 
being the youngest of the three types of lives, way of | 
life, it's just newly developing, it has the least 
experience. It hasn't experienced enough yet, in other 
words, in teaching its young how to cope with life, with 
-in its own system. It's system in fact isn't even yet 
completely developed. 

The way that a people discipline 
their children is one of the strongest forces by which 
children learn the way of life of the people. Now some 
of these things I'm going to be getting into might be 
disjointed to a certain extent, and to really get into 


that area I spent 16 months on it with a class of about 
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45 students between the ages of 19 and 55, all Cree 
people living in an Athapaskan geographical situation, 
confronted with an industrial thing, and I have drawn 
from that that experience. 

Q Well, take your time, I'd 
like to listen to what you have to say. I don't know aise 
Mr. Bonnatrouge is going to do with all this when Tet Ay 
finished, and I understand the local radio station is 
providing the whole village with a live broadcast of what is 


being said here so we may take a coffee break, and let 


you, after Mr. Lamothe is finished, and let you decide 
what you're going to -- how you're going to wrestle 
with this. But carry on and take your time, 

A Well, I've tried to bring 
the major points to bear to outline -- to give you 
an outline, at least, of some of the things that have 
to be considered when you are dealing with people 
confronted with alternative ways of life, and from those 
outlines perhaps I could send you something in writing | 
later. 

Q Carry on. 

A Li juset-go.as, it 45, | 
disjointed, then. 

Stemming directly from the 


way of life is the wisdom that way of life, its 


“experiences, often force on a people. What that implies’ 


is that people don't change unless they're forced to. 
They don't learn an alternative way unless they're forced 
pls hee The thing that forces peopie to learn a new way 


of life is the experiences with survival, and you coula , 
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carry that a little further and say perhaps a little 
more experience on the part of the industrial people, 
with their eoroser to life will force them to have 
to change. The centre of New York City is being used 
as a garbage dump. The Hudson River has almost stopped 
flowing because it's so stagnant. The Great Lakes, 
Massive bodies of water, and many of them you can't drink 
the water out of. 

This wisdom has a way of knowing 
and doing, living so as to survive. Within this code 
of wisdom, this philosophy of life the people adhere 
to values and it is in this area of human endeavor, 
the adherence or lack of adherence to values, in 
which we find much cause of the frustration, the di lemmas, 
the anger, irrational and unreasonable outlets to an 
apparently impossible situation, 

| The ability or inability of 

people to live as they know they should is directly re- 
fated to their self-image, self-motivation, and ability 
to live with themselves and others, This is crucial, 
because the hunting economy permitted a man to support | 
an extended family; whereas the wage economy does not 
adequately support an immediate family within the expecta- 
tions that the industrial economy raises, We should | 
always be buying something else, buying something new, i 
don't watch T.V., it’s bad for your soul. I'm hooked on ! 
a oe 

We have elders alive now who 
in their youth supported up to 40 people, Etoli, an old 


man living in the hospital right now, in his youth 
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supported up to 40 people by hunting. Who of us with 
our salarieS today can support ten? 

Etoll is living in the hospital 
here because primarily the expectations of ourselves, 
his relatives, have been changed by education, the chur- 
ches, the industrial economy; and secondly because the 
wage economy as we are into it,also because of expecta- 
tions, it's because of expectations that we are hooked | 
on the wage economy, does not generate enough cash to 
support more than one family as understood, nuclear 
family -- father, mother, and children, 


Nevertheless, young women are 


raised among the Dene people to expect specific benefits | 
from a husband. However, these benefits are found in a 
hunting economy, not in a wage-earning economy. Young 
men are raised to believe that to be a man one must 
provide these benefits, and again these benefits are not 
found in the wage~earning economy. 

The industrial economy cannot 
provide the benefits, it is not geared to provide the 
benefits. The benefits are self-image, esteem, self- 
esteem, esteem of others, respect, self-respect, respect. 
of others, The capability to provide a standard compara~ 
ble to the rest of society, we are brought into the 
world in our families with tools to handle a hunting 
situation and we are forced by history and the situation’! 
as it exists to cope with a wage-earning economy. Our 
minds are one place and we're hooked on something else 
because of expectations, 


In other words then, we are a 
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people caught in an industrial economy with a mind 

2 prepared for a hunting economy, I'vesaid that. The expec- 

31 tations women have of their men, the self-expectations 

4 Of the men of the women not being realized in everyday 

7 life results in frustrations, confusions, misunderstand- 

| ings, and anger that net broken homes. We had a very 
7 moving example from Betty earlier this evening of how 
this happens on a personal level. 

Qo The contacts of the young Dene 
ao people raised to one psychological and philosophical 

11! way of life view of realities, with a way of life 

12, Which demands a different discipline for survival, these | 

13 contacts are confusing, unsettling, they raise defensive | 

.¢ mechanisms making it difficult to communicate ideas, 

L and in many cases totally unacceptable to the many 
individuals who have a hard time to cope, and so we have 
dropouts from school and from life. 

Mr. Berger, today you have 

19 witnessed before you some Dene people who have perhaps, 

) from your view, come through beautifully these confusing | 

| experiences, Perhaps a more emphatic statement to you 

22 to demonstrate the reality of this situation I have 

oe outlined here would be to take you through the communi- 
ties of the north and introduce you to the many, Many, 
many of us whohaven't. Confront these young people now 
with the elders who have not lost touch with who they 
are, and the expectations these elders have in the 
mind view of the world and its realities to the Dene, 

45 remembering the place and role of the elders in the 


20. people's mind view of the world, remembering also the 
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place and role the elders have and the beliefs of the 
people and you can see why we have many young people 
suffering. | 

These realities exist as a 
direct result to the experiences in the immediate past. 
They are some of the causes of many symptoms like 
rising levels of crime, broken homes, alcoholism, etc. 
But these realities are not culture. Neither are the 
symptoms culture. At best they are a ploughed field, 
The French expression generates a better picture, 
ae eee cauepedsbomious “hae eonnoeaticae of to 
be in labor, as to give birth. The confusion is like 
a ploughed field, it's like a field ready to give birth. 

To carry this analogy then, 
culture is the living process of cultivating the soil, 
the plant, and the flower. Right now we have some 
beautiful plants and flowers, but they are out in the 
bush. You have to seek them out. Even seven years 
ago we‘had some here on the island, but the industrial 
development plans in view of the pipeline started coming 
in and the Experimental Farm is now a barren trailer 
court, even barren of trailers. 

Tt seems that torn land is 
the mark of the industrial culture. What I am saying is 


that confusion, alcoholism, frustrations, gaps like 


' generation gaps, economic gaps, social gaps, these are 


more the cultural product of the industrial world and not 
of the native world. 


The reason they are the product 


of the industrial world.is because the industrial world is so 
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young. It hasn't yet formulated its being. Any man of 
the industrial world who is a man of integrity is a man 
of integrity primarily because he lives according to 

an agrarian value system. 

The sociology of knowledge and 
the sociology of music substantiate this, I'm not a 
professional in this area, I've studied it to a certain 
extent, but from what I have seen and from how I look 
at it, it is my impression that the music of rhythm, 
harmony, order and concord was created prior to the 
industrial revolution. Or it was created early into 
the industrial revolution by minds who were the product | 
of an earlier age, In my opinion the predominant 
character of the industrial age music is dissonance, 
Music is becoming identified now very strongly with the 
soul expression of the people's culture. The people's 
culture expressed in its soul, and if the soul of the 
industrial world is one of dissonance, then we can 
understand the confusion in Fort Simpson. 

It is not by accident, for 
example, that the Fifth Movement of the Symphony Fantas- 
tic DY =Berl107z plays on dissonance, and is a take-off 
from the tract of the Mass of the Dead, "Dies Irae” the days of 
wrath and sorrow, 

Further, another piece of 
music, In-A-Gadda~Da-Vida by the [Iron butterfly, though | 
following movements similar to symphonies, is existent- 
ialistic and identifies absurdity in the extreme. It's 
a negation of all that's beautiful and yet it fascinates 


like hypnotism from a snake, 
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With this mind the industrial 
people have come. I don't mean to identify a lot of 
people in Fort Simpson this way, a lot of non-native 
people. There are many very good non-native people in 
Fort Simpson, There are many very good people working 
for Arctic Gas and Foothills too, I'm sure who are.not aware 
of a lot of these things, who as Gerry said earlier, 
don't know what they're doing. Another Man said that 
2,000 years ago, too. 

With a different mind, confused. 
perhaps, but closer to the roots of the past than are the 
industrial people, the Dene are working here now through | 
the Koe Go Cho Society to gather and strengthen their 
lives, to face the future. The Koe Go Cho Society is 
administering this building right now and we are working, 
some of the things we want to do I will briefly outline. 
I will quickly read to give you an idea. 

What the total mind of the 
community needs in mind, the Society sees the Seca oonent 
of a Community Resource Centre servicing the educaticnal, 
cultural and social needs of the native people as necessary 
to their development and growth into a place of maturity, 
respect, and dignity in the north. With this more- 
encompassing view of the development necessary among 
their people, the Koe Go Cho Society looks constantly | 
towards the development of strong integral families. 
This overview has been uppermost in the minds of 
the executive of the Society in the past years, 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think, Mr. 


Lamothe, since you're beginning a discussion of the 
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objects of the Society and we've been carrying on for 
a couple of hours, maybe you wouldn't mind if we take 
a five or ten-minute break, and then you can just carry 
on when we resume. If that's all right then we'll just -- 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED: 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, ladies 
and gentlemen, we'll carry on now. Just before Mr. 
Lamothe begins again, I should say that I understand 
there are a number of people who wish to speak tonight 
so what we will do is we will carry on tonight for some 
time until we decide that we're too tired to continue, 
and then we will come back here at 9:30 tomorrow morning 
and carry an till about noon, and that should give 
everyone who wishes to speak a chance to do so, and 
then tomorrow afternoon I will, I think, be leaving 
for Wrigley. But I think in that way we should be able 
to hear pve rors who wishes to speak and I hope that 
will be satisfactory. 

Maybe you'd just translate that 
before we carry on. 

(INTERPRETER COMPLIES) 
RENE LAMOTHE, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: I was just going 
to go through very quickly and was told to slow down, 
some of the things that the Society, the Koe Go Cho 
Society wishes to do here in Simpson. 

Perhaps I should explain that 
Koe Go Cho in Dene means “a large home", This is the 
interpretation that the Chairman of the Board has given 


me. 
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I guess the reason I want to 
do this, the reason I want to expose some of these 
things is to identify to you, Mr. Berger, and to the 
Government of Canada that in spite of a lot of views, 
a lot of opinions, the Dene people here are committed 
to a very healthy way of life, and are actively seeking 
the ways in which to ensure that this thing can continue, 
that healthy way of life in a family context can con- 
tinue. So I'll begin again and I'm not going through 
everything that we have verbalized, but I'll take out 


some key points to help you see these things. : 
. | 

So with the total imagine of the 
community's needs in mind, the Society sees the develop-_ 
ment of a Community Resource Centre servicing the 
educational, cultural, and sucial needs of the native 
people as necessary to their development and growth into 
a placeof maturity, respect and dignity in the north. 


With this more-encompassing view of the development 


necessary among their people, Koe Go Cho looks constantly | 


towards the development of strong integral families, 
and this overview has been uppermost in the minds of 
the executive of the Society in the past year. 

With this overview still in 
mind, the Society looks towards a more complete service 
to its people so as to (l)use theof strength of the 
traditional family, the extended family, to build 
families of integrity to meet present demands; (2) to 
build strong families to meet present demands by working) 
towards creating a more healthy social mileau, by provid- 


ing youth recreational services, alcohol rehabilitation 
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services, specialized child care service for delinquents 
and abandoned children, and information services; 
(3) also in the light of this overview of the community 
comes the area of adult education recognized as a very 
necessary part in the overall development of the people. 
With the foregoing in mind, the . 
executive directors of the Koe Go Cho Society, in consul- 
tation with the members of the Band Council and their i 
Chiefs in Fort Simpson, Jean Marie River, Fort Wrigley, 
Fort Liard, Nahanni Butte, Trout Lake,the members of the 
Society bates hereby seeking funding to operate the follow- 
ing programs: Student residence, we are operating now, | 
we have a budget for 48 children and we have 54; an 
alcohol rehabilitation and preventative service; the 
approval for this proposal was given last Friday here. 
We are seeking also adult education, special child 
care services, research centre, an ambulatory Senior 
Citizens' Home, and a Youth Recreation Friendship Centre. 
In many ways the Society administering this building 
right now is providing the service required as 
far as a Friendship Centre and a Youth Centre is con- 
cerned, because the building is open, the recreational 
facilities available to students in the residence 
are available to the young people in the community and 
intransient people who are having a hard time to find 
a place, if the hotels are full or what have you -- often 
come here and find a place to stay. 
Within the complex are daily 
opportunities for mutual contact among staff, senior 


citizens, those participating in programs and resident 







et nemee> sits 10 walviovo 


nov 6 26 bas impoom no taeoobs ‘stubs 20 sex8 2amo> 


A br a 


jatqoag ste to snongoteveb ‘Ls19vo odd ak req 2e0en 
ofa ,boim oi pntopeTo® ord 310 Devaar 
eeeune! &é yetetool 6 ond od 20% eld 20 iubenestt aviiepess 
vier? fe Lionwed brs ertd to ima ons d3iw noiin3 


,yeipiaw ¢1o% ,xevint eixzsM sist: . monte 210% at stein 


Ez 


edz Yo esodmem att,elsl JuozT you Servers Pts a0 
=wollo? ez osn19q0 od pribact onbiesi ydexeri S15 taper 
,wor paisateqo O26 sw ,sonabieet Jnsbus2 sauces “pad 
mm ,h€ over ow bas neiblids 46 1203 tepbud 5 sever ew 

edd ~spivise svissiasvs7g bas aoitssilidsdex lorlools 

sted yshitt tesi nevip asw Lseoqoiq eid? aol Isvozqges 
blino Letfoage ,fokseoube jiubs oels patiese s16 WV 

roknse yroteludms ms ,e1saso dowsSaSst ,2eo%viI08 St8D 
,etine> gidehaetst nolsasi9e% dgno¥ s bas ,emoll ‘enerisio 
pothisvd weds paitotalainhs yieioo2 ead eysw yneo nt 

es bosiupsas eqivise odd paibivoxg et wor ‘apis 
-eo9 6k O§¢ns>D djvoYy 6 bas s13aed qian 6 86 16% 
isnoLisetos7 ott ,dedo ei onibi turd ade. eausoad 1 bomss9 
eonatiess ent al BINERUSS o2 eldsfisvs eoisifion® 

bas yikeummos eda ak etqoed pRUOY ont oF sf ts vB 916 
bi? of sik? b2ed 6 pnived ete out aigooa Snpiensxént 


navtc -- voy euad s4itv 0 Lfvt ous elodod oy 32 wala” 


1¢ | ee pater etd ra 
vase od s2eig a autts 


. iin 6 ot anon eds sittin 


aD pan ‘ag 





BULLWEST REPORTING LTD. 2696 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
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students, programinter-action and co-operation, the 
Society is confident that this more complete approach 
to human development will be of benefit not only to the 
native people -- 

Q Could you just slow down 
a bit? 

A Sorry. Within the 
complex with daily opportunities for mutual contact 
among staff, senior citizens, those participating in 
programs and resident students, program inter-action 


and co-operation, the Society is confident that this 


more complete approach to human development will he of 


a 


benefit to not only the native people of the region, 
but to the community at large. 

With the community at large in 
mind, the Society realizes that all people have needs to: 


be met, but wish to develop these programs as it is 


native people in the majority who require these services, 


The Society does not look only at Fort Simpson but | 
represents the communities that I outlined above. | 

One of the programs that we | 
are seeking funding for, we call simply a Research Centre 
I'll give you some of the rationale for a Research Centre 
that we have formulated, This program will act as a ) 


Resource Centre for adult education, co-curricular 


an Alcohol Rehabilitation Centre, it will be a resource 
to all of these things, It will be a resource to 
special child care services, a resource to cultural | 


activities related to all programs, as well as for 
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recreational and other leisure time activities. 


The Research Centre will provide 


facilities for the production and packaging of materials 


related’ to the native Tite *in the orth. “ Further, it 


will provide facilities within the complex for meetings 


of groups interested in learning about the native 


culture. Some areas of immediate concern are gathering, 


coding, indexing of materials, and the history, the 
culture, and present development of the people to be 


made available for study. This material could be 


obtained -- maintained in the Community Library, which 


will also be housed in this building. 
The project would attempt to 
carry out a grass-roots research into specific and 


current educational needs and interests of the native 


people which will provide the basis for more comprehen- 


sive and specific programs in the future. The program 


would build up a library of books, magazines, audio- 
visual packages, audio packages, and it would help 
record music, language, legends and life experiences 
of the people in the land. 

This Program Centre by the 
above activities will help promote or foster cultural 
activities, inter-cultural activities, communications 
among people and between the people, meaning Dene and 
non-Dene , a greater awareness in the non-native 


community of the culture and the needs of the native 


people, a new sense of self-awareness and self-reliance 


among the native people, and the use of moral reinforce- 


ment found in the extended family to reinforce motives 
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for advancement of alj active in the operation of the centre. 


I should add that parallelling 
this Research Centre and in co-operation with an Adult 
Education Centre we would like to set up an Information 
Centre which would provide these types of information 
about the industrial and the government and the non- 
Dene way of life to the Dene, and in this way it would 
also create a greater sense of awareness in the native 

community of the non-native way. Hopefully, therefore, 
by information bridging gaps, helping people to under- 
stand each other. 

One of the crucial parts ‘of 
realizing these objectives is the necessity of having 
Old people live in this centre with the young people. 

Q Is that going on now? 

A This is going on now. 
Another part of the program would be an ambulatory 
Senior Citizens! Home, and one of the functions of the 
Senior Citizens’ Home or perhaps the function that is 
most important to the growth of the people as a whole 
is the Senior Citizens' Home, We don't look at Senior 
Citizens' Home as they are looked at in the south or 
by the industrial economy, I'll just briefly read this, 

The reason for having senior 
citizens here is a service to them, of course. If they 
choose to come there would be no charge to them, We 
would ask them to come as leaders of the people, as 
people who have the knowledge of the ways of life of the 
people to teach to the young here, They would come not 


as people who have no further productive reality in the 





thubA ne dtiw modzeteqo-9p ni bas exams? doggeeen elds 
noisamxotal ns qu toa oF BAIL bivow sw s1tae0 aDigsoubS 
notgemotat Yo aeqy? seedt sbivorg Sivow rokdw s23a69 
-non ort bas tasmpxevop sid bas lsixztzeubat ey suods 
biyow ti yew eld? mi bas ,ened aft oF stil to yew ened 
sviten oft oi aeenexsws to esase 16fssTp 6 92ee2> Cals 
,etotsied? ,yllvtecol .ysw evitan-coa edt to y3Lavmmos 
-1ebnv oF slqoeg pnigied ,eqsy paipbind ao iseorsotnt yd 
-xsrizo dose basse 
to’ eJisq Intowxrs ef 20 and 
paived to ytizesoen add ei esvisos{tdo sess prisilse: 
,elgost emoy of? dtiw ortneo eidd at evil elqoeq blo 
§won @o peniop sedy el ) 
,won ao pntop ai eld? A 
yxojsiudms os sd Slvow meaxpotq ead to 226q temjonA 
efit to enoitony? siz to sco bas, ,omoH "enosisi2 toinse 
ei 3ad% nottony? ert eqadteq xo emoH 'anesizid tolnse 
elorw 6.26 slgosq efz to dgwoup edd of stasizogni teom 
sotme2 #6 Aool t'nob oW ,emol ‘ansstetd zoine? add at 
xe Agvor ond ni ts betool ots yedd es emo ‘enesizid 
,endtd Beer Widelad seut IL'Z ,ymomooe Ieixd ods yd 
toinse paived x0% sossex edT a 
yed? =I .se7u0d 20 ,meds oF soliviee ‘ies si1ed anesizio 


26 ,elqoeg sit to axebsel es emoo of mod? Aes biuow 
ers Yo e241 Yo aysw 642 20 apbelwond ed3-eved ow elqoeg 
dicand biuow MAE <A ROPERS SB Ny ape 





ow marl? 02 epraria on ed biuow s1ed3 smoo 03 eacoro 


nw 





aad 


poor 


eet Heda rise ts 2699 


R. Lamothe 


existence of the people, but as the crucial element, the 
age which passes on the life to the young. One of the 


perspectives of life that is lacking in the industrial 


economy which is a very real thing in the Indian movement 


or in the Indian world is the fact that we are born 
every day, and that every little bit of information that 
we learn is a birth. As we learn the way of life from 
the old, as we get older we understand different things, 
we hear a legend, we hear it again, we hear it again, 

we hear it again and every time at a given age this 
legend takes on new meaning. 

So the senior citizens by.their 
presence, their knowledge of the past, of language, of 
songs and dances, of the legends, the material aspects 
of their culture such as the building of canoes, snow- 
shoes, this kind of thing, will be very instrumental in 
creating the spirit, the atmosphere in which a _ culture 
thrives. The senior citizens will be present to give 
moral support to the adults in alcohol rehabilitation. 
They will be present to assist the research and infor- 
mation crew to build a library of native folklore. 

Their presence in the educational system as it is 
developing will make it possible for them to take up 
their rightful and ancestral role as teachers of their 
people. 

| To go on then with the presen- 
tation, as I would like to indicate the native culture 
is not dead, and yet we are trapped. We are trapped 
by the past where people were forced into this system, 


and by the present, by the expectations that experience 
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has raised. I don't know that it’s necessary to elabor- 
ate on the idea that in the past children were removed 
from their families and sent to residential schools and this 
kind of thing. You have in the memoirs of Bishop Gruard, 
a statement, just to paraphrase it, we have lived among 
the native people for 75 years and we see them once 
every two years, and we haven't got the people to 
send out in the land with them so he and Bishop Clute, 
Bishop Grandez made a proposal to the Federal Government | 
that residential Balas be instituted and that the 
apices be removed from their parents, the authority of 
the child be placed in the residence. | 

Q Authority over the child? 

A Over the child, that the 
service of the R.C.M.P. would be used to bring the 
children, if necessary, into the residence where the 
child would be Christianized and taught an agricultural 
way of life, would be made sedentary and economical and 
viable units in the structure of Canada, It's on this 
basis that the residential schools got started in 
Western Canada. It's based with all good intention. 
These three bishops were al] from France where the | 
churches had set up since the Middle Ages orphanages 
because of the many wars in Europe, many kids were left 
Orphan and the churches took care of them. You know, 
that was the thinking and it grew from that. Socially 
it was a disaster. 

Q When did the three bishops 
make that proposal to the Federal Government? 


A That was in the late 1800'g,. 
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He went on further and said that, 
"It is estimated that within three generations 
the total native population will be Christian, 
agrarian, and viable economic units in the 
structure of Canada, 

These are his words paraphrased. 

Looking at that fact, 75 some 
years down the road, the bishops of Northern Canada, 
both Anglican and Catholic, have come to the conclusion, 
and looking at the presence of native people in their 
churches that the residential school was not a viable 
alternative to Christianize the people and that's why 
they have -- one of the reasons, I think, have withdrawn 
from residential schools. There's only one left up in 
Inuvik being administered by the Catholic Church, 

Native people are not going 
to the church. Many adhere to the Christian beliefs but 
PS ater, fe bring them into the churches. 

So there are still people 
living on the land, the culture is not dead, There are 
people who come and go, who work a while in the wage- 
earning economy,who go out to the land for a while, who 
stay in town maybe a few years, will go out on the 
land for a few months or for a year, and the industrial 


encroachment would seriously hinder continuation of 


that life. 


As an example, the cut line, 
asimple cut line moving down from the Horn Plateau -- 
Q Seismic? 


A -- seismic line from the 
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Horn Plateau to out towards the Mackenzie there near 
Rabbitskin, crosses the Rabbitskin, I think it's 16 
times, and every place that it crosseg you know the 
Rabbitskin twists and turns and every place it crosses 


the Rabbitskin the washout from’ spring runoff has taken 


the topsoil away right down to bedrock, and maybe that's — 


meaningless to us but to the family that lives there 
and hunts there it meant on one occasion -~ well, the 
first time that the man went. up that way after this 


washout had happened, he planned to be gone for four 


days, to be for three of those days on the Horn Plateau, 


and it took him almost 20 hours to get up to the Horn 
Plateau the first time. He had to cut a new trail ail 
the way from the Mackenzie up to the Horn Plateau, 
because this washout had washed out his trail 16 times, 

The industrial encroachment 
would seriously hinder the continuation of that life. 
And they ask, "Will that life die, because a rose petal 
puts up very little resistance to a bulldozer." 

Mr. Berger, you have heard the 
position taken consistently by the native people along 
the Mackenzie Corridor, and you have heard today we are 
much of the same mind here. Some of the reasons 
why we are of the same mind is because we have had the 
same experiences. I'll give you an example, 

A few years ago Imperial Oil 
was looking for a site to set up their bulk plant here 
in Simpson, and this was when shipping to Simpson was 
by river. 


Q Pardon? 
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A This was when shipping to 
Simpson was by river, so they wanted to have their bulk 
plant near the water where they could just (fill: their 
storage tanks from the barges, So there's an old couple 
down the river here, their name is Lafferty, it's the 
uncle of Bill, and it's Mr. Lafferty who told me this 
story when I was on Village Council, he told it to me 
to see if I could try and move the bulk plant. I brought 
it up once at the Village Council but with not too much 
Success. — 

First a couple of tanks went up, 
and the Lafferty's said, "Well, that's what we expected," 
you know, and that was all right. But now they can't see 
up-town for storage tanks, fuel tanks, and their fear Ha 
that if one of those tanks gets on fire, their house is 
SOFClOSES CO. Tests Geingetd burh; 

When this situation happened 
in vellepknieeyeénotiok pressure was made by the Guana ies 
of Yellowknife that the storage tanks were moved. | 


Originally storage tanks were always beside the river Or 
beside the lake, as in the case in Yellowknife; but pene 
the highways came in, as they did in Yellowknife, they | 
moved the storage tanks out onto the highway in an : 
isolated spot where there is no residential area, and 
this was basically the request that we made here too, 

and the request was made by Mr. Lafferty. He told me 

a number of times through different bulk agents and 
different agents that worked for Imperial Oil, and to 


Village Council, and he says, "All I get is a shrug," 


SO again it's the age-old story of the servant taking 
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over the master's house, 

There is a situation that you 
must be aware of. The communities in Canada are unique , 
in Northern Canada, i mean. They're not like the 


communities that grew from the agricultural or the 


industrial complex in the south. They're unique in this 


way, they're based on a service to native people. To 
give you an example, again I'm under oath to speak the 
truth so I'll tell you a story. I don't know if this is 
true but it identifies a reality that does exist. The 
reality of these communities ©xiStS in this way. 


This one maybe exaggerates, 


accentuates the reality. There was a community a few 


! 


years ago in the Central Arctic anyway, about 300 Eskimo. 


people, Innuit people who were totally self-sufficient, 


they were living on the land in the old traditional 


way, and social development in the Territorial Government 


was being started at that time and they hired a couple 
of people from the University of Alberta, and these 
people went into that community, just out of university, 
one week orientation in Yellowknife, straight 

into Central Arctic, traditional Innuit community, and 
they were floored. People living in skin tents in the 
summer in the 20th century in Canada? It's unthinkable. 


So they went back to Yellowknife and they really raised 


a storm, and they insisted on having housing, having 


schools, on having everything that goes with it. 
So they went back in with a 
big team and they went in with housing and they brought 


in the school, and D.P.W. went in to build the school 
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and D.P.W., had to have maintenance people to build the 


school, and D.P.W. people and school people had to have 


recreational facilities, so a recreational facility went | 


in. That meant a bar, and a Community Hall, and so -- 


well, you've got to travel back and forth and so you 


need some roads, and so you need some maintenance people | 


for the roads and you need a garage to maintain the 


' 


| 


vehicles, and so you need a store to Maintain the people, 


and so you've got this spin-off effect all based on the 
idea that we have to help these Indian people, these 
Innuit people, Pretty soon you've got a whole community 
based on a completely artificial reality. These people 


were taking care of themselves, Apparently the net 


result, according to this story of this situation in the | 


Central Arctic was that in a period of 4% years, or five | 


years, that community was moved from acompletely self- 
sufficient, strong community, a way of life that had 
permitted them to survive for generations in the area 
into a subserviant community with about 90% of them 
on welfare, and alcoholic, apparently, 

You have a similar situation 
on the reverse of that coin happened in Good Hope last 
winter when the Chief told all his people, "Look, we're 
moving into the bush," and he told me when he was here 
at the Dene assembly that they had about 20 Civil 
Servants in Fort Good Hope all winter who didn't know 
what they were there for, 

SO we have a very strange 
Situation happening here economi cally. The economy of 


this land is based on its geography, and that geography 
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on the surface is woodland, barren land, its game 


animals, its fish,and in very few parts it is potentially 


agricultural. In the resource area, that economy must 


also produce for itself because as 20 Civil Servants are . 


draining the treasury of untold tax dollars to serve a 
community that doesn't need their service, as the gold 
mines in Yellowknife have drained untold wealth with 
very little return benefit to it, as Pointed Mountain 
gas fields near Liard have drained with no taxes coming 
back to the Territories, as Pine Point has existed 

fOr. aance know how many years and only last year 


began paying income tax, a resource should exist to 


serve the people of the area primarily, as did the bush 


| 


and the game and the fish serve the Dene for generations 


prior to the industrial world coming into here. 


A drainage type economy, whether 


it's draining the treasury to finance 20 Civil Servants 


to provide a superficial service, or a pipeline to 


{ 


drain a resource, a drainage type economy creates infla-' 


tion. It does not create a viable productive vigorous 
realistic human condition of life. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just before 
we move on, have you finished, Mr. Lamothe? 

A NO. . 


THE COMMISSIONER: We will come 


to you in a moment, sir. 


A So in the light of a lot 
of these things a question is in order then: What would 
happen? And I think the reality exists, the possibility 


of it exists, should the inflationary and recessionary 
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moves that are happening in the world right now become 
outright depression and the Territorial Government 
employees get cut back to two or three, as they were 

Only about 20 years ago, we have about 3,000 Territorial | 
employees right now; about 20 years ago there were two. | 
We wonder what causes inflation, 

O.K., I'm not born to the Dene 
people. My grandfather was a young man in 1885, and nis 
older brother was one of five Metis killed defending | 
Batoche , These men died at the hands of Canadian soldiers 
because they wanted to be citizens at par with Eastern 
Canadians, This can be substantiated. It's in the . | 
Sessional Papers and in the Archives of many Canadian 
Archives. These people died so that Canada would 
recognize their right to a piece of land from which to 
make a living. At Batoche the people white, Metis and 
treaty sent petitions twice a year for 15 years to the 
Canadian coberRneat to have title to their lands, just, 
you know, a quarter-section of land. All they wanted 
was title to it, and for 15 years their petitions were 
ignored, Now some few years later, however, in parts | 
of Canada such as Alberta, Canada has recognized that 
right. In Alberta there are Metis colonies, The admin- 
istration of Metis colonies is similar to the administra-+ 


tion of reserves, only the administration of the colony | 


is done from the provincial rather than the Federal 


Government level. 
But this recognition came only 
after World War II when Canada had a strong peace~ 


keeping force, a railroad to move troops if necessary, 
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and economic control of the west through control of the 
agricultural sales. These realities were within the 
scope of Canada's plans from the time of Sir John A, 
Macdonald when he said, "The Indians and Metis of the 
Northwest will be held down with a firm hand till the 
west is over-run and controlled by white settlers,‘ 
in a letter to a friend of his by the name of Rose, 
also contained in the Sessional Papers and the Archives. | 
Throughout this time and for 
generations before, the Metis had a love for the land 
that gave them the strength to die for it. That's | 
where they wanted to live, and they were going to be | 
run off and they said, "No, we're not going to run cea 
Following generations, includ- 
ing my own, progressively lost this love to the extent 
that the Metis people as a people, when I was growing. 
up, were very bland. I am married now into a family 
of the Dene people for close to five years. In those 
five years I have witnessed numerous examples of the 
love that the Dene have for this land. At first I didn't) 


| 
understand,just as many non-Dene people here today did | 


not understand Jim's stand on this issue: but as I came to know the 


people's ways, perceptions of themselves and their land 


and to understand within that context, within their 


context, within their view of the world, within their 


wife and children I began to accuire a capacity to love 
other things. I began to understand these examples I 
have witnessed of the love of the Dene for the land. 


I know that this piece of information I'm giving you 
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here right now must seem obtuse at best, hard to under- 
stand, ania or perceive or see through. But it is 
something that is cory real, and it's in situations 
like this, it's in these kind of areas where the 
communication stops, where the idea that I am trying to 
put across to you doesn't fit within your scope, within 
your view, within your experiences, within your back- 
ground -~- not only you, but many people in Canada, in 
the world, And it's because of this that we have 
misunderstanding. 


vf 


But we have to be able to come 


to understand, to see through these things and to be able | 


to communicate these things. Maybe you should have 
Marshall McLuhan travelling with you. ff we are going to be 
able to live together here, if the pipeline people are 
going to be able to understand the Dene people,they are 
going to have to come to understand what I have said, 
and what many people here, Dene people, have said even 

if it's: hard for them to understand they are going to 
have to make that move. I have spoken to you now for 
almost 45 minutes, and only in this last 5-10 minutes 


have I lost you, some of you, because in the first part 


of it I was speaking from your context, from your under- 


standing, from your words, from your background, and 
now I'm asking you to understand me from mine. 


If you don't want to make that 


effort, then in fact you don't mean it when you say, "We. 


have to live together, we have to work together,” because 


we have to, but to do it you have to come, you have to 


come too, you have to understand me as much as expect me 
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to want to understand you. 

The love of the Dene for the 
land is in their tone of voice, a touch, the care for 
plants, the life of the people and their knowledge that 
that life as a people stems directly from the land. The 
land is seen as mother because she gives life, because 
she is the provider, the protector, the comforter. She 
is constant in a changing world, yet changing in regular 
cycles. She is a story-teller, a listener,@ traveller, 
yet she is still, and when she suffers we all suffer 
with her; and very often in many parts of the world 
whether they believe this or not, many people suffer 
because they have abused their land. She is a teacher, 


a teacher who punishes swiftly when we err, yet a bene- 


'factress who blesses abundantly when we live with 


integrity, respect her, and love the life she gives. 

We cannot stand on her with integrity and respect and 
claim to love the life she gives and allow her to be 

ravaged. 

These are not threats. The 
people have not threatened violence. We are reacting to 
daily violence against us and our beliefs, and to 
threats of an ultimate act of violence from the south, 


an act so violent that experiencing the results of the 


petty violence which has been till now; it might be safe | 


be less violent in terms of the next two to six genera- 


tions, 


There are many ideas and we 


can't express them all, and yet we want to impress you 


I 
| 


"to say that a war of genociue by Canada against us would. 
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with an attitude to create an atmosphere, to leave you with more than 
a few intellectual facts. I feel that perhaps Earl's approach with 

a poem yesterday did this better than other presentations. It did 
for me, and so I have another one for you. I'd like to introduce 
this by saying something that has really hit me in the last two days. | 
many of us have been saying, you know, “We have to return to the 
Spirit as native people." 

The thing that hit me is that the 
spirit has to came to us. I didn't discuss with Francois what he 
said about nobody is threatening violence, we want to live and let 
live. So who taught him that and who taught me that,ana we have both 
said it? I didn't discuss with Phoebe what she said about being 
paper people, so who taught her that? Who taught me that? I'm 


going to say it. 


| 

"paper men 
{ 

paper men ‘ | 
| 


paper men blooow 


paper men 
paper men 


paper men Sew Sew Sew 


paper men 
paper men 


paper men blow 


hanging from strings 


they giggle and dance 


hanging from strings 


they squiggle and prance 


hanging from strings 
they do not control 


they rustle to silence the voices of | 


people men 
people men 


people men cry 


people men 
people men 


people men die 
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people men 
people men 
people men 
why do the strings of the paper men 
jail you out 
jail you in 
jail you from 


~~. a 
—— tN Ee eee 


people people who weep © 
people people who laugh 
people people who live and die | 
in hunger | 


ome 


in hunger 
in hunger of love 
in hunger of food 
in hunger of people people 
people people ' 
people 
people” 


Our God is not dead. Our spirit lives and it isn't institutionalized. 
We are a people of people, not of paper, not of corporation: we are @ 
people of people and we must be respected in our right to pursue our 
life within this standard. I thank you. : 
; THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much, | 
Mr. Lamothe. We should like to have your written material, if you | 
would let us keep it so that itcan be marked as an exhibit. | 
(SUBMISSION BY RENE LAMOTHE MARKED EXHIBIT C~199) 
Mr. Bonnatrouge, I understand you're 
willing in a few sentences to sum up in Slavey what Mr. Lamothe said) 
You told me that at coffee. I'm not embarrassing you, am I? 
: (WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE INTERPRETER: I'll try to explain | 
What he is talking about and sort of compare -- | 
(INTERPRETER COMPLIES) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, sir--I wonder | 
if you'd swear in this witness? | | 
ALFRED NAHANNI, sworn: | 
THE INTERPRETER: He's Alfred Nahanni. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead, sir. 
THE INTERPRETER: Alfred | 
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A. Nahanni 


Nahanni, I am a trapper ever since I can remember, living 
in the bush, and just the last summer I did a little 
bit of work in town, but I Still do quite a bit of 
trapping and still live in the bush in a little cabin. 
One of my main concerns tonight would be in the form of 
a question, because I heard of the pipeline starting 
pretty soon, and it will be -- somebody told me it's 
going to be near my home, so I'd like to direct a couple. 
of questions to the pipeline companies, 
Where would that pipeline 
right-of-way be? Where would that pipe be? How far away 
or how near to my cabin or my home would the pipe be 
laid, and also he wants to ask a question about the 
size of the pipe, and when he mentions the size of the 
pipe he says there is naa bush fires in the summer- 
time, and if they made the pipe too big or too near 
the surface of the ground the fire will destroy and burn 
my land. Once an fire gets at the gas in the pipe, | 
it would destroy the whole Mackenzie Valley, so no 
pipeline is better for us, and when he says "us", he | 
talks about himself as an Indian, and he talks and he | 
says I speak for a lot of my friends when I say, "No | 
pipeline is better for us." 


We need to know who is proposing 


this pipeline, and what's going to be in it and who is 


going to be the actual benefit -- who is actually going 
to benefit from the pipeline? We need to know more 
about the pipeline and when he talks that way I -- he 
says I mean we want to know more about the pipeline 


because what we do not know, we are scared of and we 
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don't want because we do not know anything about it. 

Long ago we have been always 
from the land and tendntionaliy we have been poor, and 
the introduction of the white man's ways have made 
things -- it was for a time a bit better than the old 
times, but now things have deteriorated again, The 
way they're going right now we may have to return to the 
bow and arrow days to subsist or just to breathe, I 
guess, instead of dying off. 

Referring to the high cost of 
living, and he refers to the inflation of all different 
things that he himself sees, and grocery bills going 
up, and he talks about the introduction of more steel 
products around him in stores, machinery, equipment, 
and he might even be referring to this microphone, steel. 
He says up here in the cold, in the north steel destroys 
a lot of things because in the cold steel cannot be 
used, and with more introduction or with more incoming 
Steel products up here in the north, we will eventually 
die because we will be overpowered by something that 
doesn't feel the cold. That will be the eventual 
destruction of the Indian people of the north. 

He refers to the steel products 
that are still coming in by barge, road, or whatever. 
Who is doing this? He'd like to know. He doesn't feel 
it's actually the government, or maybe the government 
doesn't even know because according to him with inplasion.| 
and all, monetary values and whatnot, steel prices are 
going down so that steel is cheap today and it's going 


to be scattered all over the north, If that happens, 
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something will have to give, it will have to be the land 
and its animals and eventually its people who would starve, 
who would die of starvation if this trend is going to 
keep on. 

He refers to water and pollution, 
He sayS every morning you get up, the first thing that | 
you reach for is a tin cup for something that will get 
you -- something to drink, it's water and tnats survival, 
and that's every morning when you get up. With pollution 
you can poison yourself, | 

; We need more information about 

this pipeline and more what the people call dialogue, I : 
guess, or consultation because in the past the white 
man talks to us or proposes an idea, and we keep our 
head down and nod, but today it is not like that. We are 
asking questions or beginning to ask questions at least, 
and he keeps referring to steel products which are in 
store, warehouses, Hudson's Bay Stores and whatnot. This 
keeps on and the pipeline will be a part of this trend 
to bring more steel, it's going to be a steel pipeline, 
and he says when I think of that, we are better off 
without the pipeline, 

He iS talking about an idea 
and I think his daughter, Phoebe, can interpret better 
than I can. I just can’t express it in English. 


THE COMMISSIONER: We'll just 


MISS NAHANNI: There's a number 
of interpretations here, 


CHIEF ANTOINE: I'm going to 
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PURNABY 2, B.C. 


A. Nahanni 


attempt to interpret what he's saying. 
The reason why we're confused 
here is because what he's saying is like a vision, in 
a way like a prediction of how he sees things, and how 
he see what's going to happen in the future to us 
people, including the non-native as well as native. 
What he's saying is that the 
money is getting scarce, there's hardly money around, 
and the prices are going higher, the prices in the 
stores and things like that are going higher. It's like 
that all. over the place, and there's more and more stuff 
coming in but there's no money, and it's going to keep 


on going. There's a lot of things taken out of the 


north and it's the money value on it is going down south. 


and it's used down south probably to -- for -- and he 
says that all this money is going down south, there's 


nothing left in return of the natural resources, that is 


being exploited, that is taken out of the north. This is | 


why there 's no money up here,yet there's more and more 
products coming up here from natural resources. Lf this 
continues, there's going to be a lot of problems in the 
north, and the ultimate ~-- the final result will be there 
will be death-and it is going to destroy everytniny up here. People 
are going to die off and even the young people will die 
off because of that, and if the money for the natural 
‘resources aren't returned to the north, you know, this 


is going to happen, there's going to be destruction; 


but if the money is. returned, maybe things will be a lot 


better up here. 


He's saying that there's lots 
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A. Nahanni 


of money that has been taken out of here already, and 
it's not returned. This is what's causing the situation 
that I just explained. 

I think that's the way I 
interpret that. 

MISS NAHANNI: My interpretation 
is based on other discussions that my father and I had 
about Dene, and what we understand about what's happening 
around us, and I have tried to come to grips with trying 
to explain some of his symbolic descriptions of how he 


sees what is going on, and actually my older sister can 


do better than I can; but basically what I understand | 
what he's saying -- and it may have a lot of bearing on 
how I see things as well -- for what it's worth, here 

is my interpretation. He is asking a question of an 
economic nature, how come the value of the dollar -- wnen 
he says that it's really not steel, put it's money he's 

talking about -- the value of the money or the dollar 

is going down and the government has spent a lot of 

money up here, and yet the money value is going down, 

How come? We'd like to get some hint on an answer. 

In relation to -- he's thinking 
possibly that the value of the money has a relationship 
with the wars that have been going on in the world, and 
that the value of the money, or the money spent on war 
has been so much that if the natural resources up here 
were used and depleted, the money that is spent on wars, 
we would have to get. some kind of return over and beyond 
the amount of money spent on wars. That's my interpreta- 
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L,. Antoine 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mr. Nahanni. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

CHIEF ANTOINE: I think there 
is just one speaker and I'd like to speak again and 
then maybe we could call it off. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
Before we leave tonight, Mr. Ellwood and Mr. Workman, 
when we adjourn after this gentleman has spoken, maybe 
you would go with Mr. Nahanni and Phoebe Nahanni to tha’ 
wall and he could point out his cabin and you could 
explain where your pipelines are going in relation to t 
cabin. Do that after we adjourn. 


Yes sir? 


LESTER ANTOINE, sworn: 


THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, I am 
Lester Antoine, a native of the Fort Simpson Band, 

I strongly support the land 
claim, since it was the first problem to have come up 


before the pipeline, 


I say to you settle the land 
claim so we the people can have a base to work on from 
and then we can be ready for other problems to come. 

Another thing, I was taught 
to live off the land by an old man in Jean Marie and 
Living Obri the Land 2 like 2 lot, and I still go out. to 
hunt and trap, and to breathe the fresh air. 

Before I close there is one 


other thing. If we put some bannock in a packsack and 
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L. Antoine 


send a white man in the bush for two or three days, 
would hardly survive. Thank you. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank VOI}, 
Maybe we could keep your statement, if you would let 
have it, please, Thank you, 
(SUBMISSION BY LESTER ANTOINE MARKED EXHIBIT C-2 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
CHIEF ANTOINE: Mr. Berger, 
I think this is about all the people that we have that 
want to speak on the native viewpoint, and I'd like tc 
thank aes Once again for coming and listening to what 
we have to say. I'd also like to thank the rest vf th 
people that travel with you, news people and Whit Fra: 
for coming here, 
What we have said today is-- 
we have talked among ourselves. Some of the people I 
never talked to who spoke out, and the view that was 
brought to you today is what we really feel. I guess 4 
could tell, and the way we see what's happening aroun 
us, I only hope that things get better for the Dene 
people in Simpson, and we're going to try to work out 
these problems ourselves, and I understand this is go 
to be going on tomorrow again but as the Chief I speak 
for the Indian people, I don't Speak for white people. 


SO maybe tomorrow you might hear some things against wh 


‘we said today but that is the common thing for us in 


Simpson, 
I didn't come here to debate 


or anything like that about anything, and I think we 


expressed ourselves quite clearly, the way we see things 
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So, once again I'd just like 
thank you. 

Mussi. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
you, Chief, and I want to thank all of you who spoke 
this afternoon and this evening. An Inquiry like this 
is an opportunity for us to stop and think about where 
we are going and it is clear to me from what I heard 
yesterday at the Community Hall and today here at the 
LaPointe Hall that the people of Fort Simpson have bee) 
hinking and what you've said was very useful to me, 

I mean that because I feel that I can learn from each 
one of you, So thank you for the contributions you 
have made yesterday and today, and I should remind you 
again that everything you say has been taken down, it 
is printed, and I have -=- it gives me a chance to read 
and re-read what you have said, even after I have left 
Fort Simpson, so that what you said yesterday and today 
will remain with me. 

So we will -- perhaps you 
would translate that, Mr. Bonnatrouge. 

(INTERPRETER COMPLIES) 

THE COMMISSIONER: We'll adjour 

until 9:30 tomorrow morning. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO SEPTEMBER .0i ee Lay 
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7) yesterday and the day before, 


M,. Fizer 

| Fort Simpson, N.W.T. 
2 September 10, 1975. 
3 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and | 
5| gentlemen, we'll start off again this morning and hear | 
6 from those who we didn't have a chance to hear from 

| 














8 We have two witnesses who 

9) haven't been -- or at least one that hasn't been sworn. 
10 | MRS. FIZER: I was just going 

11] to ask 2 question again. 

12 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we will 
13 | just swear in the third witness. 

7 

15) MARY FIZER, resumed: 

16 THE WITNESS: Mr, Berger, I have | 


17, a question I would like to direct to both the applicants | 
18 | of the pipeline. On Monday I asked them about their 

i | 
19 training programs that they've set up so that people in | 


20 the north would take over some of the skilled positions, 





2h should the pipeline be built . 











22 The question that I now ask is 
23 I understand that the job will be a union job during | 
234 the construction phase, and I'd like to know what agree 
25 | ment, if any, or proposed agreement there will be with | 
26 | ‘ the union to ensure that northerners do obtain positions | 
25] on the pipeline, and the second part of the question is 
28 where would the Union Hiring Hall be? | 
29 | THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Workman ~ 
30 | and Mr. Ellwood, maybe you'd like to sit there, Mr. Work+ 
nee ae 
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M, Fizer 


man, just for the moment, and Mr. Ellwood, maybe you'd 
like to take this one and give us what help you can. 
MR. WORKMAN: As far as Arctic 
Gas is concerned we do not yet have bay arrangements 
with any union. This will be negotiated, I'm sure, and 
One of the points we will negotiate with the union is 
the insistance on employment of northerners as much as 
possible, We haven't reached that stage yet of negotia-~ 
tions. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Ellwood? | 


MR, ELLWOOD: Likewise Foothills 


} 


has not reached that stage of negotiating with the: unions} 
| 
} 


onthe specifics of how this will work, but we do have 


this summer a program to train construction workers on | 
our pipeline spreads with Alberta Gas Trunk, in 
Alberta, and that is done in co-operation with the unions 
that those people, although they are non-union, are 
working on the spreads. It gives us an indication at 
least that the unions are co-operative and will follow | 
through on this when the main construction comes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mrs. Fizer, : 
I should tell you that under the pipeline guidelines 
this Inquiry is to make recommendations to the Minister 


and the members of the Cabinet on the provisions that 


should be included in any collective agreement relating 


the pipeline after it is built. So if you have any 
recommendations that you have to make about what the 
union agreement should say, go ahead and tell me what 


you think it should say. 
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| 
1| THE WITNESS: What I wanted to 


ho 


say is that I understand on the Alyeska route in Alaska 
| ¢ e e . . ° 

3| that because of the positions of Union Halls it made it 

4) very difficult for shall we say native Alaskans to get 


>| to the Union Hall to get the job, and if we're going to 
| 





have Union Hiring Halls, then I think that we should have | 
7 Union Hiring Halls in all -- not only one place such as 
8 Hay River and Edmonton, but Union Hiring Halls in ifiuvix | 
9 | and Norman Wells and Fort Simpson, so that the people of | 
10 | Fort Simpson won't have to drive to Hay River and wait | 
| until their name comes up on the list, as I understand 
12) Wael 
} 

13 | Another’ question I'd like to 


14 = direct. 





15 | THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me. 

16 | Miss Hutchinson, you might mark that passage in the 

iy transcript and refer it to Mr. Scott. That's a matter 

18 | that will be coming up in detail at Yellowknife later in| 
19 the year, and it's quite an important one. 

20 THE WITNESS: When you do enter 
into negotiations with the union, are you going to put 

a a percentage quota, or any type of quota on the number 
23} of native northerners that are hired? 

24) MR. WORKMAN: We feel that there. 
25 | will be so many openings, so many jobs to be filled that) 
26 | ‘there will be no problem with all native northerners 

27 | having an opportunity for employment. 

28, THE COMMISSIONER: Are both of 

29 | you talking about native people, or about northerners 





generally? 





a: oy 


a 


a : 7 
a 





oes! } 

ath ees 
oF besaaw Ed nda ae ba ghsl Ls ay wen 
adnslé nb esuor ateeyté one no bnsdexebas t ted? eb yee 
rh obam 22 sLlntl nokay Yo.enattieoq sitd 10 sapsDed axt3 


4 
£ 
Jor oF enstaslA evisen yma ew [lode zod sfeothib yxev Wl eo 
é 
4 
t 
e 
e 






od puice otfew 31 bas ,dot eft Jap 02 Ile nolan’ wrid 02 
eve bivode ew Jarit olaidd I mort) salle poaiyae nokav coved 
ee Awe eoetq eno ylno toa -- ffs at allel patzal nokta 
#ivunl ai ella ais noial god ,codnombS fas xevin ysl 
to olgoseg sda teri? o@ ,noegmi@ Sxo1 bas alleW asmzoW bas 


disw bas sevii ysH o2 #vitb of eved +'aow noagmie 108 | i 
 Daszersh00 I as ,tail edd ao qu eemoz smsn tiled? Iisnm if 


| os il). oes FRE 
02 eAil b'! aoitzexp tedaonA . Ef 
-foexib | bt 

,on seuoxS +MSMOTRRTMMOD BHT 8s, «© ‘el 


sig at spseesy gsdd Adam Jdgim soy yaoceatdodyH eel lal 
tos76n 5 e'tedT .23008 .aM od Dk xs%ex bas sglzoanes2 Ay 
nt 19961 ebindwolleY se Lisoesh mi qe oalaod ed Il iw gedd ef 
.380 Jnsd20oqui m sJiup e'di bans ,zs9y ent el 

te7119 OF MO neh eetaVTIw IHD |, 7 ps 0$ 
Tey Of paiop uoy ets .moins edz djiw enoisgsiszopen ognal {s 
sedmn e33 mo stowp to aqyd Yas 20 \ss0Oup eessasoteq a | $5 
fherid exes tact exenzedtion evidsa to =8§| £5 

d3daid Jedd Lest oW ;MAMAAOW \ AM) ‘acy sale om iis YS 
feds Sellit ed oF adof ynsm oa ,epatasgqe ynsm os ed ILiw es 
stomedtion sviisem Lis dtiw meidoxg oa 5d LLiw eteds' | 3S 
Atremyetqme x03 yjtlaseszeqqo meipaived | 15 

| to. d2zod oxA,/;AAMOLAQIMMOD a? Hy: She ep 





ALL WEST REPORTING LTD. 2724 


BURNABY 2,, S.C. 





M. Fizer 
1| THE WITNESS: I'm talking about 
| northerners generally, be we Indian, Metis or the white 
al people that are enrsele 
mi THE COMMISSIONER: Did you 
5 | understand that to be that? 
6 | MR, WORKMAN: Yes. We don't | 
7| really like to differentiate on a racial background. | 
a We prefer to speak of northerners as people living in | 
9. the north , and naturally that will mean predominantly | 








10 | native northerners; but I don't like to get into a 

12 racial discrimination pi tenon) 1, I think it?s pretty 
12)| well obvious it would be native. | 
13 THE COMMISSIONER: Are you ere 
140| Mr. Workman, every northerner will be offered, who wants | 
ee employment on the construction of the pipeline will be 
ee offered it, is that what you're saying? 

re MR, WORKMAN: Yes. There will 
i be so many jobs available, the jobs available will far 


19! Supplant the number of people in the north, so =~ 


THE COMMISSIONER: You're talk- 





| 
20 || 

| 
21 ing about construction? 
seul MR. WORKMAN: Yes. | 
33 THE COMMISSIONER: Now, what | 
4 about quota, to follow up Mrs. Fizer's question? Once 
25 | it's built and you are employing only 200 people in | 


26° the whole of the north to run it, will you have a quota 
27} there? 

| } 
Be MR. WORKMAN: Yes, we would like, 


to have the full 200 jobs made up of northerners. How- 


30) ever, the jobs will require trained people and whether 
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M. Fizer 


we can have the 200 northerners trained for these 200 
jobs or not is hard to say at this time. We have a 
training program under way, but whether we will actually 
be able to fill the 200 jobs with northerners on start- 
up is hard to say at this time. That would be the ideal, | 
and it may take a few years after the start of the 
operation to completely fill all positions with northern- 
ers. 

THE WITNESS: You're saying then > 
that ten years after the pipeline is built that there | 


| 


will be northerners employed in the compressor stations 
up and down the Mackenzie Valley? 

MR. WORKMAN: There will be 
northerners employed in the compressor stations immediate- 
ly on startup; whether they -- I can't say that every 
position will be filled by northerners at that time, 

It may take longer, 

MR. ELLWOOD: A similar situa- 
tion applies for Foothills. We're not contemplating a 
quota system on hiring either during construction or 
operations. We prefer to do this on a preferential 
basis, that all jobs will be offered to the northerners 
first. If they can't be filled from there, we'll offer 
them in the south. 

THE WITNESS: O.K., along with 
the unions, I'm sure you've heard it before and being 
as how you've worked with pipelines you've probably seen | 
it, that perhaps you'll have to give more than one, 
two, three, four, on and on chances to any one individ- 


ual. Will any -- I don't know how to point it out, I've 
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lost the word -- will anything be written in so that 
the person, maybe he falls down the first time or the 
second time or the third time, but will he still have 
a fourth and fifth chance? 


MR, ELLWOOD: Well, that's the 


way the Nortran Training Program is operating right now. | 


Many people who start have dropped out of it and have 
come back a second time. There is no limit on how 
many times you can come back. We found generally that 
those who drop out and want to come back at a later 
date so far to my knowledge, none of that second group 
has dropped owt again. They're still in the program so 
we really don't have any experience with the fourth or 
fifth time, but that's the way the program is set up. 

THE SWETNESS? YOVK. > “thankyou. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mrs. Fizer, 
I understand that you work with Manpower. If you are 
thinking about these problems you've discussed, and 
you have some further things to say, please write me a 
letter at Yellowknife setting out your views. I'd like 
to hear from you if you do decide you have something 
further to say. 

THE WITNESS: Yes sir, I'll do 
that after I've left the department. 


Q After what? 


A I've left the department. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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that we will have to dispense with hostels and our 
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MINA CUMMINGS, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Justice 
Berger, my name is’ Mina Cummings. I am a housewife and 
a mother. I also am employed by Hire North, secretary 
to the project manager. I have lived in the Territories 
for the past six years. When I first came north I lived 
in a two-room shack, I carried my water and my honey 
bucket, for that first year, and I feel I have paid my 
dues as a northerner. 

Well, we finally moved into a 
better house. We still do not have running water and 
sewer, but we have progressed, and progress is what | 
these hearings are about. 

It is all very easy for some- 
one who lives very well on a government grant to say, 
"Stop, we want the north to stay as it is and have more 
land development, etc." Just where are these people 
that will develop the land? Now, Dene Co-op planted a field 
of potatoes in Simpson and no one would dig them. They 
laid in the ground and they rotted. 


If building a pipeline means 


children leaving home at the ages of 13 and 14 and not 
returning because there is just no job available, then 


I'm for a pipeline. If building a pipeline means our 


fuel bill will be cut by 50%, then I'm for a pipeline. | 


If building a pipeline means that some day I can have 
water and sewer in-my home, and women no longer have 
to bear the indignity of emptying honey buckets, then 


I'm for a pipeline. If: development means that our young, 
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M. Cummings 


people will have jobs and will remain in the communities 
after completing school, then I'm for a pipeline. If 
the dollars spent on building a pipeline down the 
Mackenzie Valley raise the standard of living for north- 
ern people by even 25%, it will be worth it. 

There is no joy in life if one 
must live in a cold house. I know. When it's 50 below 
zero it's pretty cold. Every mother in Fort Simpson | 
knows that when her child reaches the age of 13 or 14 
they will be leaving home to further their education, 
and the possibility of returning again to live with their 
family is nil, because there are no jobs available for | 
them, There is no joy in this fact. There is no joy | 
either when we have children to clothe and feed and no 
money to do it with. What pride is there in collecting 
a weekly welfare cheque? 

I listened to Chief Antoine 
yesterday afternoon speak about southerners coming here 
for a few months, making money, and returning south to 
spend it. I have lived in Fort Simpson for five ie | 
In that time I have been out of the Territories twice. 
With the exception of my catalogue shopping for the 
things I cannot obtain here, every cent of my money is 
not only spent in the Territories but in Fort Simpson, 
Chief Antoine stated yesterday that when he speaks at 
public meetings he is personally attacked. I am guilty 
of that specific statement, as I questioned the Chief's 
right to speak for the people of Fort Simpson. He has 
the right to speak as the elected representative of 


the treaty people, and I do not dispute that. But I do 
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Mrs. M. Cummings 


not apologize for standing up for my rights either. 

I have claimed that the Village 
Council, which was voted in by all members of this 
community, have the right to speak for the Fort Simpson 
residents. 

In my position as secretary 
to the project manager of Hire North, I answer queries 
for employment on an average of 6 to 10 per day. Hire 
North has a waiting list for employment. These are 
native peoples, they want employment. I would like to 
remind the Dene people that it is the government that 
have not honored their commitments to them, not a white 
person like myself. And when they use the tem "white 
man, go home," I am home. 

Progress and development is 
happening now, whether one likes it or not. I person- 
ally wish to see the pipeline with all that it entails. 
The pipeline means jobs, it means money that will make 
our standard of living better. It means change also, I 
realize that. We can meet and accept these changes, if 
we meet them as people, not as white, Dene, Metis or 
whatever, but as people, and I thank you for this 
opportunity to speak. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mrs. Cummings. Will you let us have your 
written statement, please? 

THE WITNESS: Yes sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very 
much, 


(SUBMISSION BY MINA CUMMINGS MARKED EXHIBIT C-201) 
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(WITNESS ASIDE) 


CHRIS HAMMOND, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: A greater portion 
of what I'd like to say, I'd like to say mainly to the 
Dene people, not only of this community but also in the | 
Mackenzie. | 

As I've followed the hearings 
I have heard you, the Dene people, speak, and what you | 
have said has been good, However, you people as a whole | 
tended to categorize all whites collectively as a group, 
demented with a lush for nothing but power, wealth and | 


land. Yet all whites are not of this mind. Many of 


us see no gain or self-satisfaction in the acquisition 





of power. We admire no man who prostitutes himself for 
monetary gain, and for many it pains us greatly to see 
our land tortured and scarred, 

A great many of us are concer- 
ned about this land, and I'd like to relate a story to 
you to demonstrate this. I spent a great part of my 
earlier life living in Ottawa and when I was attending 


university there one morning I woke up and I turned the 


radio on and I heard that the Cree Indians of James 
Bay had lost their land, it had been taken away from 


them without a fair hearing by the Quebec Government. 


When I returned to campus that 
morning there was an immediate reaction to this, an 
outcry that this could not be. The people who initiated 
this reaction were not Indian. They spoke no Algonquin 
dialogue, they knew no Cree dialect. There was some- 


thing that transcends a culture, customs or tradition 
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that bound these people thousands of miles apart. It 
was a philosophy, a philosophy that states that the 
land is an intricate part of our existence, and as we 
destroy it we destroy ourselves. 

So I've heard many Denes say 
that they do not care, but just as they have said they 
do not care there are many of us that do care. 

As I look around this room my 
eyes fall upon a poster that decorates this room, The 
caption reads: 

"Opies land. OU Lte..' 
It is the slogan of the Dene people, but it is much more | 
than Dene, it is universal. 

As I reflect upon this picture, | 
the falls below the caption, I see Dene children; but if 
I look a little deeper I see children that are not 
Indian, Metis or white, they are the children of future 
generations to come. What is to become of the land 
that they are to live on? Is it to be a land of steel, 
as Mr. Nahanni spoke of last night, and pollution? Or 
is it to be a land of clear waters, tall trees, and rocky 
cliffs that seem to reach endlessly towards the sky? If 
they were given a choice, which do you think they aoulal 
choose? I think I know and I think you do, too. 

Mr. Berger, when the time comes 
and you are to weigh all the facts that you have heard 
before you, after you have considered the social, psycho- 
logical, economic, philosophical, and environmental 
aspects upon which you are to base your recommendations, 


I ask you to pause for a moment, sit back, close your 
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eyes and think of the land, the land of the Mackenzie, 
Then, Mr. Berger, I ask you to try and part with that 
vision of the land. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. May we have your written statement so 
that it can be -- 

THE WITNESS: Well, the reason 
I really wrote this was Whit Fraser put something-- I heard 
it on the radio and what I said more than anything was 
any, and that's why I wrote it. 

(SUBMISSION BY CHRIS HAMMOND MARKED EXHIBIT C-202) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) : 
MR. LAFFERTY: Can I get sworn 


in, please? 


MAURICE LAFFERTY, sworn: 

This WLIN Oo 67h an Maurice 
Lafferty. I was born in Fort Simpson in 1934, and I'm 
a native ofthis land, and I think my main problem is 
people like the young man that just spoke. When I 
think back I seem to remember something about all kinds 
of dissatisfaction and disruptions of the university 
campuses in the outside, agitators, and upon thinking 
a. little more about this I think they have cleared the 
air there around the campuses. I don't hear so much 
about these university riots. | 

But now I'm beginning to hear 
all kinds of disagreements within the native population, 
all over Canada, and I think these agitators have moved 


into our communities, the native community. I think 
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there is always going to be young people do-gooders, 
and if they can't change the white man's university 
systems they're out to change the Metis' peaceful way 


of living. This is our main problem, 


I don't like it to be my problem 


so I've banned myself from the Dene nation for this 


main reason, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Sorry, you 
what? 

A I don't belong to the 
Dene poe eee though I'm a native of this country. Forthat 
Main purpose, I don't think it's the native people's 
voice and when I look around the room here I cannot see 
any true Metis people , my own people, and I seem to 
think that they regard this -- pardon the expression -- 
for nothing morethan a travelling medicine show. Perhaps 
they don't realize the seriousness of it, but this is 
what my people think of it. 

I know there is a great deal 
that has to be ironed out before the development comes 
through, and unless we sit together and iron out our 
differences we're going to have troubles, even within 
the native communities there's going to be uprisings 
like today. Maybe I'm standing alone but if they con- 


tinue to force their ideas upon us, there's going to 


‘be more within the native community and this will only 


break us apart and weaken us. 
When I look upon that map 
I seem to be able to trace my tracks down the Mackenzie 


River. I once took a 70-mile trek on snowshoes on a 
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spring hunt with my dad, and had I crossed a 100-foot 
swath that it would take to build this pipeline across 
the country, had ie Besesea eL10 WkBOde swath within 70 
miles I wouldn't have noticed it. When I think of the 
240,000 square miles I can only remember the 70 miles 
that I covered on snowshoes, and that's a lot of land. 
That's many miles to cover. 

Maybe they're travelling in 
Style today. They have it too easy. Upon returning 
from my spring hunt in 1953 I was 19 years old, and I 
went to the south because there was no work here. I 
immediately got a job with the oil company and the | 
Alberta oil industry was just beginning to boom at | 
the time, I think. Maybe I got in on the tail end of 
the boom, I don't know, but I went to work on a service 
rig, service -- oil well, servicing and drilling. 
Though I was only 19 years old and I just came from 
what you may call the bush life, I fitted quite well 
into their industry. I made myself fit in, you might say} 
I learned the roughneck business and after I was pro- | 
moted to the second man on the floor and operated power | 
tongs and the spinning with chain, I started to realize | 
the test that I had gone through because they put the recruitis 
through quite a rigid test and to replace my position 
they had to screen about four or five people, and these 
people would only stay a day. If they didn't work out 
they were replaced the next day, and I made it. I don't 
know how. Maybe through determination, but I had to 
work to make a living. This is why I went south. 


Unfortunately, I had an accident 
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and it wasn't through inexperience, it wasn't through 
stupidity, because when I was taken to the hospital, the 
Royal Mtexaldra Hospital} the first nurse that I met 
there sort of said with a smile, She said, "The roughneck 
business must be quite a rough trade to be in because 
you're the third that has been admitted tonight," and 
it was only about ten o'clock when I was admitted. 

So I wasn't the only one hurt 
on the job, there was a lot of other people that were 
being hurt on the job. There is going to be a lot of 
this on the pipeline, and I can only stress’ to the pipe-| 
line people here to be sure that they have their safety | 
precautions to make it easier for the men that are going 
to work on the pipelines. 

Anyway, I seem to have run out 
of words, probably I'm not -- I didn't prepare a speech, 
I come unprepared but the speeches that I have heard 
previously have all been pre-conceived somewhere, they 
have been prepared and I know you're moving up to Fort 
Wrigley and I know you're going to run into the same 
thing. I only want you to remember that, and to count 
how many people like me you have seen, true Metis of the, 
Territories, 

There was one yesterday, Bill 
Lafferty, he stood alone, and I stand alone today. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 

Mr. Lafferty. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


PETER COWIE, Sworn: 
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THE WITNESS: Justice Berger, 
representatives of the pipelines, good morning. My 
name is Peter Cowie, and I have been a resident of the 
Northwest Territories for some 11% years; 9 years and 
some odd months spent in this Town of Fort Simpson, the 
other two years and some odd months were flying out of 
Yellowknife. 

Now the map on the wall behind 
you, Sir, covers the major portion of the area that I 
have flown in for this past nine years. Some 4,500 


air hours covering that same general area. As you could | 


{ 
| 


possibly understand, after all that time in one area | 
it gets pretty damn boring flying back and forth up and | 
down those same routes. 

So you notice things, in fact 
you can notice say fresh beaver cutting on a beaver lodge. 
You notice moose tracks. You definitely notice toboggan 
trails and dog team trails. 

Now the first couple of winters | 
I flew out of here, the beginning of 1964, therewas dog 
team trails much like is depicted on that map, and I 
would estimate 30% of the aviation revenue during those 
winter months was directly related to trapping or the 


trappers, in fact quite a few of those people that 


spoke to you yesterday I have flown them and their par- 


“ents many times. 


However, I would like to state 
that that map is inaccurate as of the last three to four 
years, The last winter I did zero, negative, none, fly- 


ing trips for the trapping economy, The outfit that 
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my aircraft is leased to and I work for did one. I 

don't know if it's an economic thing, the price of 

lynx when I came here, I believe, was in the 20 to $35 
bracket, Last year or the year before there were some 
lynx particularly out of Liard went for $180 a pelt. 

That is a fair increase. The price of chartered aircraft. 
have not increased as much as the price that fur went up. 

I would like to think it's a 
changing life-style. It was possibly a very harsh life 
Out on the land and if things like electric light and 
running water, telephones, radios are available in Fort 
Simpson I think maybe this is one of the reasons why 
there is not this great coverage on that map that's 
depicted. 

The second observation, I was 
wondering last night as I was sitting here and I believe 
it was Rene Lamothe was saying about some cHED that 
used to hunt and supply food or meat for 40 people, I 
got thinking somewhere our ancestors must have been 
hunters. They must have lived on the land. This 
thing we call industrial development and modern conven- 
iences didn't just happen overnight. So somewhere in 
Britain or continental Europe pPhehatener part of the 
world people came from that now make up Canada, they had 
to be hunters and trappers of wild animals. But somehow 
they have evolved because, I've never been to Britain, 

I'm not a world traveller, but I gather there's a few 
little rabbits there and I've even seen pictures of big 
hordes of people there chasing a little furry-tailed 


fellow hollering "Tally-ho", but I've never seen them 
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P. Cowie 


1| catch or eat him, so I think Britons would probably be 

pretty skinny if they still tried living off this land. 
The final thing I might mention | 

and this might be able to alleviate some of the problems» 

5 | that people have about a pipeline. I grew up in the 

6 Fraser Valley about 40-50 miles out of Vancouver 


7 and when I was a young lad there,there was a pipeline 








8 | proposed and put through this farming-dairying community, 
9 | as it was then, and this was through property that was 
10 | deeded land, used land, farmers had -- some families | 
11] had been on there for generations, cleared it, cultivated 
12! it. They were very concerned, as understandably so, the | 
13 | people up here are concerned. However, the pipeline | 
14! went through and the next planting season or the 
15'| harvesting season after this line went through the 
16 | comments were made from all my farming friends that, 
17 | "Gee, this was a good thing. The cows are out there 
13 | now grazing on the area where the pipeline went through. 
19 | Sam down the road there got his back 15 acres cleared 
20| and paid for." So maybe the pipeline people could bring 
211 some photographs or have some photographs of existing | 
ok pipelines that show them not great ugly monstrous steel | 
23 | snakes across the land but something that you put in 
24 there, it's buried, vegetation and whatnot has grown 
25 back over it, and it's not an ugly scar as I'm sure | 
26) most people are scared it's going to be up here. | 
27 | I really have nothing more to | 
28: say, Sir. I earn a living here, I do not get a pay cheque 
29) from Ottawa every two weeks like some people have been 
30 | jumping up and telling you. I do not have a government 
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P. Cowie 
A, Dodd 


grant to prepare facts and figures. I just had to make 
some observations. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
Just a moment, Mr. Cowie. Just this map , my understand- 
ing yesterday was that it wasn't suggested that this 
represented current use of the land. I think it was 
the historical use made of it by a number of people. 

THE WITNESS: They are registered 
traplines this covers. What I was going to get in is 
because of changing life styles they are not used as they might 


be. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I‘under-| 

stand your point but I don't think that anyone suggested 

that -this was a current use. Anyway, thank you very much. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: If anyone 


else would like to say something -- 


AL DODD, sworn: 
THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, my 


name is Al Dodd, and I'm project manager for Hire North. 


I'd like to reply to a few comments made the day before 
yesterday to Hire North by Mr. Rene Lamothe, seeing 

as how the witnesses are sworn in, I think the record 
should be put straight. 

" Hire North is paying $9.50 per 
hour to have people ride around and sleep in pickups, 
plus a guarantee of 16 hours per day." 

We do not pay 9.50 per hour to 


anyone in Hire North, regardless of where they sleep. 
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1] “We have split up families.’ There was an item in the 
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newspaper the other day that stated two marriages out 
of five ended in separations throughout Canada. Are we 
to be held responsible for these two? It has only been 
going on for 1,975 years. Hire North has been in 
existence for three. 

THE COMMISSIONER: It may have 
been going on longer than that. 

THE WITNESS: We are also 
accused to contributing to the alcohol problem by the 
money which we have given to people who work for us. 
But, Mr. Berger, I have seen possibly more broke drunks 
than so-called Hire North money drunks. I think they 
are fairly even in this controversy. But I've seen the 
broke drunks follow a Hire North pay cheque from one 
end of town to the other to borrow or to get free drinks.) 
These are the same people that stand around and say, 
"Development, oh no; not us; we don"t wane it.” 

| We have on file in our office 
work cards for 1,280 eeatierias have had up to 180 people. 
at one time on active payroll cards, totalling up to | 
200,000 per month. Is this so wrong? These people are 
from all walks of life, northern life, from Whale Cove, 
Yellowknife, Cambridge Bay, Inuvik, Aklavik, and all 
towns in the Mackenzie Valley including ee ae 
Nahanni, Trout Lake, Fort Resolution, Fort Rae, 
Preaarce Cuts These are working people, people 
striving for some semblance of independence, not a 
bunch of non-voice followers. These people should have 
a loud voice -- 


(@) Excuse me -- what? 
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A. Dodd 


A Non-voice followers. 
The negative attitudes toward development in the north 
are very detrimental to all people concerned and all 
indications point towards a negative attitude versus 


a positive one. I can only speak for the people who 


have worked for the Hire North organization as operators, 


laborers, kitchen and supervisory staff. We have made 
it possible for over 100 people to make a living operat- 
ing heavy equipment, which is an alternate of their 

own choosing, Opposed as it might be to going back to 
the SAR This, my friends, is development. 

If I were to talk to 90%:‘of 
these people involved with Hire North and ask the 
question, “Development or not?" I am sure they wuld 
answer that if it includes the camps we have run so 
far, and a 3-meal a day schedule, 30 days respite from 
taLopmeresanit way of life and a pay cheque to bring 
home, they would say, "If this is development, let's 
have iti 

The question of dry camps has 
been brought up and I would like to say that we run all 
of our camps on a dry’basis,. Liquor is not allowed in 
the camps. This may interfere with human rights to a 
certain extent, but one of the biggest drawing cards to 
our camps is the non-allowance of alcohol. If someone 
does break the rule, they are immediately dismissed, and 
I have yet to have any ill-feelings because of this 
practice, The native people themselves are the first 


ones to frown on someone bringing alcohol into one of 


our camps. 
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BURNABY 2, 8.¢. Lae 
1 These people we are directly 

2| involved with are very much in favor of development or 

3 they would not Ber tectnnte in the project as avidly 

4 as they are now doing, and there are more people wanting 
5 | to become involved in this project. We have approximately 
6 100 job applications to prove it, and more applying 

7 | 4 everyamday . 

f 

g | I suggest to you, Mr. Berger, 

9} that had the question of a pipeline been put to the 
10 | people of the Northwest Territories via secret ballot | 


with a simple "yes" or "no", there would be an overwhelm- 


4 
12) ing vote of "yes", 
| 
| 
| 
| 





13 In conclusion, Mr. Berger, I 

14 | would like to extend an invitation to you and your 

15 | people to conduct a hearing in Camp 1. We have 50 

16, people in camp and most of them are involved in northern 
17 | development as it now is. 

18 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, Mr. 
19 | Dodd. I wonder if I could ask you a couple of questions? 
20 | Hire North has been in business for three years? 

21| A In, the construction,* yes. 
Bou Q And what -- can you give 

23 me an idea of the .level of employment in each of those 
24) three years? That is how many northerners were employed 
25 | in the first year, how many in the second year, how 

26 ‘many in the third year in terms of numbers and then in 

27 | terms of man hours? Mrs. Cummings, I think, is coming 

28 | to your assistance here, 

29 | A 993 T-4 slips were made 


30 Ouvbein 67.4 « 
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A. Dodd 


Q That's last year. Do you 
happen to know the year before? 

A We have been accelerating 
in that respect every year, but we have hit a level 
now where we will not, unless further expansion within 
our own Organization, to absorb any more people than 
that. 

Q Well, 594 last year 
represented a plateau, if not a peak? 

A That's, Light, a That 


e 


was our biggest year was last year. 


Q Now, the program is: 
essentially a winter program, is it? 

A No, it is,in the clearing 
it is a winter program. Strictly a winter program in the 
wintertime due to ecological reasons. 

Q And how many were 
employed last year on the clearing, approximately? 

A Last year we had approxi- 
mately 150 people in our clearing operation alone, and 
the rest, the remainder of it, and we peaked out at 180 
people per month, the remainder were absorbed in the 
construction end. 

Q Just forgive me for 
being a little slow about this. 180 a month are employed 
at Hire North on the average month in the wintertime? | 

A That's true. 

Q And how many of those are 
on clearing? 

A Approximately 130. We 


absorb 50 in the summertime, we try to stay to 50 people 
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A. Dodd 


in the summertime on the construction end alone; but 
with the clearing we peak out at 180 people. 
| Q I see. Well, the eice | 
tion people you try to maintain a year-around average 
of around 50, is that correct? 

A That's right, yes. 

Q And clearing in the winter | 
is 180 less 50, is that about it? 

A That's right, yes. 

Q Well, Mrs. Cummings is 
shaking her head, I hope you and I aren't messing this 
up. | | 

A We peaked out at 180 eee 
and 50 of those were absorbed in the construction, and 
approximately 130 in the clearing. 

Q Well, this coming winter 
have you been -- that is if you're able to tell me, and 
if you're not, don't tell me anything you either don't 
feel you should or that you don't know -- but do you | 
expect to maintain those levels, do you expect to maintain 
that level of approximately 130 a month employed in | 
clearing this winter? | 

A No, not as of now. We | 
are looking at winter works projects and a lot of other 
projects that I'm not free to mention right now, but-- 

Q Any idea -- 

A -- we are trying to absorb | 
the same number of people, it's all based on man hours 


per winter, and we're going to try and absorb the same 


amount again. . | 
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A. Dodd 


Q But so far as highway 
construction is concerned, on that you won't be able 
to maintain the levels that you had last year? 

A No, no, we will be 
decelerating in the construction side of it. But we 
will be at it again next year. We have already been 


told that we will be going next year. 


Q Yes. 
A Our year starts in March, 
Q Oh, I see. 

A The end of our year, 


| 
| 


Q Well, you've been told that| 
| 


Hire North will still be running? 

A Definitely. 

Q The next fiscal year. 

A Definitely. 

Q But as I understand it, 
your highway program will be diminished, but you're 
looking to other projects, some of which haven't yet -- 

A This is right. 

Q -- been worked out to keep 
people working, that's the point, I take it. 

A That ‘o, true. » But there, is 
no shut-down at Hire North. 


Q Well, thanks very much, I 


-wonder if you'd let us keep your written statement too 


so it can be marked as an exhibit? 
A Sure. 
(SUBMISSION BY AL DODD MARKED EXHIBIT C5203). 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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ey Pe kM MR. ERION: I've already been 
Sworn in, so can I continue? 


‘ 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, right. 


GORDON ERION, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: I would like to 
Clarify at; first that I'm not speaking on behalf of 
the Chamber of Commerce, I'm just speaking as an indi- 
vidual in this case. I have several questions for the 
applicants, The first one is directed to Foothills, 

I'm wondering if there is not 

sufficient gas in the delta at the time the permit is 
issued and ei happen to be the applicant that receives 
the permit, if there is not sufficient gas in the delta 
would you aay upon Alaskan gas to move it through the 
line? 

MR. RUTHERFORD: ce we won't, 
and there will be sufficient gas in the delta for us 


to build our pipeline. 


THE WITNESS: Right. This ques- | 


tion is for both’ applicants. Should one of you receive 





apermit for this construction, if there is insufficient | 


funds to finance this large project through traditional 


financial groups, would you be approaching the government 


to subsidize the cost of this line, such as in the 
Syncrude project? 

MR. RUTHERFORD: I'd like to 
answer that because it's more my end of the business 
than John's, We feel confident we can finance it 


within Canadian funds without any government guarantee, 


| 
| 


he " 
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That doesn! he ean we don't think a government guarantee 


might be appropriate, and we think it may well be 


Syncrude but because the natural gas industry has now 





| 
| appropriate. We don' t think it would take the form like 
| 














5 | changed and. ‘he _price in the market has gone to cele aa 
| value, which I think you are aware of what that means, 

4 | the cost of transportation then doesn't so much influence: 

3| the price in the market, but the flow-back to the | 
5 | producers anti tive economic rents to the government and | 
va the Territories in the form of royalties. So that if a | 
is government guarantee -- and I'm thinking in terms like | 
it a de ficiency guarantee on the financing, on a guarantee | 
13 not ‘to agvanac money but just to guarantee that if | 
14) any unuSual circumstances did happen that at some time 
is there would have to be otherwise a default on the bond | 
ee interest or repayment of bonds, In that term, that some 
et type of government guarantee against the bonds would 

a make the financing a much less costly form of financing, | 
eel it would allow you to get a lower interest rate on your | 
so bonds and also increase the percentage of bonds that 
51 you would, in your structure, and that could have the | 
22 | effect of lowering your cost of service which would have 
a4 the effect of flowing more money back to economic rents, | 
34 | and in that respect I think that a government guarantee 
a) could well be’ considered as being a reasonable thing 

for the government to do, and it could be an advantageous 
ae thing for the government to do. So I'm not saying the -- 
4g | THE COMMISSIONER: You mean the 
sal government might stand a chance of getting greater 


Jn |) ttoveity o:.2 greater share of revenue via taxation if | 
te z 








vers 


- -" - 
- 7 7 
' : o 


ps1es 6 
a aoa 









eostezsup snomereyor » Aebds n 
ed ifew yom 92 Anind, ow bas 

exit mot ent exst Bivow #1 Aatas : ‘a 
won sad yatevbol eee Lexocsa ond § 


Nitibommo> o7 egee ced dextran af? at eoayqe 


.enmsen teds 3d 20 S18ws ais voy Anbits aS =I re ,oulsv Pia on 
soasultat doym on +*qeeob, meas feitnack geoo.ens | ; 
p44 ot Agecd-wolt pas sud Pky a 7 eptiq eds R . 
has 3nemrisvop sg oF agnet oimonoos call : exeouborg Mp 
6 Yi tens 02 ,aotdksyot Ro mio? odd AR, ttotixxe? edt jy) 
exti emzet ai paidetds ml baa ~> gednszsip ‘gnemmevor | 


i Fl 
eesnsiszup 6 m0 ,paloméatt so2 no ees neaayp qonsioiieb fed Is 
ti tsd3 sotaniteep oF sent Jud yenom spaavbe ot san | 

anid omoe 36 teads asaqet bs gems 3 BLD 4S foveunv Yyns re 
bred eft no tivetebh & sadwiedjo ed of @¥ed Biuow exo 
‘om gadd veeet gad? at ,ebsaod to jnomeheed 40 geetéanl 
sioow abwod ele Jaataps sedneseup Jaemigevop 20 eqy? ley 
ptipagmd? Je mxot yieeoo anel som s entonsenl ans stam fy, 
vow no eeu 7eet2it! r9wol 6 40g @8 wy welts Bigow 34 oii,; 
jasit phood In specnegzeq eff onserpni oals Bas ebsod ir 

ey evad biyoo ganz base ,etpjovnge ane ,bigow voy ae 
even biuow dolttw eoivxer te Jaen BMaY BaRKOMAL «30 399329 cs 
-egney aimonoug of Apad yenom s2om eniwols We gannie at re 


esinsteue tnemmpvop 6 Jett Amida 7 erie ae? bas | ke 
onidy oldanossex & pried ex hexapianne Liew bluos i 
buoepetnsvbs na ed bluoo 21 bas ,ob oF ii eee > 


eae ey : 












= eid palysa gon m't o2 06 ot - 






| arly O16 910 woy sAAIOLESIMMOD, MAT 7 ns : . a . . saree | - i 
f we re a : 2 ae . ° : 
BazSOTP pitstop. to sons o B pg ; j ar pea) od i - 
24 aotssxe? sty i a so vileyor fae | 


+s a Lye 




















oe 
WEST REPORTING L-TD,. * he 2748 
Si 2, Bsc. ' bt ¥ 
~ g 


G. Erion 


they provided a guarantee which enabled you to borrow 


money at lower. interest rates? 


i. 
ae 


Cs 


MR. RUTHERFORD: Absolutely. 
It's a dual thing. Even without lower cost of service 
they es more or less guaranteeing their own economic 
rents to Pub iviedugtion of the gas, but if by a 
guarantee they could make -- that money would flow to 
them rather than to the financial houses, it would be a 
reasonable thing for them to do. So in that respect 
I say to you that a government guarantee might very well 
-- that these pipelines, our pipeline may very well end 
up with a government guarantee. But we are not asking 
for one. Wat have not asked for one yet and we do not 
think it’s required: but I can tell you that we're going 
to point out to the government that it might be in its 
own interests to sdeso. 

| THE ‘WITNESS: Right. That's much 
different than what happened with Syncrude, though, 


It was directly subsidized. 


MR. RUTHERFORD: Much different, 
yes. 

THE WITNESS: While I have you 
at the mike, your president, Mr. Blair, stated I'm not 
sure which community it was at, Fort Good Hope or Fort 
Norman, somewhere in there, that they would be quite 
prepared to Mei. issue of shares or majority share of 
the Rookies Pais naan y to a native organization in the 
Territories. Would -you like to clarify that statement? 

ay te MR. RUTHERFORD: Well, I wasn't 


¥ 
there and I don't know the circumstances underwhich Mr. 


By 


res | 
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Blair was asked, and I don't -- I have talked to him 
about this and I know what his answer was. We have always 
said that any -- all the northern people can participate 
in the ownership of our pipeline. It's a matter of 
buying shares. That's the way a public enterprise works, | 
any public can buy your shares. We would like the | 
northern people to buy all the shares they could. If 


the Native Brotherhood had money, it would be an 


excellent place for them to invest their money. It's | 
| 


} 


their own resource, the production of their own resource, 


it will earn a return on their money, and Mz, Blair | 
Said that if they had a lot of money they wanted to 
invest, that Foothills would be happy to have them 
invest in it, He said if they didn't like straight 
equity, that some type of financial structure might be 
developed like a special preferred issue or something 
for them, if they wanted to invest in that nature. 

I think he then was asked, 
What if they want or had enough money to buy control of 
the pipeline, and I think he said that even in those 
circumstances that it would be possible that they could | 
acquire control of the pipeline, but he had one parti- 


cular rider on it, that I do not know has come out, and 


that is that he said that since we are sponsoring this | 


pipeline we would have to be for our own purposes, we | 
would have to be sure that the pipeline was managed and 


run by able pipeline people, that it would be a disaster | 
to turn the pipeline over to inadequate management, so he 


had that rider on it. It some way would have to be 


worked out that the assurance -- and you wouldn't get 
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| financing unless the assurance was there -- that the 


2 | pipeline would still be managed and operated by pipeline 


‘ 


people. 


THE WITNESS: So you would 
5 | retain the administration of the company even though | 


6 | there is a possibility that you could sell the majority 


+ of the controlling shares? 


H 


g | MR. RUTHERFORD: Yes, ana I don't 
9 | think the sale of the majority of shares is contemplated 
10 


atgahih? but he was pointing out that it was a remote 
13 | possibility that such a thing could happen if somebody | 
wanted to, but I do remind you of the rider that it would 
3, have to be -- the management and direction of it would 


14 | have to remain in able hands. 


43 1 THE WITNESS: I wonder if Arctic 


16 | Gas would like to answer that question? 


MR. WORKMAN: Well, financing of 
1g | Course is a very important part of the whole project, and 


} 


19 | we have certainly had preliminary discussions with 


| 

| 

| 
| 

| 


29 | financial houses throughout the world to be assured that 





|there will be money to back our project. However, these 


are preliminary discussions. No one can be committing 


23 themselves to financing aproject until we get through 


24 all the regulatory procedures. At that point then we will 





get down to signing hard and fast contracts; but we fore- 


26 | 


see no problems in that respect, 


j 


| 
| 
27 | 


THE WITNESS: If -- this is sort 


og jf a joint statement =- you're looking for money all over 


29 


the world. I'm not sure, but I think Foothills stated 


39 that you're looking for equity money in Canada. 
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MR. WORKMAN: Pardon me. For 
equity money the Canadian Arctic Gas project would be 
predominantly Canadian. We would like to have all our 
equity as Canadian. Canadians will get the first choice, 
and I'm sure there will be -- well, I'm positive it 
will be over 50% Canadian, and if Canadians don't want 
to pick up the remainder, then we will probably go out- 
Side. We will go outside for it. 

THE WITNESS: O.K., then your 
discussion of going to the financial houses through the 
world rae just for the issuing of bonds? 

MR. WORKMAN: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: And other forms of 
financing? 

MR, WORKMAN: Right. 

THE WITNESS: O.K. What would 
happen if you could not raise sufficient capital 
throughout Canada and the rest of the world to finance 
this $6.2 billion project? Would you go to the govern- | 
ment, to either the American or the Canadian Government | 
to subsidize you? | 

MR. WORKMAN: That's a big 
if, I guess if that were to happen, yes, I guess we 
probably would. As Mr. Rutherford has pointed out, 


it would be an advantage to them, too. 


THE WITNESS: During this 
schedule of three years of construction, should Foot- 
hills get it, it's.approximately $4 billion; should 
you get it, it's approximately $6 billion; that's a 


large amount of money to be drawing out of the financial | 
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capabilities of Canada right now today with the high 
interest rate and the excellent return on investor's 
money there seems to be a fair amount of capital around 
and available. I'm not sure what it will be like 

two years down the road, should this project take place. 
Do yau not think that you will be drawing upon too 
much of Canada's capital assets to make it hard to do 
other projects and other forms of financing in Canada 
during these three years? 

MR. WORKMAN: Our financial 
people have looked at this to see the overall effect 
on Canada and on the Canadian dollar, and it's amazing | 
that it turns out to be a very insignificant effect. 

We feel Canada can absorb this quite easily. 

THE WITNESS: In your case it 
was Gemini North that did the micro-macro economic 
preparations for your statement, is that not true? 

MR. WORKMAN: I think we've had 
Other consultants as well. 


THE WITNESS: Who were they? 


MR. WORKMAN: I can't -- I'm not 
sure of the actual consultants, but we do have other | 
economic consultants. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Regarding the 
impact north of 60, was it Gemini North that you relied 

upon? 

MR. WORKMAN: Gemini North was 

our major consultant in econonics. Yes, we have had others, 
we've had -- van Ginkle .has been involved and we 


have had other economic advisors too. 
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G. Erion 


THE WITNESS: The point that 
I'm getting at is this, that I have read Gemini North's 
presentation which is more of a microform of the northern, 
north of 60, as you pointed out, economic picture, and I 
find that the models that they used in their economic 
statement of what has happened and what is presently 
here and projecting it through the six-year model that 
they used, their figures do not hold water and I'm 
hoping that during the fourth phase of the hearing, 
during the socio-economic, that Gemini North will be 
present to answer questions on this. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we 
understand they will be, in fact I directed in my 
rulings that the people who prepared the material that 
Arctic Gas has submitted should be brought forward, 
and they have been so far. We just haven't reached 
Gemini North yet. Forgive me for answering that, Dut 
that's what I intend to see occur. 

MR. WORKMAN: I'm sure they 
will be. | 

THE WITNESS: Then we will have 
an opportunity to question them at a later date. 

MR, RUTHERFORD: Excuse me, could 


I interject? I don't think your comparisons of | 


Capital cost are right. I don't think you're quite 

. comparing oranges and oranges. I think you've got a 
little apples and oranges, What I wanted to point out 
to you was that you know that Foothills itself is raising 
SL.8 Dis lton,. You know that then A.G.T.L. Canada and 


A.G.T.L. has to raise the money for expansion of its 
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G. Erion 
11 system within Alberta, and you know that Westcoast has 
| to raise money for the expansion of its system within 
3 British Columbia, ‘and that TransCanada has to raise 
4| money for the expansion of its system? I just would 
Bs request that when you compare like the Maple Leaf pro- 
| " 
2 ject with the Gas Arctic project, that you're sure that 
7) you add up each element in both circumstances so that 
3 | in our case if: you add Foothills plus A.G.T.L. plus 
9 TransCanada , plus Westcoast, be sure that you add 
10 | TransCanada ;plus Westcoast to Gas Arctic when you 
ce compare een tal cost with those, because you're 
12 | too high on our capital costs. 
ie THE WITNESS: I haven't seen a 
i| copy of your socio-economic statement, that's why I'm 
| not quite familiar with your models and projections you 
have. ow 
9] THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Ruther- 
| ford, just so that we're not under any misunderstanding, | 
| the cost -- the amount of money that Foothills will have 
| to go into the capital markets to obtain in order to 





build the pipeline from the Mackenzie Delta to the 


60th Parallel is 1.8 billion, is that right? 


The first financing. 


| 
| MR, RUTHERFORD: That's correct. 
| | 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Now, 





‘ if you add to that the cost of expanding the Westcoast 





4 system, the Alberta Gas Trunk system, and the Trans- 
Canada system, you get the figure of 4,2 billion that 


| 

| 

| Mr. Erion used. Is that right? 

| Li _ MR, RUTHERFORD: You get 3.5 
| 

\ 
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G. Erion 


billion. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 

MR. RUTHERFORD: If you add 
Foothills, Alberta Gas Trunk Line Canada, Alberta Gas 
Trunk Line, and Westcoast, and you go right through 
1984, you get 3.5 billion, including all of those. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, where 
did Mr. Erion get the figure, and where did I get the 
figure of 4.2 billion? 


MR. RUTHERFORD: I don't know, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well -- 
THE WITNESS: I thought it was 
stated on Monday that that was the cost. That was what 
I was drawing upon, just from memory. 
THE COMMISSIONER: i thotveht 
MrthBlaiet toch ust thatLdide must ibe slowlysihosing my mind. 
MR. RUTHERFORD: We've been 
aware, you know, for some time that when we are 
compared with Gas Arctic that we are not compared on 
aneven basis, .and I'm not trying to criticize Gas Arctic, 


I'm criticizing almost the people that take our figures, | 
| 


and when we quote our figures, we have added expansion 
of Westcoast and I don't believe Gas Arctic's figure 
does. I mow it does not. We have added the expansion 
of TransCanada and I don't believe theirs does. But 
let me correct my statement to you, because I'm mislead-_ 
ing you too. The 3.5 billion dollars does not include 
the expansion of TransCanada , so possibly the 


$4, billion that you're speaking of includes TransCanada.., 
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G. Erion 


The figures on my sheet that I just quoted you are 


Foothills, A.G.T.L., and Westcoast. 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: And I think 


that the figures we were given two weeks ago in Yellow- | 


knife, as a matter of fact, showed that if you include 


the cost of expanding the TransCanada system you got 


ea 


MR, RUTHERFORD: Yes, it would 


be approximately 4 billion, and that's probably the 


figure that you had. 


let' 
the 
i ty 
Bay 


the 


s just 
figure 
is the 


across 


THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse’ me, 
settle this before we go on, Mr. Workman, 
of 7.1 billion for Arctic Gas, as I understand 
cost of building the pipeline from Prudhoe 


the Northern Yukon to theMackenzie Delta, and 


cost then of building the Parsons Lake supply leg , 


the Richards Island supply leg, and then the main 


trunk line south through the Territories, through the 


provinces, am into the United States; is that where 


the 7.1 billion takes us? 


MR, WORKMAN: I can't say | 


/-exactly what the 7.1 is. I think that's probably right, 


but the’ 5 {6sbzillion | is stnictivitisom the. S. (serder 


in Alaska, Yukon border and the delta down through the 


Territories, splitting it in Central Alberta, one leg 


going to the B,C.-Montana border and the other going 


east to tie in with the TransCanada. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Right, Now 


that's 5.6 billion for your main trunk line. 


¢, Roe 
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G. Erion 
1| MR. WORKMAN: Yes. 
2. | THE COMMISSIONER: But if you 
3 | added in the cost of expanding the TransCanada system 
4 and the Westcoast system, that would give us the figure 
5 comparable to Mr. Rutherford's 4.2 billion. 





6 MR. WORKMAN: That 5.6 does not 


include Westcoast. We don't show a tie-in to Westcoast, | 


8 | THE COMMISSIONER: All right. | 
9) MR. WORKMAN: If there is any | 
I } 
i 
10 | expansion there and expansion on the TransCanada, it 


11 would be added to the 5.6. 





12] THE COMMISSIONER: Well, Mr. 


13, Erion's point has from the beginning been that to what 
14, extent are the capital markets going to be called upon 


13) to supply funds, whether they are called Foothills or 

16 | TransCanada or whether they're called Arctic Gas or 
TransCanada , and just to be fair to him and Mr. Ruther- 
184 ford was trying to make the point that to. compare the 4.2 


19}) billion to you people, you would have to add to 5.6 








20| the cost of expanding TransCanada and perhaps Westcoast, 
ea and that if you were going to compare your 5.6 billion | 
22 | to Foothills, it should be a comparison with his 1.8 | 
| biion »vis sthat right? 


MRii RUTHERFORD: No, I don't 


25) think that will be fair. That will be great if you wanted 


26 to do that, but it wouldn't be fair because their 
<7 | expenditure takes them down to the United States border 





| 
| 
| 
28 | and you would have-to add the expansion of A.G.T.L. -- | 
| 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Yes... 

| 


| ' MR, RUTHERFORD: -- to ours to 


a) ae 











ee 
“mobs. y 7 = 
wr, “Aye 
ee * | 
voy 21 dea :NNMOISeIMMOD GHT) . -_ . Teed 
Hotere sbeneDenss” ody pathnsgee 20. Sa | 
ett? oft ev evip Biuow Jada \medeya sesoo720W ond bas 1 
| noillid S.b a! brotvedduat 2M OF eldstaqmoo | 2 
gon es0b 2.2 SadT :MAMAAOW SAS Oe hue a bai a: Cy ae 
‘ sdenenseet oy ni-ot+ s wore +'n0b oW .2asoodeo" ebufonl — 
F 
Q 








.odoix ILA :AaMOTeeIMMOD SAT 
yas ei ezernd 71 :MAMAHOW .5M | 
Ji , sheasVanai? etd ao coiLensgxe bas -ereds nokensqxe 
3.2 odd ot bebbs' od binow 
UM, LisW wAaolsaIMMoo “aT ve 
jectw ot t80¢ need pataniped eis mozt esd dalbog eae’ noizd E 
mogu bsllso sd od paiop eteAxvam LIstdiqso oid ete snesKs el 
10 ellintoot beilso sis yed? tedtenw ,ebnnt ylqquve o3 L 

‘2 869 olsorA Boliso ox'yedd seftedwixoO sbenadenee™ . 
~zoWtet .2M bas mid og tint od ot teut bao», shadedenszt | ** 
$,.8 edd exeqmoo Gf jeu totoped edam 2 paiyr a6w bx0% et 
¥.2 of PGs of ever Sivow soy yelgosq woy,oF motilid el 
r enooteeW eqsiiteq bas S54ae80ene2T prbbnsqxe to geoo eds | CS 
nolllid a,2 xwoy stsqmoo o¢ palop etew woy 2 dads) bas pts 
8,f win. ddtw nomtusquooss ef Biwode 32 jebtadeses ox | Ves 
é | Stdipit Jade 2 | 

f'aoeb & ,o sGAQWIANTUS .AM (wg At 






botaew woy 24 seowpe od Liiw ted? tint ed: Lliwdadt Anids 76% 
ties saysoed tisi ad paca abe <a yas 





ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. OG ASG. 


BURNABY 2, B.C. 


GS Grion 


get to the border, yes. 


ho 


THE COMMISSIONER: And that 


Go 


would give us what? 


MR. RUTHERFORD: I don't have 





5 that figure, but I would think it's about 2 billion. 


6 | THE COMMISSIONER: So that 

a would be -- 

8 | MR. RUTHERFORD: No, ‘I'm sorry. 
a | It's about -- oh, well, let me give you the A.G.T.L. 


10} Canada and A.G.T.L. A.G.T.L. Canada's expenditure is 





tly 73.4 million -- no, 80.5 million, sorry, 80.5 million; 
12 | Alberta Gas Trunk Line is 711 million dollars. 

13 | THE COMMISSIONER: So your 1.8 
14 | Plus about 800 million is 2.6. 2.6 is the comparison 


Lo = with 5464 
16 } MR. WORKMAN: Well, I'm not 


sure we're still not talking about apples and oranges, 








18 F-"though', “£s the Alberta Gas Trunk system parallel or 

19 | equivalent to what Arctic Gas is proposing in Alberta 

20 | or South-Eastern B.C.? | 
21 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I | 
Pal think that that's something we can go into later at 

23 greater length, but -- I'm trying to help myself as veo 
24 | as I was trying to help you out. 

25. THE WLiynsce, Could 1 just | 
26 ||" wayve nave a figure from each of you? 

27 | MR, RUTHERFORD: Could I give 

28 | you a different figure because you're talking about 

29 | the money required from the market. 


30 | . THE WITNESS: Right. 
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G. "Erion 


MR. RUTHERFORD: We are talking 
about the total expenditure when the pipeline is fully 
powered, 

THE WITNESS: Right. 

MR. RUTHERFORD: And from the 
date it comes into operation, the expansion of the 
pipeline is taken care of by internal funds in tne 
financial plan that is projected. So for our project 
the money that has to come from the financing of the 
project through -- well, right till it's fully powered, 
and including all four segments -- Foothills, A.G.T. 
Canada, A.G.T.L. and Westcoast Transmission -- that's 
the total money we need and that leaves out the 


expansion of I'ransCanada, but the other parts is 2.4 


billion dollars, so that's 2.4 billion dollars to come 


from the market place for all of our combined companies. | 


THE COMMISSIONER: Right. The 
rest will come from cash flow. 

MR. RUTHERFORD: The rest comes 
from cash flow, 

THE WLINESS: O.R., and what 
is -AFCti¢c Gas “rrgquire~? 

MR.WORKMAN: I'm not sure, I 
don't have those figures in front of me, Gordon. Maybe 
we can get these for you on an equivalent basis. 

THE WITNESS: I'll go onto my 
final question. Would it be more economic for the 
Foothills company to rather than run spur lines into 
the communities and the Territories, the ten various 


communities, to directly subsidize the traditional 


| 


| 
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G. Erion 


feels that we are using now? I'm sure that probably the 
method that you're endeavoring to calculate this spur 
line cost on is amortizing it over say 15 or 20 years. 
Would it not be cheaper to the capital cost of the 
project and to you know, sort of produce more royalties 
in the end to directly subsidize the fuel costs in the 
north today as compared with the cost of delivered gas 
when the line is completed? 

MR. RUTHERFORD: No. We've 
looked at that. We've adopted the plan we did after a 
close look at that. The trouble with what you're 
suggesting is that you don't know what that subsidy is 
in the future, even if it were cheaper in the early 
years and see, in some places it might be; in others 
it would not. But as a continuing thing, what we are 
saying is we're going to build those laterals as part 
of the original construction. ONce that lateral is built 
then that's a fixed subsidy for say 20 years, it's a 
fixed amount, and it is the business we're in and on 
analysis we feel that this is the best way to do it. 

THE WITNESS: O.K., let me 
break it further. I think that you're probably correct 


in the communities along the corridor; but for places 


: 





like Yellowknife, Fort Smith, some of the other communi- | 


ties that you'd be running it into, would it not be 


“cheaper to either subsidize or find another method of 


delivering the gas to those communities rather than run 


a spur line in? 


MR. BUITSRFORDs No, . Your 


point is well taken but we don't feel that it would and 
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G. Erion 


I think one of the main reasons is what's going tc be 


ten years after we are in business, what, you know, how-- 


this is a positive physical defined way of doing this, 
and it results in that gas in those communities for the 
next 20 years or so, 


THE WITNESS: O.K., I just 


have this thing about Yellowknife. They get everything, 


you know. 

I have just a short statement 
I would like to make, a personal thing. Mr. Lamothe 
spoke yesterday comparing the Athapaskan way of life 
to the industrial society and he seemed to feel that 
the Athapaskan way of life was far superior because the 
people were happy in those days, they had self-esteem, 
values, unity in the family, future for their young. 
These are all values and aspects of the way of life to 
which I was raised. The industrial eter has one 
economic hee ion inc to further oneself, to train 
one's mind, to perfect one's abilities, and to be happy 
with the accomplishments of producing and reaping the 
benefits. 

This workethic fills me with 
happiness and self-esteem. One of the problems of our 
society is the permissiveness of subsidies from govern- 
ment. We are not doing these people any favors by giv- 
ing them something for nothing. The essense of self- 


esteem is to work to further oneself. 


I am a young man full of energy .! 


One of the joys of living in today's industrial society 


for me is the number of opportunities available. I can 
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G. Erion 
Mrs. M, Fizer 


do anything I want to do today. Maybe I have to work 

hard for some of these things, but the enjoyment of 

the benefits is incredible. Like the song says: 
"You can do anything you want this time around 
You can be anything you want this time around." 

I urge you, Justice Berger, 
to recommend controls on this project that will benefit 
locals so that all may do anything they want this time 
around. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mz. -52riOn. 

(SUBMISSION OF GORDON ERION MARKED EXHIBIT C-204) 


‘WITNESS ASIDE) 


MRS. MARY FIZER, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: I just wanted to 
ask, I've never been to a pipeline town, so to speak, 
and I understand there are such towns in Alberta such 


as Swan Hills. If the pipeline is built by either of 


the applicants, do you have plans -- I believe in Aeeete 


Gas' case it's 65 people will be left in Simpson, in 
Foothills' case approximately 91 -- do you have plans 
to provide these people, should the village not have 
things such as recreation complexes, swimming pools, 
good hockey rinks, etc., etc.? 

THE COMMISSIONER: You should 
fill in the rest while you're at it. 

MR. RUTHERFORD: I think per- 
haps a good example for you would be to look at Fort 
Nelson and Fort St. John. You know they were developed 


by Westcoast Transmission, which is the company I come 


| 
| 
| 
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Mrs. M. Fizer | 


from. I'm a Foothills' officer, a full-time Foothills' 
officer now but I was a full-time officer of Westcoast 
for many years, and Inland Natural Gas before that, 
so I've been involved in -- and Pacific Northern, I was | 
| 
president also -- I've been involved in a lot of pipe- 
lines and seen them built and had a part in building | 
them, and stayed to operate them afterwards, and I | 
think that we have done a lot for Fort Nelson, Fort 
St. John, and all the various communities along the 
pipeline. 

MR, WORKMAN: Part of my back- | 
ground has been with Imperial Oil, and I've lived in a | 
company town, Norman Wells, and at one time it was a | 
real company town. Imperial was the paternalistic 
provider for everybody in the community, and I guess 
this is fine when you try to get a small camp established 
in the wilds somewhere; but Imperial's attitude is that 
towns should fot be run by companies, they should be 
run by the people who live in the community; and as | 


Norman Wells grew, other industries moved in, other 


people moved in and Imperial's policy was to try to 





get out of this paternalistic attitude. Rather than 
operate Community Halls themselves, provide assistance | 
for the community to build their own Community Hall. 
Some of these projects cost Imperial more money than | 
to build them and operate it themselves, but they felt | 
that being a good citizen of the community, that was the 
way to go. 

Arctic Gas, I'm sure, will | 


have a similar policy of being a good citizen of whatever 
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Mrs. M,. Fizer 
C. Hammond 


community they're in, and if a large number of employees | 


are going to be residing in Fort Simpson, then I think 
it's Arctic Gas' responsibility to contribute to help 
that community in recreation, hospitals and so on; but 
I think it should be the people of Fort Simpson that 
take the recreation buSiness 10 hand, the running the 
community in hand, and it should not be up to the 
company that moves in to try and run things. Let the 
people in the community run it. Let the companies that 
are. in that area assist the people financially and 

so on, 


(WITNESS ASIDE) : 


CHRIS HAMMOND, resumed: 





THE WITNESS: There was reference 


Made to somebody who gets a pay cheque from Ottawa 
every two weeks jumping up and down. I'd like to say 
one thing. The views I've expressed are my own. They 
in no way reflect the attitudes of Environment Canada. 
They can speak for themselves and I'd just like to 
say. that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You're not 
speaking for the Government of Canada, 

A Nopubim not. Would you 


like me to? I'd like to say one further -- 


Q Would they like you to? 


A I'll phone Ottawa, 





Mr. Cowie made a reference to if 


pipeline came, I've made a reference to our progress and 
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C. Hammond 


how our land bears the scar of progress and Mr. Cowie 
made reference to the fact that a pipeline would not 
barely be seen; but you bring in a pipeline and then 
you have to bring in service industries. They require 
land, and that service industry seems always to be 
depending on another service industry, and they want 
more land, I've spoke often of my fear of what this 
life will be for children in generations to come, and 
I've a great fear that they won't see anything that man 
has not put here. 

I look to the south to the 
cities where I spent much of my time and all I seé is 
concrete, asphalt, and the like; and then people of the 
city seem to travel a great distances to get away from 
that, but they go to spots which are called recreation 
areas and what is there but thousands of people doing 
the same thing? | 


But here in Fort Simpson I 


can paddle across the Snye or whatever means I have to 


get across there, or across the Mackenzie, and I find 
a very peaceful environment, something very fulfilling. 
As I said earlier, I fear greatly that the day will 
come when we, too, people who live along the Mackenzie 
will have to travel great distances to get away from it 
all, and I really don't want to see this day will ever 
come. 

I just have a great fear for 
--.I keep reiterating this, I keep saying it over and 
over -- for the children of generations to come, It 


really frightens me, I'‘said earlier that the land, 
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i people have been arguing about the land, and I said that | 
2 the land belongs to those children and we are the keep- | 
3 | ers of it, and maybe we have overstepped our jurisdiction 
4 | and we have taken much more than we rightfully have. | 
5 | I'd just like us to maybe stop for a while and see what | 
6 | we are going to do with this land because I look to | 
7 the south and I see urban sprawl, I see people of the 
8 | south rebelling against construction that is taking 
9 | away their land. They are trying to stop airports 
10 there, trying to stop freeways. 
Ni I look to California and I see 
12] if the paving continues at the rate it is today, the 
13, State of California will be totally paved by the year 
14] 2000. That's not a very aesthetic thing to look at. 





15 | So I just wish we'd slow down 


for a while and just take our time, think of the land | 








17 | more than anything else, and the people that live off | 
13 | that land. Thank you. | 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
| very much, Mr. Hammond, | 
211 | 
| (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
2 | 
24 | FRANCOIS PAULLETTE, resumed: | 
a) THE WITNESS: I would like to 
26 | direct my question to the oil companies,or the gas. | 


27 | What is -- for the benefit of other people who aren't 
| 





28 | following the procedures in the hearings -- what is 
29] your stand with regard to land claims and land 
30 | settlement? 
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MR, WORKMAN: As far as Arctic 
Gas is concerned, we would naturally like to see your 
land claims settled as quickly as possible. However, 
this is something that has to be settled between the 
Government of Canada and the native people in the 
Northwest Territories. We just hope that this can all 
be completed just as quickly as possible, but unfortun- 
ately we can't do anything about it; it's not in our 
area, 

MR. RUTHERFORD: As far as 
Foothills is concerned, I think Mr. Blair issued a 
press release on this particular point, and we feel as 
Mr. Workman says for Gas Arctic, we feel that the land 

claims should be settled before the pipeline is built. 

How long we could wait for a land settlement, we don't 
know. Mr. Blair suggested that we were able to delay 


-- that there was going to be a delay now from the 


original timetables due to the hearings in Ottawa, which) 


we don't anticipate a decision now until the fall of 
next year; I think that automatically delays the con- 
struction program one year. He suggested that another 
year's delay would be possible in Foothills" case, I 
think our feeling is that that should be timed, that 
we feel that there should be diligent work towards 
settling the land claims right now, and that they should 
be able to be settled in time to let us proceed within 
about that time frame. 

What would happen if they were 
not settled by that time, we are not prepared to. say. 


There is great pressures, as you know, from the rest of 
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F. Paullette 


Canada to proceed with this pipeline, and I think our 
feeling is that you should get on with the settlement 
and that you have time to settle it before the pipeline 
Will. be .burle; 

THE WITNESS: I have another | 
one, another question. In respect to -- not to this 
gas pipeline but to the oil pipeline, I understand there | 
is also talk of extracting oil from the delta, do ano- | 
ther procedure of this sort like this particular | 
hearing he 

THE COMMISSIONER: I can't -- 
THE WITNESS: -- have to go on? 
THE COMMISSIONER: I'll answer | 
that. If this pipeline were built and then the group | 
of companies which has already advised the Government of 
Canada it wishes to build an oil pipeline by 1983, it's 
already told the government that, if it were to go to the 
Government of Canada and say in two years or three years | 
and were to say, "All right, we're ready to go, we want 


to go ahead now. Will you let us go ahead?" 





They would have to go to the 
National Energy Board and then the National Energy Board's 
decision, if it were in favor of a pipeline, would have 


to be approved by the Cabinet. But that is the only 


provision there is under the law in that regard, Any 


| 
right-of-way they sought through the Northwest Territories | 


would have to be approved by the Minister of Indian ) 
Affairs & Northern Development, but this Inquiry is 


unique in Canadian experience because what has happened | 
here is that the Cabinet, on the Minister's recommendations 
| 
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F. Paullette 


has said, "We will have an Inquiry to see what the impact 
| 


of all of this will be north of 60 in the Yukon and the 


Northwest Territories." 


Whether they would establish 


another Inquiry is something that I can't tell you, and 


all I can tell you is that the Minister would have to 


approve a right-of-way, so that it would have to go to 


{ 
t 
| 


| 
{ 
| 


the Minister, and the National Energy Board would have tq 


grant a certificate of public convenience and necessity 


! 
so that it would have to go to the National Energy Board, 


I think really that's all I 


can say. The Federal Government in the pipeline guide- 


lines, though, has said to me, "Look, if we build this 
gas pipeline they will probably come along and want 

to build an oil pipeline as well. So go up there, see 
what the impact of a gas pipeline will be, and an oil 
pipeline too, and then we'll decide GSshct we want 
to go ahead with the gas pipeline, because if we do we 
know it will likely mean an oil pipeline afterward." 


That's the best I can do. 


It's the end of the tape, we'll just stop for a moment. 


O.K., anything else, Mr. 
Paullette? 
THE WITNESS: Yes, getting 


back to this last question, the impact of the gas 


pipeline hasn't even been touched except for what the 


people have been saying. Like all this particular 


hearing is opinions and views with regards to the 


pipeline, the social, environmental, economical impact. 


But the actual impact after the pipeline is built is 
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‘down there to watch them constructing it. I've been to 


F, Paullette 


not in reality, so if the impact were in reality, and 
as people have said that it will be destroying the 
land, wouldn't you think that an oil pipeline would be 
rejected because of that? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 
don't know. 

THE WITNESS: You know, this 
question -- because you haven't answered me at all. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, that's 
a petting in me and I've done my best, and there we are | 
I didn't lay out the terms of reference of the Inquiry | 
and I didn't make the pipeline guidelines. I'm telling | 
you what they say, and if it isn't easy to understand | 
what they say there's a reason for that. It's because 
it isn't easy to understand what they say. It isn't 
easy for me, is what I am telling you. 

THE WITNESS: O.K., bag Ot eRe, B= 
leave it at that, because you know a gas pipeline is 
not in reality yet, so therefore there's no impact. 


But the impact is coming is just a views in regards 





to the coming pipeline. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That's right. 
I should perhaps tell you that I have been to visit the 
site near Kingston, Ontario, where TransCanada Pipelines 


is looping it's TransCanada gas pipeline systemI was 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Alaska to observe the construction of the Alyeska oil | 
pipeline and to observe the impact of construction | 
in the socio-economic and an environmental sense in that 


state. So I've gone wherever I could to look at things | 
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F. Paullette 
G. Michaud 


1 that are a reality now and see what's happening. That's 
the best I can do. . We are here to listen to your 
opinions, not -- I can't gather everybody in the 
Northwest Territories into a big hall in Yellowknife 
and all of us stay there for a year to discuss this, so 
I have to go up and down the valley and talk to you, 
MRS, FIZER: Mr. Berger, would 
you suggest to Francois Paullette that perhaps 
after,should the gas pipeline be built, after the 


impact has been felt andapplication is made for an 





Oil pipeline, that if public pressure were such north 





12 | of 60 that another Inquiry would probably be held? 











13 THE COMMISSIONER: I don't know, 
14 MRS, FIZER: But this would be 
15 the best answer, that probably public opinion would 

16 | determine whether or not another one was held. 

17 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
18 you, Mr. Paullette. Thank you, Mrs. Fizer. 

12 | | (WITNESS ASIDE) 

29 THE COMMISSIONER: I have a 
2s feeling we're running ©Ut the string here at Fort 

22 Simpson. Does anyone else wish to say anything? Yes 
23 sir. 

— 

25 | GERRY MICHAUD, resumed: 

26 | THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, I 





have only one question. Al Dodd requested that you 
28 visit Hire North because they do have 50 men located 


there, I would like to pose that as a question; Do you 


30 | pn fe , ! 
aaa plan on visiting Hire North? 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. G. Michaud 
B. Grnon 

1 THE COMMISSIONER: Well yes, I 
a do, and I understand we're going there tomorrow, is it 
7 tomorrow, Mr. Dodd? 

4 | THE WITNESS: O.K., I just 

3 wanted to know, because he had requested put we didn't 
6| get an answer. 

7 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you 

| got your answer. 

9 (WITNESS ASIDE) 

10 ; BUTCH GRNON, sworn: 

11] THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead, 

i¢ sir. 
it THE WITNESS: O.K., to start 

id off with, my name is Butch Grnon, and anything I say 

15 today is strictly personal opinion, nothing to do 
16 || with anyone I'm affiliated with. 

17 The first day of the Inquiry 
18 -- and I missed quite a bit of the Inquiry in Fort 

19 Simpson -- the first night you stated that if anyone 
29 had an opposing view that anything that was said would 
21 be heard, and most of what I have to say today is oppos- 
~ ing statements I've heard from quite a few parties 
23 involved. 
oe To start with, one speech made 
saad: vetrurenve to Winslow, the first white man in the 

26 Territories or in Fort Simpson, I should say, and how 
7 he felt about the people. I feel that Winslow represen- 
28 


ted the Hudson's Bay Company, and the Hudson's Bay 
Company has a notorious reputation for exploiting people 


almost anywhere they've been. So I really don't feel 
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B. Grnon 


that Winslow was a good example. The Hudson's Bay 


is still exploiting. the northern people. 


Also with reference to Hudson's 


Bay there was someone made a statement that the Hudson's 


Bay refuses to stock items that were necessary for 
people to go out on the land trapping and such, I 


feel that the Hudson's Bay Company would exploit any 


viable product and being in a free enterprise situation 


where the consumer regulates what is sold, supply and 
demand, that the Hudson's Bay, if there were a demand 
for such items, would stock then. 

Another statement was made 
stating that the multi-national organizations or 


industries were going to take the money out of the 


Northwest Territories, if a pipeline were made,and that 


the people working for these multi-national industries 
Or Organizations would be -- are solely dedicated or 
whatever to ieee organizations, Yet the biggest 
multi-national Organization in the world iS opposing 
the pipeline -- that's the Catholic Church -- as was 
presented, and for this reason I don't feel that there 
should be any multi-national organization involved at 
Sriieices ia. I don't think the people working for the 


multi-nationals really do have a feeling that multi- 


nationals are more important than the country. 


Also the value of peoples' 
lives was mentioned and how it affects them. The 
Catholic Church has been known throughout history to 
put little value on human lives, which is evident 


through the Crusades, the Spanish Inquisition, and is 
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B. Grnon 


even present today in Ireland. We hear various remarks 


of southerners coming up here for one or two years 


to make their million, whatever it is, and then leaving 


for south, yet you have 75 bishops, the majorityof whon,i 


not all, have never been in the Northwest Territories, 


putting out a paper opposing a pipeline which has noth- 


ing to do with them, 
You also had a comparison of 
the Eskimo -- I'm sorry, had also a comparison of the 


Hawaliin people to the northern people. I'd like to 


talk in comparison with the Eskimo people and the people} 


in this area, The Eskimo culture is better now than 
it's ever been. They produce more. They are more 
widely known and understood than they've ever been 
before. There are drawbacks, I agree with that, but 
I think on the whole the Eskimo people are better off 
now than they've ever been before. | 

| I'd also like to draw another 


comparison, i lived in Europe, specifically Germany for 


245 years, and there was a remark made that the industria 


age or the industrial society does not give one time 
to be themselves, or that we go at too fast a pace. 
Germany is one of the leading industrial nations, and 
is rapidly rising on the scale. Yet living there, 
their people are very, very relaxed, very - they take 
time to do everything like businesses, for instance, 
have a 2-hour lunch hour so that the people, the 
staff, can enjoy their lunch hours. They take 2% to 

3 hours for a supper meal, which is something North 


Americans don't do. 


\ 
} 


| 








} 





| st4eY OW TO Ono 102 axed qu palms ter 
paiveal ents hen <a). dh aeaweibe <askehlae eso wae ca 


. 
Ps notw loytsotem edt ,eqoreld @ ever voy dey pe a 


\csisesizxeT seewrltro eft nt need seven ever, fin Yon 
| srigom and thidw entiagtq s pateoqgo teqsq s 400 pits sug 
| li | sinarld itiw 0b ot pat 

to noraliitseqmog 6 bed cals woY  - : “aye. 
| edd 20, noelitsegqmos 6 onta bed ,yrr0os m't =- omidel ana 
| 09 iil 6'T ,lqoeq mzersxom ene of elqoeg abtswal 
ee efit bas elqosq omited end Atiw noelueagnos Ab ALB? 
neds worm ta¢ted et exudiuo omitted ed? sexs aint nt 
sion 816 yscT .9xom aoubowqd yeniT .meed zsve e'si 
ased save ev'yeds asdd boosetebmr bas awond ylebiw 
tun staiat igiw serps I ,erxosdweth ots ereliT) ~etoted 

tie tstied eis alqoeg omiates eft olortw oils no Amida T 


| 


-St0led aeed reve ov’ ye? nedd wor 

tsitons weibh of sail ozls htt |, yews . 7% 
102 ynanae) ¢ifeoitiorge ,sqoxw! at boli = \foabseqnos 
fs itseubrd od? Sed ebam Azemex s cow stedt bas , @teey 2S 
.9287 8 Jee? ooy +8 op ow dade to , cevisemerd? ed ot 
_ bas »enot¢sa Bsivdeubmet pnibsel eds 20 ono et et 
,oret? poivil tay .elsoe edd no piiteix et 
exes yor ~ ya «bexslex yxev ,yiev eTs ee 

| \epantemh 0% ,peeesatend Al! paldayzeve ob 08 emis 
aid yelqosq edd 263.08 sued domut <vodtede wre 
a? #5 edad yon seawort doaut, siods yotas anol 3AIG, 








| em ano evip ton seob yIetoos Islrséubal erty S0°ops 












ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. 2471S 





























BURNABY 2, B.<¢ 


B. Grnon 


Now progress -- probably 
everything I've said you have heard before a dozen 
times -- progress enables development of an area and 
with controls, such development could benefit all the 
people within the Northwest Territories, 

Political independence is not 
possible for the Northwest Territories within the 
foreseeable future, in my Opinion. It is not possible 
for any individual province in Canada, even those with 
much more development, more resources and richer in 
every way than we are. We cannot be self-sufficient 
without first developing our resources with which we 
can trade for other commodities that cannot be produced 
in our region, This is valid anywhere, not only in 
Canada but world-wide, 


The largest single source of 


revenue in the Northwest Territories is welfare payments 


Or related government payment grants. We cannot 
become independent on government grants. 

Programs are being instituted 
Im*this aréa? all Gf "which TI am in agreement to, in 
whole or in principle, programs such as Youth Centres, 
Alcohol Rehabilitation, Drop-in Centres, etc, Finances 
for all of these are being by government grants. With 
this I am also in agreement, I think the government 
should pay for a large majority of this; but I also 
think it's about time that we started putting something 
into Canada from the north, rather than always extract- 
ing? front) iti 


I haven't been in the north 
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B. Grnon 


very long, but that doesn't mean I don't feel that I'ma 


northerner. I intend to make Simpson my home. 


Thank you very much for listen-) 


ing to me. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. 

THE WITNESS: No, this 1s not 
in wratten torm, Jom sorry. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
thank you. 


(WLTNESS ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Anyone‘else? 


Well, I think then I should conclude the Inquiry here 
in Fort Simpson by thanking all of you who have 
attended for the past three days, and all of you who 
have spoken. I hope you understand that this is a 
public Inquiry, that is the order-in-council under 
which I was appointed says that I am to hold a public 
Inquiry. As far as I'm concerned, that means we hold 
it in public and that means that the people who live 
here in the north are entitled to be heard. 

That's why I've been visiting 
all of these communities, because I'm anxious to hear 
from the people who make the north their home, and 
that's why I'm not holding this Inquiry in an office 
in Yellowknife discussing these issues with a limited 
circle and a limited number of persons. It being a 


public Inquiry, there isn't any point in my going up 


and down the Mackenzie Valley to hear the people unless 


you tell me what's really going on in your heads. 
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B. Grnon 


You see, I believe people should) 
speak their mind, that's one of the great things about 
this country, that we can speak our minds, say what we | 
believe no matter where we live or who we work for. 
That's what this Inquiry is all about. 

You people here in Fort Simpson | 
have said some hard things about each other, but if | 
that is truly the way you feel, those are things that 
are in your minds, then it is better that you should 
say them and that I should hear them, that I should know | 


them and that all of you should know them. 





I am anxious wherever I go in 
the north that people shouldn't feel that they cannot 
say what is in their minds because what we're concerned 
with here is your future, and that's why I appreciate 
the fact that you have spoken frankly these past three 
days. 

Well, thank you again, and if 
you wish to say anything further you may write to me | 
in Yellowknife, just write to me c/o the Inquiry, Yellow- 
knife, and I'll be happy to hear from any of you who | 
have anything further to say. I think then we'll adjourn 


the Inquiry until this afternoon when the Inquiry will 


- reconvene in Wrigley. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO AFTERNOON AT WRIGLEY N.W.T.) 
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1| Wrigley, N.W.T., 

2 | September 10, 1975. 

(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

4 THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 

| gentlemen, I'll call our hearing in Fort Wrigley to | 
Pa ee oe EDWARD HARDIS'Y, sworn as ficcarster 
7 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Interpreter, I'm just going. 
a to say a few words to open the meeting, and would you | 
7 interpret what I say when I pause? | 
7 I am Judge Berger and I am 

as] conducting an Inquiry into the proposal to build a pipe- | 
12, line up the Mackenzie Valley. I'm sure you've heard | 
tT about the proposal to build a pipeline. There are two | 
Pe companies, Arctic Gas and Foothills, that want to build | 
ee, it, and I have invited representatives of those compan- 
16 | ies to be here today so that they can listen to what 

a you have to say. That's what I'm here for too, to listen 


13 | to what you have to say about the proposal to build a 








19 | pipeline. | 
20 | Today I'm going to ask the 

21 Chief of the Band here in Wrigley and the members of the | 
22 | Band Council, and those of you who wish to speak to do | 
23 | so. I think I should say that we have been told that 

af by Mr. Horte, the president of Arctic Gas, that if a 

25 | gas pipeline is built up the Mackenzie Valley it is like-+ 
a5 ‘ly that Arctic Gas will want to build a second gas : 
a, pipeline up the Mackenzie Valley within five years eee 





2g || the first one has been built. We have been told by 
Mr. Blair, the president of Foothills, that if a gas 


pipeline is built, it will likely result in increased 
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A oil and gas exploration activity in -- along the route 
2] of the Sree lane up the Mackenzie Valley. We have also 
3} been told that the companies that have found gas in the 
4| Mackenzie Delta have found oil there too, and that they 


5) have advised the Government of Canada that they want to 





6) build an oil pipeline up the Mackenzie Valley to be 


7 completed by 1983. 











8 CHIEF HARDISTY: Would you 

7 make that short so the interpreter can translate that? 
10 | THE COMMISSIONER: Right, O.K. 
11] How far did -- do you want me to start that again? 

Ee CHIEF HARDISTY: Yes. 

13 | THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 
ce I'll repeat what I said. 
15 | The reason I'm here today is 
16 | to listen to what your Chief and the members of your 
iy Band Council and you yourselves have to Say. That's 
18 | why we're having this hearing, so that I can listen 
19 | to you. My job is to consider not just what the results would be 
20 if a gas pipeline were built, but to consider what 
21 would likely come after that. 
ae These two companies want to 
23 build a gas pipeline. The government has asked me to 
24 | consider what that would mean, what the impact would 
25, be, what effect it would have on the north and upon 
26 | the people that live here. So these companies who 


27 | want to build a gas pipeline, they have told us that 





23 they will likely want to build a second gas pipeline 
within five years of the first has been completed. 
| 





We have been told that the companies that have found 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


gas in the Mackenzie Delta have also found oil there. 
They say that they want to build an oil pipeline up the 
Mackenzie Valley by 1983. 

The Government of Canada has 
to decide whether they will let them build the gas 
pipeline but the government is busy in Ottawa running 
the country, they can't be here to listen to what you 
have to say, so they sent me, 

So you live here, this is your 
home. I want you to tell me what you think about all 
of this and that will help me to decide what recommen- 
dations I should make to the government. 

So.) livcall wn Chiet Hardisty 


to make the first statement, 


CHIEF HENRY HARDISTY, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: Well, thank you 
very much, Mr. Berger. 

First of all, I would like to 
present the struggle we have with the Territorial and 
Federal Governments, especially the Federal Government. 

Three years ago I beginning to 
work with the people within this settlement. That was 
late in-- before Christmas, there was a company coming 


through our settlement by the name of COMINCO, So 


‘the chairman and I went out there to see if they've got 


any land use permit to go across the river. The thing 


happened was that we asked them why they did not consult. 


the people of Wrigley before coming out, they were just 


down by the road, you know, where the airport is, just 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


past there. That's when we put a stop ta them so there 
was no consultation and there was no land use permit. 
They just coming in, like it's a free country, I know 

it is a free country but you know, they didn't even care 
about the people. They wanted to do their work and then | 
forget about it. Do their work and then the money they 
make and then after that they can get out and they're 
happy that they have their hand full of money in their 


pocket. 


ae 


Well anyway, so we started to | 
backcheck on them, we checked with people in Yellowknife, 
the land use people, and there was no permit issued to | 
that particular outfit. So a few days later a regional | 
director, Mr. Armstrong, came into our settlement to meet 
with the Chief and the Settlement Council. We met with 
them, and the people -- well the Chief and the Settlement 
Council had said that they did not BeCEEe ene land use 
permit issued to this outfit. So Mr. Armstrong had 
a no-no from Wrigley from the Chief, and the Settlement 
Council, and the chairman, | 

So they went back that very | 
night to Yellowknife. Within 12 hours we've got this | 
letter which has been flown in by helicopter from 
Yellowknife to the people here. This letter stated that | 
the company been issued a land use permit over above | 
what the people of Wrigley had said, 

This is the kind of thing that 
we're having with the government. 
So we did not gain anything from 


that fight we had with the Federal Government and COMINCO, 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


But later on that year the Wrigley people opposed the 
highway. As you can see on the map, the original map 
back here how close it is to the settlement. So here 
again we begin to struggle with the government again. 
We said, "We do not want the development until we get 
our land settlement been settled." 

So we fought politically, not 
physically. It was a really good struggle we had with 
the government. Finally the government give in a wee 


little Cee about this much, that I see. Even though 


we opposed the highway, they're still pushing the highway 


on us; but they stopped ten mile the other way and. 


started again ten mile the other way, and then left 


the route to the people bypasses Wrigley. This is what 


happened, and the kind of struggle we had with the 
government is all here in the newspaper which I photo- 


copied and kept it. 


| 


THE COMMISSIONER: Could you let 


us see the letter in relation to the land use permit 
to COMINCO and the other documents related to COMINCO, 
and we'd like the file relating to the highway if you 


could let us have it, and we will copy it and return 


it to you along with those other documents, if you wish. 


THE WITNESS: Well, I can let 


you take this whole copy and keep it because I've got 


‘ everything in the office. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, fine. 


THE WITNESS: That's the letter 


THE COMMISSIONER: COMINCO, 


THE WITNESS: M-hm, 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


i| THE COMMISSIONER: Well, those 
2 | will be marked as exhibits. The letter relating to the 


y land use permit to'COMINCO and the clipping relating to 


| the same matter will be marked as exhibits, and then the 

5 | file relating to the highway. 

| (CLIPPING RE COMINCO & LETTER DATED MARCH 29, 1973 

7 MARKED EXHIBIT C=-205) 

| THE COMMISSIONER: Well, carry 

| on then. 
10 | THE WITNESS: Later on in that | 
a summer, nis was just recently, we met with the Federal 
12 Government representative and the people from Yellowknife, 





13) highway project people. We had a public meeting here 
14 in this hall. At that time I wasn't the chief, and they 
15 | held a meeting with the government representative. There 


16 was also Assistant Commissioner Sid Hancock was here, 





v7 too. Anyway what happened, the Federal Government had 
18 their engineers and their representatives were here, 


1) and they were using their technique to talk the Settle- | 





20 | ment Council and the chief to give the proposal route 


mah right around Wrigley, which I did not like but I could 


te) not do nothing over and above what the chief had said. 
i But apparently they signed a paper 
24), approving the route around Wrigley. They only Sign, the | 





25 paper says they can go around Wrigley; but a little 





26 | further back than what they originally proposed. 


27 | THE COMMISSIONER: That's Route 
| 


28 *B"on thes “map, “I's? Lt? 
29 | A Go N67 Dtemeare.«)itteethe | 


30 | other map. 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


Oh 
A It's not here so I could 
not show you. At the same time the Chief and the 


Council had said that, "We'll give you a proposal route 
if you give us a contract to the co-op." 

They said, "0O.K." 

Q The contract for what? 

A For the clearing of the 
right-of-way. Then they left, they said they would 
notify us within a week. O.K., fine, they went home, 
Nothing has been heard. Two weeks passed, So co-op 
manager had called them. "Is there anything been done 
about the contract?" 

Sure, there was nothing done. 
But no, they said there was something done, they were 
just waiting fa the Ottawa to approve the contract. 
They did not agree with our proposal of the money to do 
the 12-mile from here south, and as up till now, the 
co-op manager and I do not know what happened to the 
contract, if it's been approved or not. 

This is the kind of thing the 
governments are doing to us. 

To my understanding, the 


government are just copping out because they want Hire 


North to do that contract, They know that the Hire North 


have been doing all the clearing, and here the people 
of Wrigley, they want to do it themselves, and I don't 
think that they think ‘that Wrigley could do it; but I know that 
Wrigley can do it. They can do the clearing all they 


want. The way the government want is the way they can 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


1 go it. I bet they can do a better job than the Hire 


ise) 


North would. 

3 | Well, this is why as up till 
4 | now we haven't heard a thing on the contract, if it's 
3 been approved or not. 


Well, this is all I'm going to 





7; Say about that contract, but under the highway there 
8 I've still got a few things on my mind. Just recently 
9 Jud Buchanan made an announcement on the radio that 


10} the highway is going to end in Wrigley. I strongly feel 





11) that if this highway is going to end in Wrigley ,again 





| I'm going to oppose it. 

| 

| 
13 | As you can see, the people here 
14} are not quite prepared for the highway, although we are 


15 preparing ourselves, but we're slowing progressing. You 





16| have heard the kind of struggles that Chief Jim 

17 || Antoine has in Wrigley -- the developers mainly took 
18! over Fort Simpson and now Chief Antoine -- you heard 
3) him yesterday -- the kind of thing he has been having. 


20 |! I do not want the same thing happening to Wrigley. 








2A I do not like what Buchanan has 
ee said about the highway ending up in Wrigley because there, 
23 is absolutely no consultation been given to the people, 

24 | nothing was said, and here this statement he made (ups out | 
25) on the radio. I don't know what Buchanan thinks he is, 
26} some kind of a god for the Northwest Territories to push 


27 the Indians the way he wants. The people of Northwest 





28 Territories are different from the people -- from the 





<* southern people. Their way of life compared to the 


| 
30] Dene way of life is totally different. PEethiseMr. 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


Buchanan, he represent the people of the north, by rights) 


he should have come to Wrigley to consult with the 
people before he made that statement on the radio. 
Now I just as soon see the 


whole highway stop where it is, at River Between. 


Q River Between Two Mountains, 
| 


how far is that south of Wrigley? 

A It's between 25 and 30 
miles south. I have more of this clipping concern 
that highway ending Wrigley. 

Q Well, we'd like to have 
those if we may then, please. 

A I myself have been up 
the river to the camp, not the Hire North Camp, the 
camp below it which is about a mile from the Hire North 
Camp. The people that lives there are the Yendi boys, 
they've been living there since they were kids, Their 
parents died there and they lived there all their life, 
they do their trapping from that area, 

I could hear the truck moving 
back and forth from that camp, and the power plant 
humming all night. I don't know if the Hire North 
consult with those people before they moved in so close 
to them, disturbing them, I was talking to one of the 


boys a summer ago, and I asked him if he was consulted, 


‘had he heard anything about the camp before it was moved | 


there? He said, "None." As usual he was trapping, 
the camp moved in the winter when he was trapping over 
by Fish Lake, which is not too far from the River 


Between. Anyway, one day he was coming home from his 


| 
} 


} 
} 
| 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


trapline along the bush trail he had, here he saw a 
bulldozer and graders clearing the land. He wondered, 
he said he just iehuee and went by and went home. 

A week later there was a camp 
set up. This is the kind of thing our governments are 
doing to us so far. The same time there was a winter 
road opened to Wrigley, in fact past Wrigley down to 
Norman Wells. I asked him if he has any problem with 
those people. 

He said, "No." But later he 


said, this was on the winter road just above his house, 


he had one trap close to the road that was set for. lynx. 


Well, he caught a lynx all right, but he never got to 
skin it. What happened was someone took that lynx out 
of his trap, shot and killed that lynx, the blood was 
smeared on the snow. He showed me, and the animal was 
aragged to the road, 

I asked him, "Have you any 
idea who did it?" And I asked him how long ago it 
happened. 

He said, "A week ago." 

O.K., that's just the poyeariecn 
of the highway, and look that's just a winter road and 
the people are being used like this. They steal their 


fur right out of their traps. People who live there, 


' they don't make their incomes from driving trucks or 


anything like that, or working. Their income comes from 


trapping and hunting. This is the way they live, it's 


the way their parents taught them, it's the way they live. 


. Now if this kind of thing is 
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Chief H. Hardisty | 


going to happen,continuously happening, then why have 
the highway? This is why, one of the examples why I 
just as soon see the highway stop at River Between, In 
fact, just close it completely. 

I went to school in Simpson 
back in 1960's before the highway come to Fort Simpson, 
There was -- actually there was -- it doesn't look as 
today Fort Simpson look. The only thing I seen there | 
was a small coffee shop and the Bay, then the Imperial | 
Gas station, and then one small charter aircraft was 
there. ‘AS soon as the highway end at Fort Simpson, | 
the people started coming in from the south, just . 
took over the community completely. They do not care 
what had happened to the native people, they care about 
the income they have in their pocket -- development, 
development, that's what they have in mind. 

Now you can see Simpson. There's 
all kinds of things come, your charter planes, charter 
aircraft, amd private enterprises within their own 
Simpson area, and the kind of struggle Chief Antoine 
is having with the white society in Simpson, As you 
can see, Mr. Berger, this settlement is nice and quiet. 
It has not been disturbed. If the highway is going to 
end here you're going to see the same thing what 
they have in Simpson, it's going to happen here. | 

But they have a highway at 
Simpson. People are beginning to have problems, especia-~ 
lly in the summer when they get drifters from the south 
SVT "don "t“think T'd'call tthem “dritters”, I°1il ‘call 


them trouble-makers. O.K., they travel, they thumb their) 
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“ment. What do I see today? These promises they 


Chief H. Hardisty 


way up here. What do they do in Simpson? They hang around 
there selling drugs, and the people, especially the 

young people, are beginning to have problems with their | 
parents. They begin to steal from their parents in 
order to buy the drug from these drifters. These are 
the kind of things that I see coming to Fort Wrigley. 
This is why I'd just as soon see the highway stop at 
River Between, 

This other third item I have 
here on my paper is quite important to some, well most 
of the people that move from the Old Town to the 
present Wrigley. The move was back in 1966. Three 
years before that the government had been meeting with 
the Chief and the Band Council persuading them to move 
from the old town to the present site. For three years 
they've been saying, "No." 

Finally they promised people, 
the promise they make , that if we move from the Old 
Town to the present site that we do not have to worry | 
about a thing. They promise the people the power 
bills will be paid by the government, the water will be | 


| 


delivered to the homes and it will be paid by the governs 


| 


ment, They promised the people that they move to the 
present site, that they will provide the fuel to burn, 


to heat their homes, and it will be paid by the govern- 


made, I do not know where they go. Today I see people 
paying for their power bills. That is the kind of 
technique they're using to push us around; and the homes 


were built here -- it took them one summer to do it. | 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


1| In the wintertime what we see is frost under the windows, 
5 | in the corner of the houses. These homes they built, I 

3) don't think any eid Ley inspector would recommend a 

a person to live in. When they moved from the Old Town 





| 
5 | that fall to move into their new homes they were told 
gi| to pay $500. If they don't pay the $500 they can't go 
5 into their houses. By golly, if I was here at that time, 
g | I would just as soon go back to the Old Town. But they 


me paid $500, they paid that to the teacher. I don't know 





19 Where the $500 went. It did not go to the government 
ee because a year ago we asked the government, "Where did 
12 |.» sbhe. $500, went?” 

A> | They said they don't know. 
They don't even have receipt for it. What happened was 


15} I think the teacher that did it was just to make money 


ig | ) form himsel£, 
17 | As of today, not one of these 
#3 | promises that were made to the people are carried out. 





19 | This is the kind of thing are happening to us. Will be | 








20 | even worse if we get the southern impact in Wrigley. 

a 9 I do not see the native existence in Wrigley 20 years 

8 from now if we do have the southern impact. | 
23 This fourth item, it has to 

are do with the education, As far as I remember, the 

ao beginning of my education I was taught to live the way | 
26. the southern people live. Never once I was taught 

27 | how Dene ways of living to interfere with my education, 
28 | I had a friend of mine gave me a guideline which is 

9 | given to the teachers who are coming from the south 

5 | the way they're supposed to teach the native people. 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


It is something interesting, really impresses me, which 
I made photo copies of the pages which are important 
that I have read. ‘Some of the things I don't think it 
should be taught in the Territories where the native-- 
especially to the native children. 

The guidelines was given to 
these teachers before they come up here, why they should 
teach the southern way than the northern. SO our way 
of life is different than the southern way of life. 

Some of the things in here that are -- really impresses 
ma, like : said before, the teachers are to teach the 
children what stop signs mean and what buses and trucks 
-- we don't have that kind of thing up here, not back 
in '68, not in the Old Town I don't remember seeing 

it; but those were taught to us. 


The guidelines that pushes the 


teachers, if they don't follow the guidelines they will 


be fired, to my understanding it was like that. The 


teacher must teach the northern people -- students, to 





live the southern way of life, not the Dene way of life. | 


The teacher get -- they have running water, and in some 
place, I can't find it now, but in this thing there is 

a place that says that why the teacher has the running 

water, because they come from the south and they are 


used to those kind of things. The Dene people, they're 


“not used to it, so let them provide their own homes in 


the way they live because they're Dene anyway. This is 
what the book says. 
If they think of us that way, 


why bother us teaching?:. Why bother us teaching the way 


| 
} 


j 
| 
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Chief .H, Hardisty 


the southern way of livelihood? They should have just 
left us completely. 

Just recently the teacher here 
in the settlement has started to teach, well, got some 
funding from the government to teach the students here 
in Wrigley a little bit of trapping, and then a little 
bit of the way of living in the bush. That was two years 
ago they started that. But it only lasts a month or 
so, or two, because the funding wasn't that much. 

I think if they want to have 

: 
teachers to teach in the north, I think they should be 
taught the northern way of life before they come up to 
the north to teach us Dene, because up till now the 
Dene people know for themselves that they cannot accept 
the southern way of living. They see for themselves that. 
I like to see more the northern people to teach our 
childrens the way to live and the way to trap in the 
bush. Then the way to drive a taxicab or a bus ina 
city and obey the rules and. the laws that have been 
set up by the lawmakers, the government -- Mr. Berger, 
you may keep this for your exhibit. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. 

THE WITNESS: It is important 
that you look over and you can see what I mean by -- | 

(TEACHERS' GUIDELINES FOR NORTH MARKED EXHIBIT C-206) 

THE WITNESS: Now this , I think 
this is most important of my agenda, which concern 
both the people of the north and the government and the 


gas people, I've been to a number of different 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


communities, talked and listened especially to the old 


people. What I hear from them is what you've been hear- 


ing all summer. They do not accept the pipeline. 

This pipeline which we are 
talking about, and a number of other things which I 
have spoke and told you about it, it's going to affect 
every one of us, not at the same time but little by 
little, it's going to affect the kind of things that 


happen to us. 


| 
| 
j 


As you also have heard about the 


Alaska oil pipeline, what's happening over there, I 
believe you know most of it. The cost of living has 
gone up, steady going up, going up, going up because 
there is lots of money floating in that area where the 
pipeline -- the route of the pipeline, and the impact 
that they have up there, that I heard that people are 
paying for one egg about this size, one egg about this 
size they are paying $2. for that egg for breakfast. 
Ef this kind of thing 2s qoing to hit tie norcir with 
the Canadian Gas Arctic Pipeline, I don't think the 
native people will exist unless they totally benefit 
from that pipeline, which I see as of today the native 
people are not going to benefit from that pipeline. 


As you can see, you have been 


to the communities along the Mackenzie River, the propos+ 


al route of the pipeline. Have you ever been to these 
communities and have you seen the people are prepared 


for this pipeline?- I don't think you did. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


In order for the Dene to benefit 


from the pipeline,just give them time, give us time to 
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‘ Yendi boys that live there, you can totally hear the 


Chief H. Hardisty 


settle our land claims. As you heard Chief Frank T'Seleie, 
what he says about the pipeline which I strongly 
support it, that the people up in the north do not 
accept the pipeline. 

Now, Mr. Berger, on behalf of | 
the people living in the settlement and all the people 
in the Territories, especially the Dene, we do not want 
the pipeline. I am going to say the same thing that 
the people of Wrigley have the same feeling that we 
do not want the pipeline. 


o 


I've seen the proposal route 
for the highway -- I mean the pipeline, the stockpiles, | 
compressor stations, campsites, that one of this aie 
which is later on it's going to be a compressor station, 
I do not like where it's been proposed. The proposed 
campsite is within Wrigley region. The campsite or 
later on it's going to be a compressor station which 
I'm referring to the one at River Between. 

Let me give you some example 
why I do not like that. There is a Hire North Camp 
there at the present moment. Also there is the Yendi 
boys who livd there all their lives and their parents 
lived there before the Hire North Camp. I see that 
they been disturbed but what can they do? Not very 


much they can do. If you go to the houses of these 


Power Plant running from the Hire North Camp, and the 
truck and the vehicles moving back and forth. To my 
understanding why the Yendi boys live there in River 


Between rather than live in the settlement is that they 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


want to live peace and quiet by themself. This is why 
they live out there. Also the people in Willow Lake 
River, 

Now I'm going to ask if it is 


possible, if this pipeline is going to go through, that 


I'd much rather see -- not see a compressor station or 


a campsite there, because if it's going to be a campsite 


there's going to be more than 3,000 people that's going 
to camp there. I know they're going to be bothering 
the Yenui wys. So if ever the pipeline goes through, 


I ask that proposal be changed, 


I'll give you some example why. 


A long time before the Hire North moved their camp there 


the boys had lived there, used to get their animals, 
they used to shoot the moose at their back door; but 
since the camp moved there they have one hell of a time 
trapping. No animal hang around there ,nothing, nothing 
EO Uraue cb they are going to put 3,000 people in that 
particular spot it's going to be even worse than it 
is today. If we ever get through here with the meeting 
and we can visit the campsite, then you'll see why that 
I do not accept the pipeline or the proposal site of 
the camp. 

Well, I guess this is all I 
have for now until something else comes up. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
chief, 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Do other 


members of the Band Council wish to say anything 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


at this time? 

CHIEF HARDISTY: Yes, they 
said they would like to add something but give us a 
break, he says. 

THE COMMISSIONER: How long? 
Well, we should stop for supper, I guess, should we? 

CHIE HARDISTY:, Yes, 

THE COMMISSIONER: How long 
do you think? When do you want to start again? 

CHIEF. HARDISTY =: Weld. how | 
about we start gathering around 8:30 then, we might get 
Lt sgoing, by 10, then... ' | 

THE COMMISSIONER: O.K., 8:30, 
everybody be here at 8:30. 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 
gentlemen, we'll call the hearing to order again this 
evening. 

Chief Hardisty, I understand 


you have a few things you'd like to say now. 
| 
CHIEF HENRY HARDISTY, resumed: | 
THE WITNESS: I heard myself | 
on the radio tonight that there is a few things that 
* I.-- only one particular thing. I would like to correct, 
is that when I was talking about Chief Jim Antoine, the 
struggle he's having between the Dene people and the 


Monla people in Simpson, that I said -- when I said, 


I overheard myself saying that Chief Jim Antoine having 
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! aaa 
a a struggle with the white people in Simpson. I didn't 


ho 


Say "in Simpson", I said "in Wrigley". So I'd like to 


clarify this by saying that the struggles that Chief 


GO 


Jim Antoine is having in Simpson between the Dene people 
>: and the Monla people in Simpson, 
6 | Thank you very much, I just 


7 wanted to clarify this for the press and the C.B.C. 


8 | reporters. I hope they understood. 
9 | THE COMMISSIONER: I think they 
10! did. I think we all understood you meant Simpson and 


¢ 


11/ not Wrigley. 


12 | THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

13 | I'll turn the mike over to one 
14 of my councillors. 

15 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 

16 | 

i7 | THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 

13 

19% : GABE HARDISTY, sworn: 

20 | THE INTERPRETER: Gabe wants 


21] me to translate and I told him not to make his speech 
| 
| 


H too long because I get lost sometime and I have to ask 





him over again. 

a4 | Sith, COMMISSIONERS JOSK3 

25 | THE INTERPRETER: Gabe says 
Mr. Berger, thanks for sitting among us and I guess you 
expect to see what quite a bit of the people say and 

2 S| think, and what I have to say. I want to make a speech 
29 | but he says it's not going to be very long. 


He says talking about this 
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pipeline and he says I guess you're expecting people to 
say something about it, and he says he feels he'd like 
to say something about it himself. He says this 
Pipeline they're talking about, he says they're putting 
it on our land, and we mean it's our land. But they go 
ahead and they expect to put it through. He says he 
doesn't think very much about it but if it goes through 
something has to be done about it. If this pipeline 

is put through there is going to be a lot of damage done 
to the country. 

. He says we people have been | 
living here for a long time and way back people used | 
to live pretty good off the land. They didn't have 
much trouble to get meat and so forth; but if this 
pipeline goes through there will be a lot of damage 
done through this, the way of living for the Indian 
people. There's going to be damage done to the land 
and there's going to be, the game is going to be decreas- 
ing, ito. 

Why put the pipeline through? 
The Indians, we Dene people we're not going to make 
any money out of it, and only the white people are going, 
to make money out of it. So we don't need the pipeline. | 
Yes, and he says why put the pipeline through? It's 


not going to benefit the Indians. We will just live 


‘like we used to, poor, and we're not going to get any 


richer by bringing the pipeline in. He says why put 
the pipeline through? They've done enough damage, the 
oil companies did enough damage to the country already. 


There's hardly any moose around, no rabbits, no chicken. 
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He says by doing this they're going to bring back the 


fo 


moose and chicken and rabbits? He says why put the 


| 
i : 
Al pipeline in? Right now there's hardly any rabbits, 





+ no chicken, no rabbits, hardly any moose, and he says 

5 | getting meat in from outside about the size of your fist. 
6 | comes almost to $10. | 
Ty He says thats why a lot of people are 

8 | against the pipeline. He says a lot of Dene people are 
9 going to be working on the pipeline but so far he thinks | 
10 | only the educated ones will be working on there. He | 
11] says the trapper, for instance you take out one from | 
12. Willow River or River Between Two Mountains, the Yendi | 
13 | Boys, they've been trapping and living out there all 
14] summer, That is what he's trying to explain. Can you 
15 | take one of those guys out and put him on a pipeline 
16 | and tell him to work? Because if you don't know how to drive 
17 | a truck or anv machinery, you'li never yet no job on the pipeline. 
13 | He says he has no use for the pipeline. 
aa He says you could be well- 
20 | educated, drive all the machinery, and do all sorts 





Zi of jobs, but he says that's not going to last a lifetime, 





22 | He says -- well like he's saying, if they know how to 
23) drive all trucks, all machinery, he says after the 

24 | pipeline is finished and he's not wanted any more, what 
25 | is he going to do, he says? 

26 | He says he has no use for it. 
27 | He says he lives off the land and what he's prescribing 
28 | is why should I say "yes"? I have no use for it. He 





“9 | says anything happens to that pipe, well what little game 


39; is left is going to be all gone, all the game lives off 
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G. Hardisty 


trees, willows, poplar, beaver; those they die off, 
well the animals are gone. That is why, he says, they 
want to go ahead dnd push the pipeline but he says he's 


against it, he has no use for it. 


| 


He says we Dene people, we know 


we like to keep the way-- tne living we're having, living 


off the land. That's why he says he has no use for the 
pipeline. He says you get one of the people out from 
Ottawa and take them down here and 0O.K., you set your 
traps over there but he says that guy will never come 
back, euutt find him frozen over there. 

This is the point he was. 
driving at. He says that's the way it's going to be for 
us. Once you put the pipeline in and something happens, 
well that's the end of the Dene nation. That's what he's 
talking about. 

He just wants to say a few 
things about the highway. The highway they're cutting 
is only 12 miles out of here, that's how far the clear- 
ing has gone on the highway. The gravelling so far 


is up to River Between Two Mountains, He says Mr. 


| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 


| 


Munroe, I guess he has something to do with that highway | 


and he came down with Commissioner, sit down and talk, 
they had a meeting, they had a meeting here with them 
about that. 

He wants to say a few things 


about what Munroe and Sid Hancock said. They had a 


meeting here and -- about the highway -- and we're start- 


ing a co-op here and what the meeting was concerned 


with, just what Henry was saying lately about this 
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highway, and they had a meeting here with Munroe and 
Hancock, and he felt pretty sure that they were saying 
"yes" when they took off, but since then they have 
never heard nothing about it. 

This is the way the government 
treat us. All the meeting was -- or it would be easier 
to do it that way, yes, yes, you know. He said but 
after they take off they don't think about what was 
said at the meeting. They turn around and do their own 
way, their own way they feel about it, not what the 
people think about it, or feel about it. 

He says what's the use of 
talking for a meeting like that, or just like begging, 
you know, he says it's no use, just like talking to 
yourself, He says so far, he says I've been thinking, 
he says, I think the government is just like that. 
What's the use of talking, he says, you get nothing out 
of it. It's just like talking to your own self. 

He says that's what happening 
to the Dene people. He says no, he says they turn Gua 
and do whatever they like. That's just pushing Dene | 
people down and then they're trying to do -- they do 
what they think is right for them but not for the Dene 
people, He says if highway ever comes here there's 
going to be a lot of white people, you won't know who 
the native is or who lives here. That's what's going 
to happen. He says this is why we're against the 
highway. Quite a- few years they've been having meetings 
off and on again and that's why he's against it, you 


know, and he likes to see land claims settled before 
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1| anything goes ahead, 
2 | About the highway, he says 
3 | why don't they -- if they want it why don't they keep 


4|| pushing it down instead of ending it here? Why start 





it and then they're saying there's no money for it? 

- | He says if it's only -- the highway is as far as Wrigley 
, well he says we're going to be in a bad situation. 

He says he heard Mr. Black talk on tne 

a | radio and he said he didn't like what he -- he said this 
highway that's going,a lot of native people are working on it amd 
med making lots of money and he says it's good for the 


12 | Dene people. He says they're not making anything out 





13 of this. He says what little money they make go right 

14 | back to the government pocket. I mean to say they got 

a Liquor Store, and that's where all the money goes. 

He says that's the reason they're saying they're 

>| helping the people and they're talking about it all 

19|| the time. There is what's happening. Are they overlook- 
ne ing us? He said they're putting the Dene people up 


against a pretty hard thing but they don't realize it, 








20 | 
52! He says compared to Simpson, 
i the highway's there now. There's a lot of people that 
23 are not living like they used to. There's Liquor Store 
24 | there and beer parlor, and if a man hasn't got enough 
55 || money well they beg one another. Is that helping the | 
aT ‘people? Is that the reason they want the highway just | 
27 | to here, to put us in the same position? } 
| 
val It's nice to live quietly here 
] 


29 but he says once the road comes in we're going to be 


30 | pitiful, just like a lot of people in Simpson. He says quite. 


————~ 
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1 a few of us around here are working but he says as soon 
| as the highway ends up here and a lot of white people 


come in, any work that's got to be done, they'll take 








3 | 
fl it over and leave us with nothing. Thinking of it, he | 
5 says is that the way I see it and that's what I'm saying | 
Y now, he says. He says he doesn't want to see that 
7| happen to his own people. 
7 He says power bills, fuel bills, 
g | got to pay for that; but as soon as a lot of white | 
rT, people come into the country, well put it this way, 
11 | now he says that's the same thing only they come with | 
12 | hunting. You can't do fishing without licence, you 
| can't do nothing without a licence. I guess the white 


14 | people doesn't see it that way, maybe that's why they 
want the highway just as far as Wrigley. 
16 | That is why he's against the 


17 | pipeline and the highway, and he likes the way we're 


13 | living off the’ land. That is why he likes to see the 
19 | land claim settled before anything is done. That's | 
20 | all he has in mind to say now. If he thinks of anything| 








Y 
1 || @lse well he might speak up again. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


| 

= very much, Mr. Hardisty. 
| 
| (WITNESS ASIDE) 


es ie ARCHIE WILLIAMS, sworn: / 





THE INTERPRETER: Thank you, 
Mr. Berger. Glad to see you and I'd like to ask you or 


29 | speak to you about a few things. 





0 | . He says all about this pipeline, 
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he says all ‘over the Territory, he says » everybody ‘is 
talking ‘about it and all the Dene people are against it, 
and that's right, he says we dorlt want it. He says if 
the pipeline is “put through, if something happens to 

it he says all the big rivers and big creeks run into 
the Mackenzie, wéll that's where everything 1s going to 
go. He says*all' the fish, if that happens he says all 
the fish and ducks” and waterfowl, they'll'all be killed 
Orr: 

: Starting onthe pipeline, 
that's where quite a few Dene people is going to work 
on’ it? but after it's finished, well I guess there will 
be nothing left for the Dene people. He says he went 
to the meeting in Fort Liard, he says some og the 
people were talking there, they were talking about the 
Pointed Mountain Pipeline. When they start he says 
quite a few people were working on it, but after po 
finished, nothing, Like the Pointed Mountain, that's 
the only time that a lot of people, our’ Dene people 
were working on that pipeline is when it started, but 
after it was finished well they were out of work, I 
guess that's the same thing that's going to happen this 


way. That is why they want to put the pipeline in, 


but we are against it because we're not going to benefit 


out of it. When it start / I guess a lot of the boys 
around here will be working on it, but after it's 
finished I guess that's gone. No more work. 

He says there is our land, 
and a lot of roads all over the place. If you think 


that's bad enough, I guess the same thing is going to 
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a happen if the pipeline comes through. He says he's 

a against that, if the pipeline does come through, he 

3} says he's against the pumping station at River Between 

4 Two Mountains, he doesn't want it there, 

> | He says like Good Hope way down | 
6 that way, and Franklin, and Norman, they're against the | 
7 pipeline, so are we, as well as the highway. He says 





8 | he was at the meeting about this highway this spring 
97 about this 12 mile out here. He says at the meeting | 
10 it was suggested that Wrigley people will get a contract 
ie to do it. They had a meeting and it was suggested, and 


12) they heard that the highway is just going to go as 














13] far as Wrigley. He says why don't they stop it at 

i| 
14 | River Between Two Mountains? What Henry and Gabe are 
a saying about if the road does come to here, well what 
16) happen in Simpson, the same thing is going to happen 
17 here. ) | 
val Yes, that's all he has to say | 
19 | for now. He might say something later on. | 
20 (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
21 | 
oa CHIEF HENRY HARDISTY,resumed: | 
23 THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, I | 
24) understand that Minister of Indian Affairs made the 
a2) Statement onthe radio this morning concerning our 
26 Dene nation, proposal of our Dene nation, and the | 
<7 declaration. That, I feel strongly that it is important) 


to us Dene in the Northwest Territories that our regional 


representative, Chief Jim Antoine and I and a number of 


other people had listened to it over in my house, and 
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1! it was recorded that I strongly feel that tonight we 














2 response to it,so we have written a number of things and | 
, I would like to ie ee Jim Antoine to come up and 
4) read it. 
5 | (WITNESS ASIDE) : | 
6 | i 
7 | CHIEF JIM ANTOINE, resumed: : 
3. THE WITNESS: Thank you, Chief | 
9 Henry Hardisty, for giving me some time to comment | 
10 | on the statement of the Minister this morning. First | 
ie of all, I'd like to -- if it hasn't been done I'd like | 
12 to enter as an exhibit the Dene Declaration of Independ- | 
13) ence. I dnn't have the copy eh me, but can -- is it | 
14] possible to get it later on? I'm sure you're all aware | 
15) of it, and secondly, I wonder if I could exhibit -- enter 
16 as an exhibit the recording of the Minister's speech thig 
17 afternoon as an example of what we've been talking in | 
13 Simpson and also what's been mentioned here of how the | 
19) government sees the Dene people. So the recording is | 
20 here, I wonder if -- should we listen to it, or should | 
20 I just go into my statement? © | 
Ze THE COMMISSIONER: Why don't 
2p you read your statement and -- well, you could play it | 
24] if you like. I'll leave it up to you. If you want to 


25/| play the recording, that's fine with me; but if you 
a " want to just make the statement that's written out, 
271 that's all right, too. | 
28 || ’ THE WITNESS: The position of | 


“9 || the Government of Canada as stated by the Minister of 
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7 September 10, 1975 on the Dene Declaration is a 











2 | deliberate misreading. He reads it with the premise 

3 | that the Dene Declaration is separatist. That is not 

4 what we mean. The Dene Declaration says a number of 

5, things, but to make it clear, the Dene Declaration says | 

G | how we always have seen ourselves in the past and how 

4 | we see ourselves today. It states what we have in 

2 | the past experienced politically, economically, and 

yy socially in the present system and because these 
4 experiences has not allowed our positive involvement 
11 we are ‘posing alternatives on how we want to be 
12) involved in a positive way, not be separatists, as the 
13| Minister insinuates, 
ia | The Minister regards our plea 
es for our rightful place in the world and self-determina- 
Ys tion as rhetoric. In other words, he's saying the Dene 
17 Declaration is nonsense and unrealistic. Well, to us it’ 
18 is real, a reality. We are Dene, 
19 | ; , Parliamentary changes and 
59 revisions in the Territorial Act is not changed, it is 
2] token Band aid, and as the Minister himself said, 
22 alterations. We are not posing alternatives, not 
23 alteration, Our elders have said time and time again 
74 | that the treaties were signed in good faith as peace 
| treaties. We have not given up our land. We therefore 
mit cannot accept compensation as a just land settlement. 
27} We want to make it clear, our Dene Declaration 
2¢ | is an alternative for us Dene. to continue to live as a 
29 || people and as a nation. 
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That is the statement. Mussi. 
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Chief J. Antoine 
Mrs. C. Sale 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
chief. The Dene Declaration, the secretary will be 
responsible for securing a copy and it will be marked 
as an exhibit. The secretary also will be responsible 
for securing a copy of the Minister's statement. It 
will be marked, and Chief Antoine's statement will be 
marked as an exhibit too, 

(DENE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE MARKED EXHIBIT 
C-207) 
(MINISTER'S SPEECH, SEPT. 10, 1975 MARKED EXHIBIT 


C-208) 


(STATEMENT BY CHIEF J. ANTOINE MARKED EXHIBIT, C-209) 


THE WITNESS: That is all I 
have to say, so thank you. Mussi. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
chief. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, anyone 


.. who wishes to speak should feel free to step forward 


and say -- you should feel frea to say what you wish. 


Could we have the lady's name pleases 


MRS. CECILIA SALE, sworn: 

BETTY MENICOCHE,reads brief 

MISS MENICOCHE: It's Cecilia 
Sale. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And you're 
going to read the statement that the witness -- 

MISS MENICOCHE: It's hers. I 
just translate it. 


_ THE COMMISSIONER: I see. Well 


go ahead then. 
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THE INTERPRETER: It is hard for 





2! me to talk among a lot of people. It is like me becoming 
3 stupid, not smart.‘ Here in my house there is no one 
4|| to talk on our behalf so what I have to say for my house 


5 it is as is and correct for me to talk. Back in the old 





6 || days of the past, that summer of the signing of the 
7 treaty, the summer money was first given us, I married 
g | the summer before and the next year after the spring 


9 breakup my son was born. 2% months after that they 





10 Said, "Let the people receive money." 


id 


Vy . My son that was born got $5, 





12 I got money too, and his father too. After that they 


165) said, "The land is all yours and you can do all that 





14 you want on it. All the animals from which you make a 
es living, you can do what you want with it." 

16 | So they said, "Yes" and "thank 
i” you." 

18 | Move here, they ask people for 





19 five years, so we moved and they said"It will be really 
20 good for you. The land is dry and high, and it will be 
a4, good, and the old place is not good to live." 

22 Five years they asked us to 


a) move. Then they kept repeating, "Meeting, meeting." As 
| 
| 





24 the result d going to meeting, waiting for meetings, 
25 people left their dogs, letting them go for fear of 
26 | ‘missing a meeting. Dogs are used to go to fish nets, 
27|| fishing at distant places, SO we looked after our 


” dogs well. So now there is no food for our mouth and 
| ie 
| the dogs because we are too busy waiting on meetings; 


people waiting for meetings left all the ways of making 


| if 
7 - a isc) 


7 | 
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a living,snaring, fishing and trapping and hunting. 
Trapping too is left alone because there may be a 
meeting. They done t want to set traps because they 
fear missing a meeting, waiting for meeting so we end 


up doing nothing, not trying to earn a living from th 





land. So we are hungry and thin, 
One wants to eat but worried 
about going to meating, so one doesn't cook, What is 


there to cook when no one has hunted or fished? Cai, 





go to the store and buy food either because there is 
no money tor tha, Old Age Pension cheque, the old 
people pay the bills and what little is left they, buy 
food to eat. This is why the old women are a little mre 
fat than others. If there are skinny old women, it 


is because they are ill, Again,making bosses, making 


Chiefs, making bosses, How many has been made, making 








boss, one that is boss over us? Young ones are taught 
18 the white way and they are good for writing what the 
19 old people say. Old men and women with old ways should 
0 have young people write it down for them, It is one 
2) like that who wrote this for me. Is it right for you 
ele or is it not right for you? You can ask me,is it 

33 not the right thing to do? 

24 After the treaty there was a 
25 feast and drum dance. That same summer people became 
26{| ill with colds and died. By the fall time there were 
my very few people left, and people regretted loss of 

28 | family and relatives. People who remember is me, 


Jessie, Marie, Philliv Moses and wife, and old Yendo 


30} and wife, and Jean Boots. Yendo was speaking and 
f 
| 
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signed for us. Yendo was made the first boss, chief, 





’ 

2 | with the signing of the treaty and Liza, his wife, was 
7 made the chief's wate, This story is what I know. 

1| Pipeline to be laid, it was 

5 not known about in those days. Today that we are meetin: 
| about the pipeline, that pipeline shouldn't be built. 

7; They keep us well, but that pipeline which we don't 











8 know shauldn't be here because now I am alive, and if 

9 | they put a pipeline, it may be the end of me. The 
aes || Pipeline is dangerous. I might mistake the buried pipe | 
| for, 4 log with earth over it and then chop at it and it 
12 | might explode in my face. I do not understand the: ways 
a of the white, so I don't understand the pipe. 
14) Even my boys here in my house | 
V5 working with chain saw cutting wood outside frightens 
16 | me. I scream and tell them to leave it alone, it might 
17 | explode. 
rt Myself, I have three sons, 
19 Two are working. One is down river to pick up some 
20 people, and one daughter, who is now washing my | 
24 ceiling. So this meeting there is not going to be many | 
i from my house who is going to it. So this is my story 
3 and what I have to say. 
24} Women give birth to men, What 
ae | I have said I want it to be heard and it is good. So 
FE whatever a women says is not for bad reasons but to | 
| ensure that it is good for our survival in the future, | 
| Even you would not.be here and alive today if it was 
29 not for a woman, 
30 | (APPLAUSE) Then it is signed. 


| y 
7° yin: 
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Mrs. C. Sale 














A; ROOt 
; THE COMMISSIONER: I appreciated 
2 | hearing your statement. 
3 | - MISS MENICOCHE: She says now 
sj she can go home and eat. 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: Can her 
6 | statement be marked then? 
7| (SUBMISSION BY CECILIA SALE MARKED EXHIBIT C-210) 
g | + INTERPRETER HARDISTY: She's 
9 saying take good care of that statement there. If it 
10 | wasn't for me and your mother, you know, you wouldn't 
me be here and talking to each other. 
| THE COMMISSIONER: I won't 
13 | forget that. | 
144) (WITNESS ASIDE) 
15 | 
Me | CHIEF HARDISTY: What 
ill I just said is you are here to listen to them so I 
Al try to encourage them to speak, 
ol THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 
ah | The witness' nee 
y THE INTERPRETER: This is Andrew. 
Root. 
ne 
23 
ail ANDREW ROOT ,Sworn: 
as! THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead, 
a 
er eh ar 
| 
bi THE INTERPRETER: He's very 
ag pleased to hear what the Chief and the Council had to 
a | say, and he says Ae really appreciated what they said. 
4 He had his mind on it and he's very glad to hear them 
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Aw: Root 


mention it. He says it's not only for now but he 
Says in the future years, that's what we're here -- 
that's what they were talking about and what they said 
he says he's pretty thankful about it. 

He says the young boys and 
girls growing up and what the Chief and Councillors 
were saying, they were thinking about the future for 
those little children. 

He says what the Chief and 
the Councillors said I guess is all recorded and I 
guess tiie Minister or Ottawa will be seeing it, and 
he said he hopes they will be thinking about us people 
when they see this. 

He says when he comes to a 
meeting like this we're glad to see each other and we 
thank each other for meeting and we're glad to see 
one another, and that's what we like to see in the 
future, 

He says he's very thankful for | 
being here from the bottom of his heart, and he says 
that’s all he has to say. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank yau very 
muen ; “Mry -Root? *Thank “you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


CHIEF -HARDISTY:’ IT ‘understand 


“that we have some of the students that left us a few 


weeks ago to go to school in Simpson. They come back 
to this hearing, they have written a statement and 
they would like to present it to you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 
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Miss Violet Hardist~’ 











1) CHIEF HARDISTY: Could one of 

,| you girls come up? 

3| | THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe we 

4 could take a five-minute break and they could come up 

5 | together after that, would that be all right, do you 

6 | think? 

5 CHIEF) HARDESTY: Yes ,; QO. Ké% 

8 | THE COMMISSIONER: We'll stop for 
9 five minutes and maybe the students would like to come 

10 up here while we're stopped and then we'll start again 
| in about five minutes. So we'll just take a little 

12 break now for about five minutes. 

| (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 

14 | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

a THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 

16 | gentlemen, we'll come to order again, and I understand 

TF some of the students who have come home from Fort 

18 Simpson are ready with their statement. So would you 

i Sswear:in the first witness, please? 

20 | | 
ain MISS VIOLET HARDISTY, sworn: 
22 THE WITNESS: My name is Violet 
| Hardisty. I live here in Fort Wrigley, and I've stayed 
a here for at least 15 years, 

sal THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 

26 | Maybe you'd just go a little bit slower and maybe it 

27 | we all just try to listen then I'll be able to hear 

well and so will you. . So you just go ahead. 

20 THE WITNESS: My name is Viole: 





30 || Hardisty. I live here.in Fort Wrigley, and I've stayed 
| 
| 
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‘putting a pipeline through; but that's not what we Dene 


Miss V. Hardisty 


here for at least 15 years. I am going to school in 
Fort Simpson, and I come home here to Fort Wrigley to 
make a speech about the pipeline. I don't like the 
idea because it can cause a lot of trouble, like a for- 
est fire, and what if it explode, what would happen then? 
Beside, the animal mean a lot 
to the Dene people. Why is it important? For the fur 
and -- beside, the animal mean a lot to the Dene people. 


Why is it important? For the furs and meat. 


I think the Dene people should | 
own their land because they live on it longer than the 
white. How would the whites like it if the Dene people 
boss them around? E don't think they'd like it, and 
that's the way it is with the Dene people. Besides, 
why do the whites boss the Dene people around and want 
to build pipeline and highway on their land? 

In the first place, why did the 
whites come -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Can you just 


slow. down a little bit? Carry on, I'm listening, but -- 


THE WITNESS : Why did the white 


come down to the Dene people's land and try to take over? 


j 
( 


Like they think they can do anything with it, like 
people think. I think the Dene people should do what 
they want with their land, not the whites telling them 
what to do with it. Beside, even if they put the pipe- 


line through, what would the Dene people ct out of it? 
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Miss V. Hardisty 
Miss R. Moses 


| Nothing. That's what we Dene people usually get . 
| 
| 








a That's all I have to say. 
3 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
4 very much. We would like to keep your written statement | 
> | and have it marked as an exhibit, if you would let us 
6 | have it. 
ri | (SUBMISSION BY VIOLET HARDISTY MARKED EXHIBIT C-2i11) 
S| (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
9 : THE COMMISSIONER: Would you | 
| swear in the next witness, please? | 
11 | . | 
| | 
12 | MISS RUBY MOSES, sworn: °* | 
: THE WITNESS: My name is Ruby 
Hl 
My Moses. I come from Fort Wrigley. I'm attending school 
| in Fort Simpson and I come here to say something about 





16) the pipeline and highway. 
What I have to say is that I 


18 don't like the idea of putting a pipeline through 


; 
| 





i? Mackenzie Delta, What if there is a bad storm and it hits the 





20 || surface of the ground and the pipeline explodes, it will cause a lot be 
al trouble. Beside, the pipeline means nothing to the Dene| 
2 people. Also we have to settle the land claims and 

ay see who really own the land. The way I see it is that 


4 | the pipeline would destroy a lot of people. And also 





5 | lot of people are suffering from the changes, and the 





6 people that are suffering are the Dene. Another thing, | 
I heard some of the Dene people disapprove of having 
the pipeline. Beside, I heard that the Dene people ) 


\ 
| complain about why the white people tell the Dene to do 
| this and that. 

| 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 
Miss R. Moses 
P., Moses 
l Another thing I have in mind is 
3 why there have to be a highway, because it will cause 
more trouble for the Dene people and their traps on 
4 their land. Think about that. That's all I have to say. 
5 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you ver 
| much. We would like to have your statement to be marked 
7 as an exhibit after it's been translated. 
3. (SUBMISSION BY RUBY MOSES MARKED EXHIBIT C=-212) 
a THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
a again, 
7 ; (WITNESS ASIDE) 
a THE INTERPRETER: Phillip, Moses 
=“ say he wants to make a little speech. 
14 | 
- PHILLIP MOSES, sworn: 
cat THE INTERPRETER: He says he 
17 didn't have any children when the money for the treaty 
18 was paid out arid he says he had a father, but he said 
19 || his father never brought him up. His father died of 
20 starvation, and he says he's never been brought up with 
54, ration or assistance, 
ae. He says they were doing pretty 
or good in hunting and trapping since he was old enough, 
24 | but he says this old guy that paid out treaty, he says 
36 for him to think about it now he gave us all promises, 
= you know, but they were all lies. 
He says his step-father was 
28 | the head man, and his old man refused, told the people 
29 | not to take the money, but eventually they took it and 
| 


I guess the bishop or somebody and inspector wiu: e¢ 
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P. Moses 


treaty party. He says the old man put up a good defence 


for his people, you know, not to take the money, but 
promises were Sey to the old man that they will get 
a boatload of food every summer and the old man says 
it wasn't particular to take his word, but they kept 
after him, you know, but I don't know who the treaty 
party -- I guess it was Conroy or somebody, what the 
Old man is saying now is that promises were made that 
they would be getting a boatload of food every suiner, 
and as long as the sun rises and sets in the west and 
as iG as the river doesn't flow backwards well -- 
well, what is a promise, he says. 

He says that all the head men, 
they give him metal, you know, and they keep that metal 
and the head man that gets that metal., well anything 
he orders, well he's supposed to get it; and as long as 
that metal is there well-- until the end of the world, 
that's the end of it, you know. 

He says that they were talking 
something or other about reserve but the old man, he 
says the old man won't take the money, but promise was 
Made right away, "You can live on the land, hunt on it 
ana stish ono it." 

But now, he says, we hear that 
the Dene people, the whites they want to put them on re- 
serves. He says beside that, he says you can do 


whatever you like, fishing and hunting, and he says 


nobody is going to bother you about it. The old man, he 


says his old step-father took the money but everything 


is changed now, he says. 
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P., Moses 
Miss M,. Nayally 


He says Ido as much as I can 
on the Old Age Pension from the government but he says 
he doesn't like paying light bills out of that. 

He thinks he should get his light bills free. After all, 
he says oil companies destroyed our land already, he 
says, they are Sibaucdg te paevarorvueuretigheepidis, for 
destroying our land. 

CHIEF HARDISTY : .Mric Berger; 
what I asked him like, he said this is all he has for 
on his statement , but what I asked him is what he 
thinks about the pipeline. 

THE INTHRPRETER: He says he doesn't want to see 
no pipeline. It will destroy a lot of things. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
you very much, Mr. Moses, 

THE INTERPRETER: He says one 
thing he doesn't like is paying his light bie out of 
his Old Age Pension cheque because he doesn't think 
thats rione. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MISS MARTHA NAYALLY, Sworn: 
THE WITNESS: My name is Martha 
Nayally, and I am going to school in Fort Simpson, I am 


here to talk about what I think about the pipeline and 


highway. What I think about the pipeline and highway 


is that it will destroy the land and animals. What will 
happen to the land-if anything happens to the pipeline? 
Most people don't understand really what will happen 


to their land if the pipeline and the highway comes 
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Miss M,. Nayally 
Miss G,. Nayally 


through. They only know that the pipe will bring gas 
to the south. The pipeline means nothing to the Dene 
people but it heat’ a lot to the government and the white 
people. They have to settle our land claims to see who 
really owns the land, and the way I see it is that the 
Pipeline and the highway will disturb our people. 

I also think that a lot of 
people are suffering from the changes, and the people | 
that are suffering are the Dene people. If the Sisenive | 
and the highway does come through here, the white people | 
might ere over Wrigley just like other places and I'm 


sure that the people wouldn't want that to happen, 


Besides, why do white people 
want to take over the Dene people's land? They only 
want to get their jobs and money and go back to the 
south. The pipeline companies only think about them- 
selves and the white people. They don't care what 
will happen to the Dene people of the north. 

That's all I have to say about 


the pipeline. | 





THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, We would like to keep your statement and have 
it marked as an exhibit, if we may. 

(SUBMISSION BY MARTHA NAYALLY MARKED EXHIBIT C=-213) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MISS GRACE NAYALLY, Sworn: 
THE WITNESS: My name is Grace 
Nayally. I have been living here in Wrigley for the 


past 14 years. I am now. going to school in Fort Simpson, 


esiutv ef: fie RTE NEES 5 
orw ape oF etttal > tek cub! efs2en OF: | 
eid Bers cia t gee Tiyan eile Sn (bam erty sie 
) siqos@iavc dreeesb: vee yawrized odd bre sntlegte 4 
3090! 6 ged Anidg oela I aid cede vy Deen im 

‘ 

e 











—— alqoeq sot-bes ,2ognsdo ef? mox? pnise¥ive exe eiqoeg 

-enifsqiq efz 110 . slope eaeG ort #24: privelior ors sadly 
elgoeq etinw ory , exer mpvoria anos eyo iat toad ont bre | 4] 
| m'T bas eeoslg torte omit Jats Yel pixwsedeletes: tipin jf! 
prasgqed of tett tmew d abluow eleese ede send save PEL 
Ssiqeeq et in) oh “ykw (debiges intogiy one imme 
ulno yoruT Fhoel a efqost ened afd reve eked of! gnaw LPF 
ei? oF Josd op Bre venom Sne.edot <tephiteood dime a 
“fort ¢coods Antdd ylao eekasqnon entiaqia eT ',AspoR | of 
Yoriw pseo 2’ nob vad? -elqouc eyidw sit bow eevfea © | vf 
f2ien ay 30 sigosg sret sit oF neaqed Iitw a2! 


feode yor og ewar 1 Ifn. e' shat ¥ Pes , of 
~oniieqiq eft | 6S 
soy Suede ;AAvOTeeIMMED ar pic 


oval bas Jnanetste wo qdet od edt! bluow ow «foum YIov és 


«Yam ow 2 ,.dididxe as es bexism si ¢¢ 
| f££865 TIBINXT GAIAM VACAYAM ANTAAM: mena... RS 


dabei esi t ie peat o 400 Ga! Geen ees 






Fn, SAN Gants ee Vie ee es | i 
. a ee oat , sean eal: he 





rot 30. teh akira ry a am 
rained enetoehel vintage patch aa: 










AL LWEST REPORTING Lv). 


BURNABY 2, B.C. 





a) 
[ony 





bt 
WO 











Miss G. Nayally 
Miss B. Moses 


I have come down here to say a few words about the 


2821 


pipeline and the people. Ever since the whites start coming 


into the north, the Dene culture has changed a lot. 


Dene people start going out hunting, they hardly go out 


hunting any more since the white came around and set 


| 
| 
| 


up camp and so on. The noise scare away the wild animals 


I also don't like a pipeline. Dene will get nothng out 


of it. Beside, the pipeline isn't needed right away. 
That's all I have to say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much, We'd like to have your statement too, if we 


May, after it has been translated. 


. 


(SUBMISSION BY GRACE NAYALLY MARKED EXHIBIT C~-214) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MISS BERNICE MOSES, sworn: 


THE WITNESS: My name is Bernice 


Moses, I am going to school in Fort Simpson. I would 


like to say about the pipeline and the highway, Mr. 


Berger. I am just like the other Dene people. I don't 


want the pipeline -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me. 
Just slow down a bit and just move a little closer to 
that microphone. Do you mind starting again? I just 


didn't quite hear you. Forgive me. 


THE WITNESS: My name is Bernice 


Moses. I am going to school in Fort Simpson, I would 


like to say about the pipeline and the highway, Mr. 


Berger. I am just like the other Dene people. I don't 


want the pipeline to go through because it will surely 


destroy things like land that my people depend on. 
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Miss B,. Moses 
Miss P, Nahanni 


The highway will only mean 
development in Wrigley. I'm sure my people don't like 
the idea of the highway. These two, the pipeline and 
highway,are sure to destroy the old ways of life. 

Mr. Berger, I sure hope you 
and other pipeline people in this room will try and 
understand my people and myself. That's all I have to 
Say about the pipeline. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
That statement will be marked as an exhibit, too. 


(SUBMISSION BY BERNICE MOSES MARKED EXHIBIT C-215) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MISS PHOEBE NAHANNI, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: The map you see 
on the wall is a scale of one inch to four miles. It 
represents 11 trappers from Fort Wrigley. “It shows the 
routes that they trauveticu, cue fur-bearing animals 
they trapped and the large mammals that they hunted, 
It shows the permanent and the temporary camps. I aah 
get up and show the locations in a few minutes. 

Rufus Moses did the research 
here in Wrigley, and he correlated that map there. He 
interviewed 20 men but 11 men was the 30% sample for 


Wrigley, and so in regards to that the maps, the map is 


incomplete. It doesn't show a lot of the traplines 


branching out from the main travel routes and trapline 
routes. 


Wrigley is right here and 


} 
the River Between Two Mountains, the camp where the vendi 
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Miss P, Nahanni 


Boys -- Brothers have their permanent camp. Simpson is 
over here. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: What do the | 
red marks represent? | 

A The red marks have a | 
code written on them and the solid circles are the perman- 
ent sites where people live. The brackets around these | 


codes indicate that it used to be used but not any more. 


The triangles, the open triangles show the temporary 


camps, in other words people camp in tents or camp 
outdoors. The solid triangles show that it's still 


being used, and the letters indicate the fur-bearing 





animals and the large mammals. There are different 
codes here, all circles. The smallest circle represents 
25% or less, which would be about two or less, two or 
one people travelling on the smaller circle. On the 
circles that are chained, it shows ietuenn: 26 to 50%, 
which would be about two to six people; and the circles | 
with the lines running through them show 50% or more, oa 
six to 11 men use it. It indicates the routes that | 
are used the most, put it doesn't show when they use it. | 
So this map is incomplete. It doesn't show when; it | 
represents only living people and people who live today, | 


and it shows the history of where they travelled. Rufus 


would be in more of a position orthe chief would be in 


more of a position to say how many people still trap in 


this community. 
Towards this side is the 
Mackenzie Mountains, Wrigley being here. Well, there's 


a chain of mountains here, and then there's the gradual 
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Miss P. Nahanni 
Po  HoLresay 


-~ the hills and then eventually the mountains. This is 


Keller Lake. This is the Great Bear Lake, and Fort 
Franklin, Fort Norman, Norman Wells, and this is the 
Keel River, this is the Redstone, this is the North 
Nahanni, and like I said before this is the River 
Between Two Mountains. This represents the new site 
Of Wrigley. I think that's about it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Could we have 


e 


this gentleman's name first, please? 


THE INTERPRETER: Frank Horesay. 


THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 


FRANK HORESAY , sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: They are 
talking about the pipeline here but he eave he doesn't 
care much about it. He says he doesn't like 

to see it running across the Mackenzie River. 

He says running it in the 
valley he says I don't think much damage will come to 
it, but he says to cross the Mackenzie River, he says 
it's pretty risky. He says there's nothing going to 
get into the pipeline running on the mainland, but he 


says crossing the Mackenzie River he says the breakup 


of ice, he says I don't think the metal is going to 


hold that ice back, it gets pretty rough sometimes, 
He says this Mackenzie River 
ice, he says there's hardly anything to stop it from 


moving. He says that's ‘what we should all think about. 
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F. Hardisty 


If that thing breaks, well the Mackenzie River is going 
to be full of gas or oil. He says putting it down in 
the valley there's nothing to push it around; but to 
cross the Mackenzie River well he said it's pretty 
risky. The Mackenzie River ice when it starts moving 
full force he says it's got a lot of force. 


He says that's what you should | 


think about, you know, about a pipeline, he says putting | 


it across -- putting it on the mainland there is dake D 
to push ee around but he says to cross at the river he | 
says it's prettyrisky, that's what the people should | 
think about. : 

He says the Mackenzie River, | 
when it starts pushing, it piles up, it piles up, and he) 
says a lot of people see that. He says that pipe 
wouldn't hold that ice up. He says it's going to break 
anyway. He says it's very risky to put it across the 
Mackenzie River because he says when the ice goes full 
force well it piles up 20 feet, 15 feet, and how do 
you think about this? If it's going to break the 
pipeline it's going to break it anyway. That's what 
we should think about. To put it on the mainland, he 
says there's nothing there to push it around. 

That's all I have to say about 


-- that's what I have in mind is to put it across the 


| 
“yiver, well there's a lot of force behind that ice and | 
| 


when the ice runs well he says it's pretty risky. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
you, that's an important pO ne 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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S. Horesay 


1| SARAH HORESAY, sworn: 


\j 
| 
2 | THE WITNESS: I'm Sarah Horesay 
| | 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe you'd 


| 
| 
3 | from Fort Wrigley. I have been there around -- 
yust start over again and maybe we could just concentrate 
| 


on what this witness is saying. Go ahead. 


"| THE WITNESS: I'm Sarah Horesay 
7 from Fort Wrigley. I have been around there for about 4- 
2 | THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, | 
10 just go a little closer. We've got a lot of time so 


11 you just take it easy and we'll get along. 

ee THE WITNESS: 0.K. I've been 
13, around and seen things that I don't approve of, 
14 | like the pipeline and the highway going through. I am 
15 myself a non-student, but I learn about the old tradi- 
16 tional ways of my people. I see and listen that my 


ae people disapprove of things that the white people are 











18 | doing to our land, I hear on the radio from each 

19} community hearings the crying of the Dene people -- / 
20 | THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, | 
21 I'm awfully sorry, it's my fault but my ears must be 


22|/| going bad, I'm just not getting this. Speak a little 





23 louder and we're all friends here so it doesn't -- 
24 || THE WITNESS: I hear on the 
H | 
25 | radio from each community hearing the crying of the | 
26 | Dene people saying they don't want no pipeline. Mr. 
27 | Berger, I wish you would listen to the Dene people, my 
28 | people, right now. ~-Mr. Berger, you have looked outside 
23 | this afternoon and you have seen the leaves are falling, 
| 





it's so beautiful and so peaceful, all the nature and 
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Miss S,. Horesay ) 
E. Hardisty y / 


things. I bet after five years to ten years time it | 
wouldn't be so beautiful outside, so peaceful, 

Mr. Berger, so once again listen 
to my people and the point of view that my people and | 
myself don't want the pipeline or the highway to go, 


through. 


i 


That's all I have to say, thank | 
you, | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. We would like to have your statement marked 


as an exhibit too. Thank you very much, 


(SUBMISSION BY SARAH HORESAY MARKED EXHIBIT C-216) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


EDWARD HARDISTY, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, my | 
name is Ed Hardisty. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes sir. 

THE WITNESS: I am ywery 
well pleased with the students putting up their state- | 
ment and I hope you realize and think about us Dene | 
people. For myself, the pipeline, well what we're | 
going to benefit out of it? We heard time and again but 
just to get my point, what benefit are we going to get | 
OuUL Of 1? | 


The jobs that the Dene people 


are going to get are just axe and shovel, and I think nde] 


QO Axe? 
A Axe and shovel. ) 
iQ Clearing? | 
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E. Hardisty 


A Well, just to tell you -- 


Q You go ahead, don't let 
me interrupt. 

A -- like in the old days 
you know, that's what -- one time I went to Simpson and 


I asked for a job, and they said, "You got a saw and 


hammer?" 

I said, "Yes." But I never got 
that, jobs 

That's the same thing that's 
going to happen to our nation, When I educated , [I went 


to school Hay River and I went to Grade 6, and now my 
people are crying out they don't want this, they don't 
want that until the land settlement is worked out, to 
the satisfaction of our people, the way we want it and 
the way we see it. 

The Minister was saying -- [ 
didn't hear him on the radio but I've been the chief for 
quite a while and the first thing that I did was I 
asked old Chief Yendo if there was anything said about 
land. 

He said, "No," 

I asked him three times, with 
the same answer, 


But the Minister said we gave 


our land away, which I think is not true. I think 


by rights I think our people still own the land, and 
like I say, I'm very impressed with the students reading 
out their statement, and I was wondering how many other 


places students came up'‘to you and spoke to you and 
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E. Hardisty 


wrote out a statement. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Quite a few. 

THE WITNESS: To explain this, 
I think the Minister is barking up the wrong tree. The 
Indians never gave up their land. Like owning a dog, 
eh, you train a dog, you speak to him well, you nee 
even a dog can understand his master. 

The same thing, you know, the 
Minister, that's what he thinks or that's the way he 
acts, you know. It comes in one ear and then out the 
other. He turns around and he is still saying we gave 


up our land, which we didn't. 


Another thing, what the Indians 


are going to benefit out of the highway? We don't want 


no trucks, we don't want nothing. Just like Henry 
was mentioning a while ago, all the money that the 
people make goes to booze, eh. It's pretty hard to 
conquer that bottle. I mean people don't have to 
take it if they don't want to, but it's just a bad 
Haw tr. 

Another thing I'd like to say 
about the land is I don't want to see no pipeline, no 
big development until the land claim is settled. I 


work with the Indian Brotherhood, The Indian Brother- 


hood means me, our people, not our office in Yellowknife, 


I was in Liard last winter 
and I asked a few people how many people are working 
on the highway -- Pointed Mountain Pipeline. Only two, 
I think they said. Well, there's a lot of people 


there, about 400, over 400. 
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7 Q You mean at Liard? 
2 | A Yeah. It bothers my 
3 head , you know. I've got six boys over there, six 
| or seven. What they're going to benefit out of that 
5 pipeline if it goes through? 
6 | Education , I think they should be taught, 
7 like Henry was saying, more about bush life, trapping 
3 | and how to survive in the bush. I had my 15-year-old 
i boy, George, going to school last winter. He got kicked | 
10 | out twice so it makes you wonder, why go back? So I 
LL put Bin aake the bush, I told him to take the teacher 
12])| out this spring, but he won't. 
13 | Q Sorry, I missed that, 
14 | A I told my boy, Georce, 
£54 to take the teacher out in the bush and take one week's 
tel supply each and see who comes back. George will get 
W7 back, but not the teacher. That's how smart I teach 





ia him. I send him out, I send him out. 
Ay Lotrof children, you know, 
20 they get confused about schooling. Henry mentioned 


ak here, I think, that's pretty straight, get a teacher 


ZZ either teach them out here what's been done and go 

23 | around with the people and go back and then teach the 

24 | children. You can't teach a northern child to a south- 
25|| ern ways, eh. Bigdifference. 

26 | , That's what I was thinking 

27 about, you know, but especially boys, you know, they 


28 | want to get out and see what they can do in the bush, 


2p you know; and for the girls, well, tan moose hide and 





30/ all this sort of stuff, you know. You don't ‘see any of 
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| that now -- only old ladies, you know. 

es Q Tanning moose hide? 

3 | A Yes. Not only for the 

4 | boys but girls too, you know, they should be taught how 

5 | to tan moose hide or sew moccasins. 

6 I give somebody else a chance 

i to talk, otherwise I would be talking here till sunrise. 

8 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I'd : 
9 be willing to listen until sunrise, Thank vou very much. | 

| 

| (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
11 THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe we will} 
12 | just take a 5 minute break and those of you who want to | 
4 speak can maybe collect your thoughts and think about | 
14 what you are going to say. 

15 | CHIEF HARDISTY: Can we just 

ie hang on for a while? | 

| THE COMMISSIONER: Well we need 
17 CO. change .ay cane: 
CHIEF HARDISTY: Well she can 

18 change it. 
19 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FEW MINUTES) | 
20 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) | 
22 CHIEF HARDISTY: What I just | 
22 said was this, that I asked the people if they want to | 
23 continue tomorrow and they agreed, as I realized that | 
4 most of the people have went home and I state to you 
251 or Michael before, that the people here are not used | 
26 | to, eSpecially the older people, they're not used to | 
. staying up that long. 
=| : THE COMMISSIONER: Neither am I, 
29 CHIEF HARDISTY: So -- 





beh ‘ THE COMMISSIONER: That's all 
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Fight. 
CHIEF HARDISTY: So maybe we can 
continue tomorrow and maybe we'll get more delegates come 


up and speak, 


THE: GCOMMISSTONER: Well, 
I take it you're all agreed that you would like to con- 
tinue tomorrow, so we'll come back here at two o'clock 
tomorrow afternoon and hear from those of you who still 


wish to say something at the hearing. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO SEPTEMBER 11,1975): | 
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participants, accompanied by Chief Hardisty and Chief 


BURNABY 2, B.C. 


Father Lousson 


Wrigley, N.W.T. 
September 11, 1975 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 
gentlemen, I think we'll call the meeting to order. Just | 
give everybody a chance to take a chair. 

I think Chief Hardisty is 
going to be the interpreter tonight but I'd like to just 
start, chief, by explaining for the record where we 


went today. The Inquiry and representatives of the 


Antoine, paid a visit to the Yendi Brothers camp at the 
River Between Two Mountains, and the Boots Brothers 
camp at Willow Lake River. We also visited Hire North 
Camp No. 1 and examined the 17 miles of construction 
that Hire North has undertaken on the Mackenzie Highway, 
and visited two borrow locations as well. ‘That's why 
we're late. fh Naes oreee for not being able to begin 
at two this afternoon as we had intended. 

Anyone who wishes to speak 
tonight may now do so, 


(CHIEF HENRY HARDISTY ACTS AS INTERPRETER) 


FATHER LOUSSON, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: BMpa eb st 5 a 
want to talk because yesterday speaker after speaker 
told the man about the pipeline and the highway, and 
I' thought that my word would be not too necessary . 
But today visiting the people, they call on me, they 


wanted to know what I thought about it, two, three cases 
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Father Lousson 


at pleast. -So-d-am, cornered: and I'm obliged to talk. 

My name is Father Lousson, and 
I have been in the north for 29 years, and I have been 
an average of seven years in the settlements in this area, 
that is Simpson, seven years average, you know, Simpson, 
Providence, Hay River, Liard, and I have visited Wrigley 
Erom,. 635 €0r71.69', 

First my position is very clear. 
Of course I adopt the position of the Bishops of Canada | 
100%. About ten days ago the Bishops of Canada, 79 of 


e 


them, there were 79 of them in 1974, wrote a statement 
about the development of the north. I Pees it three | 
times and they are very clear about three points that 
are related to the native population, 

The first one is this. A 
land claim settlement should take place before any major 
development in the north. 


THE INTERPRETER: Could you hang 


on, father? Okay. 


THE WITNESS: The second 
point is that the native people should be consulted 
before any major development take place, 

Second point of the bishops is 
that the native people should be consulted before any 
development take place. 

The third ‘point is’ that’ the 
natives should be involved in such development to avoid 
that they be crushed by development. 

There are of course many other 


points, but these are the main ones, you know, that are 
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Father Lousson 


directly concerning the native people. 

I didn't have to wait for the 
statement of the bishops to have my Own Opinion about it. 
T got it =tLong “ago. I didn't have to wait for the bish- 
Ops tO Make tup my mina -about’ it. 2 I’’qot “it long acco, 
that is I knew what the bishops should say before they 
talk, you know. Well no, not exactly, but -- 

This is because I think that 

I have been in a good position to know about it, 
being in Hay River, arriving in Hay River in 1952, that 
is five years after the opening of the highway in Hay 
River. At that time the Indian Village of Hay River 
was amounting to about 150, the same as here, according 
to the Father Posset's register. There were at the end 
of '74 152 natives in Wrigley, and 14 white people, 
These of course, the natives include the people of 
the River Between Two Mountains and WEL tee River, but 
not the whites that were working on the road. But they 
include the whites that work on the airport here, and in 
the town here, 14 of them, 

In Hay River it was about exactly | 
the same, 

THE COMMESS TONER + *IN' "527 

ie weno: Shi." o2 yes > | 
just a difference of a few, not much, and I had a chance | 
to7come “back to Nay *River *for-sirxtmonths in’ 70 ,-tn 1970, 
and again for two years, a little over two years in '72, 
and I could see the change, you know. Even from '52 to 
'58, I could see the harm done to the native population. 


From year to year, you know, I have been in Hay River 
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Father Lousson 


'S2eto rss, and adain Six*months in’? 70, ‘and’ again from 

‘72 to '75, which gave me the time to get an overview 

of the changes, orl changes, Even though they nad chances 

get some jobs in the old and new town, they are cer- 

tainly much poorer today than they were in '52. Few 

have been able to adapt to the development, but very 

few. A few are better off, a very few, than they were 

at that time, ‘52. TI INTERPRETER: Could you rephrase that? 
THE ‘WITNESS: Today I said they are poorer, 


most of them, The majority, the greatmajority are poorer 


| 
{ 


today evan they were in '52, poorer, I mean for anything 
-- kickers, boats, and so on. A few have been able to 

be better off because they got skidoos, boats, a few, 
very few, very few. 

From year to year there were 
less people going trapping into the bush or hunting, till 
last year there were about five of them going to trap, 
and most of them, the huge majority were on welfare, 

So they were certainly not ready to development, even 

though development in that area was slow because it was 

only the highway for the fishing, and the white people | 

vou don't have transportation. They were not ready in 

1952 for the development, for the opening of the road, 
what's whyI understood and I fully back 


what Chief Antoine said in Simpson, stating strongly that 


‘they were not ready yet for the pipeline, and I agree 


with him 100%. I am convinced therefore that the pipe- 
line would almost certainly harm a lot a town like 
Simpson, I mean the native population which is the 


majority at Simpson. They will be hurt terribly by the 
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Father Lousson 
1! pipelines, no doubt about it. I believe that the road, 
! 
2 | the opening of the road in this area would hurt a lot 


3 | of the people up here. That's why I didn't say anything, 

















| I heard yesterday speaker after speaker, "We don't want 
7 a pipeline, we don't want the highway yet," so I said, 
6 || "No use for me to talk because I agree with them, you 
7| know," 
3 But certainly the native people 
9 | have to try to be ready for and take part in some 
- development later on when they think they are ready. 
11 | The main way for you certainly to stay together, all 
12 the tribes together, united, for you and your chiefs 
13 | -— they got, good luck, they got a good chief, I 
14) appreciate that chief very much and they are lucky. 
1s | He is not alone. but there is 
1! mot enough of his character qbecause spilak. among 
| 
7 themselves, scattered, well it is hopeless. 
* THE INTERPRETER: Would you go 
19 | over that again? 
20 | THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, maybe 
, you should for me, too, father. Repeat that part, 
ol Zi vou wouldn't ming, 
. THE. WITNESS :« I. said the. chief 
24 | waS very good. 
as | Q Chief Sonfrere? 
= ¢ A Chief Sonfrere, yes, and 
o7| a few others, especially Ted Boggin, but especially 
28 || Chief Sonfrere, who tries to hold the Band together and 
29 | bring the people back on the reserve. I hope he 
x0 | succeeds, 
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Father Lousson 
Ed Nayally 


| 
| But if they don't want to be 
united, well it is hopeless in a place like Hay River, 


3 | hopeless, Therdé is plenty of hope because they are 




















a during the past few years the native people can talk 
5 for themselves, thats why I didn't want to say something too. 
é | Now I said there 

| are people, you know , that can talk among the natives, 
3 they can talk for themselves, be understood. fThat is 
9 why there is plenty of hope for them, 

10 Those are the main things I 

Ah had to eS Mr. Justice Berger. Thank you. 

12) THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 

13] Father Lousson,. 

14) (WITNESS ASIDE) 

15 | 

16 | ED NAYALLY, sworn: 

17 INTERPRETER: My name is Ed 

18 Nayally. I am a Dene. I never was taught in schools or 

19 | the southern way of living life. I was taught by my 

20 | parents to live in the bush. This is why I'd like to 

2al: Say a few words to you. 

Pig He says I remember his father 
23 was a great hunter. There was a lot of animals roam 

24 | in the country where his father hunt, and he remembers. 
“25 They leave in the fall, they leave the settlement, tne}y 
26 | ’ go out in the bush and stayed in the bush all year. 

27 | There's a lot of animals they can hunt and trap, and 

28 | in the summer they.come intosthetsettlement to live 

29 and be among the people for the summertime. They had 
30 | never seen the animal disappearing. There was always 
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E. Nayally 


1 something for them to kill to eat, to live by, and he 


ie) 


says he remembers he used to travel from Fort Norman 
3 | to Blackwater where their camp was. There was a lot of 
4/ animals they can kill on the way back to their camp 


5! during the fall. 








6 Ever since the developer from 
7; south come in in the north,the animals are beginning to 
a decreasing very slowly. He remembers at the beginning 
2 of the southern people coming up into the north, they 
10 | have this so-called game warden. Their livelihood were 

| closed, oe began to protect the animals and the people 


12) had very hard time to live. Not the way they are u 


oe toe lives 











ie This is the way we've been 

15 | twated by the government, and ever since the C.N. opened 
| their line through our land here, the animal beginning 

5 Ug to decrease more, and he says back in those days right 
18 at this settlement there used to be a lot of moose in 

19 this area, They used to hunt by the air strip and 

20 kill animals, and he compares at the present time this 
21 summer they went hunting. They went up 30 miles up the 
22 Redstone River just to kill a caribou and one moose, 


ime: He heard a lot of people say they're opposing the high- 
24)| way and the pipeline because they know what's happening 


25 to them, and I for myself, I know what's happening to 








26) Whe Thats why I myself oppose the highway too, the 


| highway and the pipeline. 
| 
28 | I remember that when they were 
| 
23 talking about highway he thought it was good for him 
| 





then, but today he see what's happening to the Dene 
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E. Nayally 


people in Fort Simpson and at the present time he does 
not like to see the highway end in Wrigley. This is why 
I don't like to see the highway come into Fort Wrigley. 
The pipeline, too. 

He has heard a lot of people 
Saying that if this pipeline is buried in our land, 
they are going to destroy a lot of our land and also 
for all his life he has seen and been in the bush, that 
a lot of the overflow that he has seen, they have 
cracked during the winter, If this ever happens, so 
happened that they have a highway -- I mean a pipeline, 
then if this overflow cracks, I'm sure it will crack 
the pipeline too, and if the oil or gas started floating 
down towards the Mackenzie, it's going to destroy a lot 
of fishes and other wildlife. 

He remembers his father saying t 
that he hunts and the animals, they hear things, if an 
animal approaching or a human being approaching, he's 
referring to the moose, and he also has sense to smell 
what kind of animal is approaching, CY a human being is 
approaching. He compares that his father hunts and he 
gets very close to the animal because he's adapted to 
hunt these animals and he was taught by his father’s 
father, and he gets very close to it, he cracks a 


twig and the animals gets up because he hears that 


there's someone really close, 


If this highway or the pipeline 
is pushing through our land, the animal will move out 
of their way, and I'm pretty sure they will move far 


from our community and far from our river, along this 
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1| river which we hunt. 

I've been sitting here yesterday 
3 | and I listened to the people what they're saying about 

4 | the pipeline, the way they oppcse it. He was saying 

5 that I just sit here, I wasn't thinking about it, but 

61 iI think about it.1 thoughttfwienarl might, hersays, 

7 that I personally agreed 100% with what the people are 

8 saying to you last night. This is all I wanted to tell 


9) you and this is how I think about the pipeline. 




















10 | Thank you, | 

11| THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, Mr, 

12] Nayally. 

13] (WITNESS ASIDE) | 

141 THE COMMISSIONER: Does anybody 

15 | else wish to speak? 

16 | CHIEF HARDISTY: Mr. Berger, I 

17) think we should take a five-minute break. 

138} THE “COMMISSIONER: O.K. 

19 | CHIEF HARDISTY: I think every-| 
| 

20 | nodv avpvears to go out, so people are leaving. | 

21} THE: ;COMMISSFONER ::.0 (Kias well | 

22 take a five-minute break then. ' 

23 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 

2 4 | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

25 | THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 

26| gentlemen, maybe we should open the hearing again now 

27 | and just let any of you who still wish to say something 

28 | go. ahead and say it now. We've got the whole evening. 

25 | CHIEERPsHARDISTY;:, Mrs Berger a, 

30 | I've got the slightest idea that this is all the 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


delegates you're going to have tonight, but before 
the closing of this hearing I would like to say a few 


things concerning the trips we made today. 


CHIEF HENRY HARDISTY, resumed: | 
THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, | 
you have seen the river which we've flown today to River 
Between and the Hire North Camp and the Boots Camp at 
Willow Lake River. There's a number of things that I 
seen today at the Hire North which I did not like a bit.) 


As you and I had seen the 





bridge that crosses the River Between, the logs they 
used and you and I know what logs I'm talking about. 
The kind of logs they used is the kind of logs we have 
built the co-op and this Community Hall, the same type 
of logs. These logs, they got them from Fort Simpson. 
These logs could be cut here in Wrigley. 5 don't know 
why they got them from Simpson, 

The sawmill in Simpson has 
been run by monla, and you know what the expression 
"monla" is. At the Hire North, concerning these logs 
when I got back from our trip I went to the co-op 
manager, I asked him has he been asked for these logs? 

He said he was asked from 
the government from down south -- this was in August -- 
and they want 1,000 logs within ten days, and he says 
by that time he knew that they had asked Simpson al- 
ready and they already had bought the logs, but in Beane 
to protect themselves they asked Wrigley, and they gave 


them only ten days to cut that much, and you and I know 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


that 1,000 logs can't be cut in ten. days. 


Like I said yesterday in my statement 


you can see why I said that, they just cross, they just 


3 that I would just as soon the highway end at River Between and 


Make the bridge across the River Between in order to work 


on this side of the river. I again would like to say 
and say again that I totally oppose that the highway 
come into Fort Wrigley. 

You have seen for yourself 
the kind of equipment they use, and the damage they are 
doing to our hunting grounds. The Hire North -—- I believe 
that camp is foratraining section, to train the northern 
and native people. What I see out there today, I see 
one to five, or one to four people who are totally 
native people working on these equipment. The rest were 


monla., Tnis is the kind of thing they are doing to us, 


aS you can see. They're using the Dene people aS a bait 


They're using us as a bait so they can get their pocket 
money.: This is the way the Dene people being used by 
the southern or the developers, use us to give us an 
odd job and saying that, "We're doing good for the 
northern people, especially the Dene." But I do not see 
that. I see quite a number of people, Dene, employed 
in Hire North, but as you can see, on Our way out to 


the construction site along the road you see those 


‘ boys are cutting down the leaners. This is the kind of 


jobs that they offer the Dene. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Brushing? 


A Rights. This isethe .kind 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| 


of job they offer us. Like I said, they use us like bait 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


to work. That's the kind of work they give us, and here 
on the other hand for their own good and their office 
work, to protect themselves, that they're training the 
northerners and the Dene, 

We also went to the Willow 
Lake River Camp and you heard what Mr. George Boots 
had said to you. There's a number of things that 
happening to him, especially concerning his camp, which 
Edornoetes kike:, He pointed out to you that ten or nine 
days ago helicopter came into their camp and these 
people came out, they had a map with them, and they do 


not have interpreter for anyone that can't translate 


Or never seen Dene, straight monla, and pointed out 
to them on the map that--showing to them that where the 
pipeline is going to cross the Willow Lake River, I also 
stated that I didn't know which company it was, the 
Foothill or Gas Arctic. | 
| George Boots pointed out to 

you clearly that he did not understand what they were 
Saying but he heard -- he understood the pipeline and 
they pointed out to him where it crosses the river, and 
he also says they were asked what they think about the 
pipeline. George pointed out to you today that he 
opposed the pipeline and by rights that they should | 
ask the people in Wrigley, especially the chief who | 
represents them, | 

I strongly suggest in the fixture 
that the camp at River Between,that's the Yendi's Boys, 
and the people in Willow Lake River, that I son't want to see 


that happen again, not ever. If they want to ask 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


questions, they come down to Wrigley and ask the chief 
who represents them. 

You've seen how the two camps 
are set up along the Mackenzie River. They are beautiful 
camps. A number of your people have said to me it was 
a beautiful spot, and the fishes they have outside, this 
is the way their parents have taught them, and this is 
the way they live, and I don't want that their way of 
living be destroyed by the pipeline. 

I know that if this pipeline 
goes through, their way of life, it's going to totally 
destroy it. George Boots pointed out to you that ‘ever 
Since the opening of the C.N. line the animals had moved 
away from the winter road or the -- away from the 
C.N. line where the trucks were moving back and forth 
all year around, and way before that, before the opening 
of the C.N. line, he said he used to kill moose a mile 
from his camp; but now he move back and forth up and 
down the river for 50-70 miles all summer and not kill 
but one moose, 

Tonight Ed Nayally has spoken 
to you. He pointed out clearly what he thinks about 
the highway, and the way he opposes, the reason why he 
opposes I'm sure you have heard and listened to it, 


andI agreed with what he said 100%. The people have 


make their statement to you, especially the students 


who have came back from Simpson pointed out to you that 
the changes they have seen with the highway, and they 
pointed out to you strongly that they oppose the 


highway and the pipeline. 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


I, as the chief who represent 
them, totally 100% agree with the students. I support 
them DO0&%. The statement they had pointed out to you 
that even the younger people had realized what's coming 
to them especially who live here, and they're comparing 
what's happening in Simpson and they realize what's 
happening over there and they don't want that to happen 
to their beautiful community in Wrigley. 

This is why like Tasard,. I 
Support these students 100%. 

I also support Mr. Frank Horesay 
of what he said about the pipeline. It's going to cross | 
this mighty Mackenzie twice, the first one north of us, | 
it's going to cross there, and the next cross is south 
of us, and he pointed out to you clearly that the 
spring breakup, if ever the pipe be busted as you and 
I can see,the river flows from the south of us 
do think is going to happen to our fish or drinking 
water?-. This is why I totally agree with Frank Horesay. 
of his statement. 

I myself as the chief and 
represent the people of this community, again would like 
to state out to you that I do not want to see this 


pipeline go through our country, or what we have recently 
stated, our nation, and I also oppose of the highway ending in 
Wrigley. 
/I do not want to see a highway ending in this community. 
I hove the Government of Canada 
realize that why I do not want to see the highway end 
in Wrigley and they see -- they should for themselves 


see why I do not like tag see the highway ending in 
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Chief H. Hardisty 


Wrigley, with the comparison of Simpson which I stated 
out to you yesterday. 

Again on behalf of the people 
in this community, on behalf of them, I do not want to 
see the highway or a pipeline coming through our land or 
our hunting ground, 

Mr. Berger, thank, vou tor 
listening to me and also the people you have listened 
to vesteruay, and on the closing of my remark I would 
also thank everybody, especially the reporters and the 
C.B.C. for coming down and listening to our problems, 
and make it known to the outside world, this Canada. | 

What this person has said to me, 
he suggested that for the time you're going to spend 
tonight that you should go and visit their homes, the 
condition that they're living, and he knows that you're 
working for the government and he would hie You) EO 
Visit their ones and see the condition of their houses, 
which they're living in. Thank you very much, 

(WITNESS ASIDZ) | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
you, chief. I want to thank Chief Hardisty and the 
members of the Band Council and all of you who have 
spoken at the hearings yesterday and today, and all of 
you who have attended. You have given me a clear 


indication of the way you feel about the pipeline. We 


have had every word that has been said recorded on tape 


and it will be printed, and we will send a copy of the 
record of what has been said here to your chief, and 
I will have a copy too so that I can read it and re- 


read it, and so that I will not forget what you have 
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told me these past two days. 

I want you to know that all of 
the people who came with me to Wrigley have enjoyed their 
stay here very much, and I want to thank all of you on 
behalf of all of those who came with me, am on my own 
behalf, for allowing us to visit you and for all of us 
it has been a pleasant visit in your pleasant village. 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, 
before I close the hearing I should say that the 
gentlemen who spoke to you, chief, just before you 
concluded your remarks, said that he understood I was 
with the government. I think you should know that I am 
not with the Government of Canada. I am a judge and I 
am quite independent of the Government of Canada. They 
don't tell me what to do and I don't tell them what to 
do; but they have asked me to. come here oe find out how 
you feel about the pipeline and after I have visited 
all the people ia the Mackenzie Valley, I will wees 
a report to the government and make recommendations 
to the government about the pipeline. 

I don't know whether I've made | 
my relationship to the government clear, bit, Betnink 2 
should say that, amI would behappy, with you, chief, 
to visit some of the homes tonight, if the people would 
wish me to do that so that I can see how the people are 
living. 

So we will adjourn the Inquiry 
tonight, and the Inquiry will reconvene in Jean Marie 


River tomorrow sometime, Mussi. 
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L. Norwegian 


Jean Marie River, N.W.T. 
September 12, 1975. 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 


gentlemen, I will call our hearing to order this after- 


noon, I am Judge Berger, and I want to say a few 
things to start with. Before I do, we will ask the 
secretary to swear in Mr. Kazon as an interpreter. 


Would you swear in Mr. Norwegian too? 


BATISTE KAZON: sworn as interpreter 


LOUIS NORWEGIAN, sworn: 


THE COMMISSIONER: I am here to 


find out what you think about the idea of building a 


pipeline to bring gas from the Arctic up the Mackenzie 


Valley to Southern Canada and the United States, I 
should tell you that we have been told that it is not 
just one gas pipeline that the oil and gas industry 
want to build, they have said that they would likely 


want to build a second gas pipeline within five years 


after the first has been completed, and they have said 
that after that they would want to build an oil pipeline 


as well. I want you to understand, I know it isn't easy, 


what is being proposed here over the long term, 


Can you manage that or do you 


want me to break it down? 

| Now, I don't want to conduct 
this Inquiry in Ottawa or in Yellowknife only; I said 
that 2 would visit ee community in the Mackenzie 


Valley, the Mackenzie Delta and the HMorthern Yukon te 


a a nr a a 


ett | 







as 


Bde paltnd AavOTeaTHHOD ue 
| naeyea id? 1ebz0 of pairsed uo tap. 
Wap we? B ySe od Smew T Bao | ES SA 

od} xes [liw ow ,ob I sicted wtidiw guage 
| assexqiotnd nh 86 fowsn ae nk same 


Nay fy oad 


Foat as Hewson .7M Bid breil oy Bluol 





. 

. } 

| Tadoiyicdnt es irtowe- {MORAN sraimag 
) 

. 


- 
pitowa ,VALOSWHOW, SLUO. i 

1 > WwW at 
oF stent ms T :AAVOT@STMMOD SHT tr ‘ 


6 patblind 30 sabi sd? Juods anes voy tedw suo bd mire 
eisnexionh ods qu 2ft01A aris mort anes ‘pnind of ssateals en 

i .@eted2 betial odd bas sbsasd mzedsvo® of yetisV | 5; 
ton ai 3: dent blot used sven ew todd voy Lied bluode bey 













yuderbat eanp bas Lio ea 4tadd ontLeqia asp sno teu 
ylowtli bivow yet a6d¢ bise over yeds blind of tasw 
exsey evil ridtiw enifegiq esp broose 5 blind oF jnsw 
bise eved yen? brs (43eLgmoo need esi tertt aii 19128 . 
enileagig ite nas blind o2 Jdnaw biwow yarns Jed? teste teria 
vane t*aei J+ wood 1 \basterebay oF uoy jnsv I Low a6 
Tred prot sdt xevo. Stott bezoqorg pik: vam . 
voy ob x0 Jedd opsnsm voy mad a ae oe 
| Snwob $i. faord 02 4 om deg 
t3tbaes od dasw d'aob I wou me er” tl 
Biee I yylno ettniwolley nt nmeieas 1 at . eae peel oH soak 


an — —_ _ 


_ 


bisnsabs dt at eet eased rkiow 2 
02 modu vitae oe ‘nabua ve ° 
4 . caer. st) oh Coat Ae 


b- 


ho 


es) 


we) 


2850 


L. Norwegian 


see what the people think, so that's why I am here in 


Jean Marie River today. You live here, this is your 


home, it is your own future that we are concerned with, 
so I want to know what you have to say about this, and 
you are entitled to say what you think and say what you 
believe, and I hope those of you who wish to will 
do~so today. 

We have some visitors here. 
These ladies here on my left with this mask , are just 
recording on tape everything that is said so that we 
will have a record, a printed record, a book that 
will have in it everything that is said here today, and 
that means that I can read it again so I won't forget 
what you tell me, and we will send a copy of that book 
back here to Mr. Norwegian, so that anyone here who 
wants to look at it will be able to do so. 

The C.B.C. Broadcasting team 
is with us too, who broadcast each day on the Northern 


Service in English, Slavey, Loucheux, Dogrib, Chipewyan, 





\ 
| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 


and the Eskimo dialects of the Easternand Western Arctic, 


| 


| 
We have representatives of the press from Southern Canad4q 


here who will be going back to tell people in the south 
about your community and about the things that you Say. 

I have invited people from the 
pipeline companies so that they can listen to you and 
pay attention to what you have to say, and so that if 
you want to ask them any questions you can go ahead and 
ask them today and we will get them to answer your 


questions. 


You just go ahead and tell me 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
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L. Norwegian 


what yau want to Say, I'm going to listen to you and/§ 


then after I have heard the people throughout the valley 


I will make my report and recommendations to the Govern- 


ment of Canada and then they will have to decide whether 


they want a pipeline, and if they do, they will have to 
decide when they want it built, and who they want to 
Hw bs ty 
Mr, Norwegian, if you would 
like to begin, that would be fine with me, 
LOUIS NORWEGIAN, resumed: 
THE INTERPRETER: He is saying 


this is our country. When we said this country belongs 


to us, this is our country. When we talk of our country 


we think of our future generation, it's not only today. 
What may happen in our generation is that's what we 
fear. This is why we talk about our country. When we 


talk about country we talk about generations to come, 


He says a long time ago we talk 


about our country because 200 years ago there was no 
white people around, there was no treaty signed, things 
like that, and he says we were just simple Indians of 
this country-at a time when there was no white people. 
This is go to show this country, this is why we call it 
the country belong to the Indians. 

The way we see our country's 
development, disturbs¢he country quite a bit, say even 
the Mackenzie River not very good to drink any more. 

So we don't even have the water to drink besides the 
Mackenzie River, this is where we drink for our liveli- 
hood, this is why we're talking about this country and 


se aVale Marae Dee Pes the pipeline coming through. 
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All the rivers are going into 
Mackenzie River, the pipeline is going to go through : 
those creeks, the rivers, and that's where our drinking | 
water coming from. So we quite afraid that something | 
might happen. 

A seismic line cut through, it 
disturb the country quite a bit. Ever since they did 
this) everythang seems, to be decreasing all*the® time 
as far as the animal concerned what we live on. Sevrit: | 
goes to show that a pipeline might damage the country 
and Tsporl-their way of Life. Iumysure it sagoingato 


disturb, that's why he's scared. | 





He said we Indians don't have 
money to live on since not long ago we have to live 
out Of the bush, / 

THE COMMISSIONER: I didn't | 
hearst Could: you repeat! thatragain; (Mrs Kazon? 

THE INTERPRETER: We Indians 
we don't have any money to live by till not long | 
ago. We live out of the bush and that's all we depend | 
on. That's why we say we're afraid that our way of | 
life mightvibesdisturbed with the foupe line vdevelooments | 
He has wondered very much about it ever since the siesmic line 
disturb the country all the animals since have decreased 


THE COMMISSIONER: I don't know 


en in 


what's wrong with me but I didn't hear that either. 
Go ahead and light your cigarette and then carry on. 

THE INTERPRETER: It seems to him 
since the seismic line disturb the country, the animals 


are decreasing. So he's wondering if these animals con't 
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come back. Some people getting something out of the 
country when the country development and things iike this 
but ourself, if the development is going on in our 


country, so far we never getting a darn thing out of 


ie eC ik ip fo now, 
He said we Indians, we live out 
of the bush, that's the only wav of life we have now. 


Till up to now’ suppose we don't -- all this decrease and when : | 
there's nothing more, the animals out of the bush and 
what we going to live on? 

He said it is only the animal, that everv way 
you could make money out of the country, for instance 
timber is destroying by here, there s no way that they | 
could make money out of sawmills or timbers. All that 
Paidéstroying, too -’taken away 2 "I “willl sayy 

He says since three years ado Wwe! 
start talking about our country because the way things 
are going we're not getting nothing out of the country, 
no matter what the white people do. We don't try to | 
bug the white people when they do any developments 
or do their business on the country, but since long i 
ago we kind of fed up so we started get up and try to | 
say this is our country, we try tO get something out of | 
ats 

Meadstart tabkang mbout »ous 
country because we realize we getting nothing out of 
the country, no matter it is our country but we getting 


Hothine out of 1b. At least we get 50¢ or something 
like this out of our country, it be all right put so far as he knows 
not a darn thing out of develouments. [oO Ute is wiiy we cry tom the gore 
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G. Sanguez 


we talk about the .country it might be better because 
they know this country belong to the natives. 

He says that's all he has to 
say for now. Let the other people talk. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mr Norwegian, 


(WETNESS ASIDE) 


GABF SANGUFZ, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: He trying to | 
say something. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: The witness' | 
name first? 


THE INTERPRETER: Gahe ; 


Sanquez, he try to tell you a few story about way back history. 


why he says he belonging to this place, because he 


Said they were raised by the moose hack long ago, when 


he wear diapers, that's a long time ago. He said his 


parents didn't have too much like today. He said they 


: track a moose in the wintertime no matter how cold it is. You have 


! 
to have strong wind to kill a moose but if there's | 


no wind they sit till they hear the moose, track the 


moose down in the wintertime. Ile says there's one 


moose 


track,sometimes there's no moose, that's what they do, 


that's the kind of a life tied thes to this place. When | 


the parents find a place to stay, they are going to stay. 


THE COMMISSIONER: What was that@ 


THE INTERPRETER: The time he's 


talking about, it, isn't a cabin or nothing, 1t’s just 


something like the trees are split in half and make some 
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light teepees, and open fire in the centre. This is the 
way they were brought up, he remember that. He talk 
about the way they were brought up, whenever they kill 
a moose they don't have to cook it very led, just half 
a roll like this--this is the nourishment of the Indians. 


They might change. If this kind of a thing change, it 


would surely affect theirlife., That's the way tmy want to) 


live, no matter what happen. No matter what happen 
the old people they just live out of the bush and when- 
ever they buy any flour, bread, things like that, that's 
only for school kids. The way of life, it was never 
changed, they live out in the bush the way it is, 

that's the way entirely. 

He's wondering this, quite a few 
of the Indians along the Mackenzie River don't want the 
pipeline to go ahead because this is the trouble, they 
live out in the bush and if anything happen to the 
Pipeline, it leaks or anything like that, might damage 
the environmental really bad, that's what he's afraid 
os, 

: Let some other people talk, 
thatvse about ait. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mr. Sanguez. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


LOUIS NORWEGIAN, resumed: 
THE WITNESS: I just wanted to 
say if a person kill one moose, he shares and shares 


alike and everybody have some amount, no matter how big 
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the people around here, This is still carried out, 
If they kill one moose, everybody get a share of it. 
He says some people might change when they kill a moose 
and just keep it for themselves, but he say we still 
doing the same thing here, Jean Marie River we still 
doing the same thing. We kill one moose, everybody else 
get a little piece out of it. 

Even if we plant potatoes, even 
Lo Pe snk have much potatoes everybody gets a share 
out of the garden as much as anybody else and if they 
go to fish, a few of them go to the lake and get some fish, every 
gets the same amount of fish. That's just the way we 


live here, at Jean Marie. 


Some people might get away from. 


the old ways, but he says we still hold to our old ways 
of how our parents brought us up and that's the way we 
carry out here. 

He expect to say whatever you 
want to say, and the judge and the other people might 
talky'too. 

° THE COMMISSIONER: Well, what 
you people have to say is just as important to me as 
what the people in Simpson or Wrigley say, and just as 
important as what the experts in Yellowknife have to 
say; so if anyone wants to say anything, just feel free 
to go ahead and say it; or what anyone in Ottawa has 
to Suy i megrt “addy 

THE INTERPRETER: He said he's 
been talking to the government in the past but it seems 


to Yeake’ too much out of the government when ne mettesr 
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what you say to the government they don't do anything 


for the people so I feel there's no sense in talking 
in a Meeting like this any more because he went to 
Yellowknife springtime that he wants highway, a road 


connect to the highway to Jean Marie River in 


@a6ee,0f the sawmill, in case *oOr atcerden’ and things like that, 


the Territorial Government, whoever he was, and so far 


he never had anything out of it. 


The road he's talking about 


has been carried On about five years now and everybody 


thinks there should be a highway connect, I don't know 


where, I don't know why they don't do it. 


THE COMMISSIONER: You mean an 


access road from Jean Marie to the Mackenzie Highway? 


THE! INTERPRETER: Yes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: So you can 


bring supplies in and take your lumber from the sawmill 


out to where it's to be sold, is that it? 


THEA GRR RPRE TER ve sen theinis 


right. It's not only the lumber, they got a little 
store here and try to get some supplies for the kids 
in wintertime, if they get it))from Simpson it ‘costs 


more than everything costs when sold right here. If 


we have road they might be able to get it from outside 


or something like that just direct to here instead of 


going to Simpson, and that would be another way to help 


us, and that's what he said. 


If the government had a winter 


road over to Jean Maric, Whey. Ehimiqnt some Way we mic 


get highway, that’s whate Re SAkd) -butbwin the springts 


tht 


fit 
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I went over there to see if they going to make highway 
or not. They are talking they haven't got the money to 
build highway. 

THE COMMISSIONER: How far is 
it from here to the Mackenzie Highway? 

Tit, INTERPRETER «U7 midges. . 
Phat os ono very tar, | mules, no monevecor «27 
miles. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


GABE SANGUEZ, resumed: 
THE* INTERPRETER:: If they made 


a winter road they could have even made a shorter cut, 


a Straight cut would have been all right but he said they 
went a hell of a long bend, it's quite a long ways to get to the 
highway in the wintertime, 

The way the winter roads are 
made iS about so miles, 82 miles so far it is, 
straight cut it. 17 miles iS 80 miles, how ‘come? 
Straight cut is about 30 or around 30 miles, and around 
the winter road they made is about 80 miles. If straight 
cut it would have been about 30 miles. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You mean 
that's the winter road to Simpson? 

THE INTERPRETER: Winter road 
is 80 miles, around 82 miles. 

THE COMMISSIONER: To Simpson? | 

THE INTERPRETER: Yes. «No, aot 
to Simpson to the highway. 


THE COMMISSIONER: To, the 


highway? 
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THE INTERPRETER: To Simpson, 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 

i 

ae government about 


an access road to the Mackenzie Highway, but I am inter-_ 


can't make any recommendations to 


ested, nevertheless, in what you bade had $048 a7» I'm 
principally concerned, though, al the proposed pipe- 
line and energy corridor. } 

THE oe een He's saying 
that nowaday the older people ar, very careful about 


some young people are not very careful im case of the piplene for the 


f 
rum ~OR aut ithey.,.could,blow athe de fina thing,ap. There ts 


a lot of forest fires beside that too] and the are not quite sure ilf 
| 


tie ee oe 


‘ j } 
the, pa peling,.1s .going,to .»e safg gf 1 comes through, 





So whatever happens is going to be “= might, be ougt 


se 


poison, the gas might he just ndison for the animals 





eline is going to go 


ancecer thestnecs:, fomeths planqati LOM of the eountryvs 
The pl 


about four feet under the grou at thesbotpom ,of 


I. 
: 
iB 
UF 
the river, but sometime the fe ata «aniedO, aa plot. coe 


damage on the Liard and on the jiver. So no matter which 


Way TYOUR put khty, hats just afraid|that the damn thing 


might break. | 

{IL TNESS ASIDE) 
I 
i 


LOUIS}NORWAGIAN, resumed: 





THE f renrnrmn, He's saying 


that Lona ago we didn't have th denend on the beavers 

in the summertime, but there wl s a zone divided by 

the Wildlife Department which jrey dan “> want, andthe 
beaver was closed for two yeadi. way didn ‘it: haye, nethine 


1 
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to depend on, so they went and talked to the governments 
and the government said no matter what happened, don't 
Dreal: it up by anybody else, you have been working 
together and stay in onesettlement and do your best to man- 
age with the sawmill, BO Jot “Then 2 Tattle Sawn. 

I didn't know nothing ahout the sawmill, how to operate 
the sawmill, but the government people's sawmill, and 
some people cet anythine from the government, thev just 
abuse it and yust let the damn thing rust, We dian’ t 
want that to happen so we tried to manage operation cf 
the sawmill and didn't make a-success of it up to now, 

We said they have the sawmill 
mere anc they "re doing all Tight, hut they Look 24, away 
oo the FOrt winpson island’, they 7ust about took the 
sawmill away from Were and Tinally tney qot the sawmii] 
back. Sawmill is just ready to ao now, if the job demands 
lumber it's ready to'go. 

Theres So much they could 
depend on, but the sawmill, this is why he talk about 
sawmill so much because they depenc on the sawnill 
alone quite’a bit; but the forestry told them, mot 
to cut any timber on the other side -of Jean Marie 
River where the timbers very handy close, but he told 


them not t6 cut any so they are cuttinae the timnszer on 


the other side. This side is where they're cutting. 1 don't know how 


far'it iS, but TEtS pretty hard Tor them to get; hut 
if there's a demand for lumber the sawmill is ready to 
go. They go to show this one problem that we've 

been talking about for’ So many years and don"t seem tr 


solve it. He says it goes to show how big a problem 
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the pipeline coming through, so that is all he has to 
say for now. 

THE COMMISSTONER: Thank you, 

Mr, Norwegian. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

MR. JU LRAL TLS May diusay. a. Lew 
words? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, by all 


means,»  . Would you give us your name just to start? 


bi Ch Darr TES. ewan: 

Di Wel Piso Se L can back. Dike wide: 
I'm the teacher here and this is my third year, and 
the reason why I wish to say a few words is because 
sometimes someone from the outside can have a clearer 
picture of the-.spirit of a community than someone 
living within. People who live in a community take for 
granted the nature of their environment, their way of 
ji fe, » As a. man: who has come from a big city, Montreal} 
I think I can express myself as an outsider who under- 
Stands quite well the way of life, the simple way of 
life of Jean Marie River. 

I am convinced that 1f and when 
I do leave, I will have learned much more than I could 
have ever taught in this community. ‘hat Gabe and Louis 
have said is a true reflection of the way of life of 
Jean Marie River, as far as I can see, There is beauty 
in the way they live; there 1s serenity, and there is 
an unquestionable co-existence between the natives ane 


the white, man, «This cannot dae clenied borscaune tip y nave 
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treated me only with fairness and kindness since my 
arrival here. They have shared their moose with me. 
They have shared their ideas, 

Little examples are sometimes 
very meaningful, and once having killed a moose, I 
accompanied them to dress it, and it is not simply a 
Batter Or putcherings“ T think it ve a@ Spiritual tring, a4 
ritual, an expression of a way of life. To them a downed 


, 


moose is as rewarding, I think, as a white man winning 


the super lottery or an Trish Sweepstake. There is a 


thrill, there is an enjoyment, there is a zest for 
life, there is Sas tena that cannot be, I think, inter- 
preted by a white man unless he sees and witnesses this 
experience. digg the pipeline means the destruction 
of that beautiful way of life, then it 48a desecration toa 
culture. The ‘pipeline,in my own opinion, is inevitable 
because of southern demands. Rut I think what the 
people here have said should indicate t° the hia wheels 
behind the pipeline project, that you cannot, nor mus 
you interfere with the way of life which is slowly dying 
being churnet under the wheels of the industrial machinery. 

I-am not against industry but 
I am more against destruction of a unique way of life, 
an aboriginal way of life which we may never see again 
in Canada. I am behind these people 191%. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, tiny 
Dikaitis. Can you summarize that, Mr. Kazon? 

(WEINEGs ASluLE 
THe TITEPPPRTEP? “TT: mivdht nt 


interpret the right way but I tell them the meaning of it. 
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GABE SANGUEZ, resumed: 

THR, INTERPRETER: When we talking 
about the moose, he said it isn't just the meat alone 
but the hide to make clothing out of -- moccasins and 
mittens for the cold winter. They could stand the 
winter with the moose hide. This is part of the 
clothing; the food is very important when we're talking 
about the moose, 

He says to remember when we're 
talking about the animals of the country we make 
COLD ie Olt. Of uit . He remember he used to have 
rabbitskin clothing -- a jacket and the pants, and a 
rabbitskin blanket is the warmest blanket you could 
find, no matter the Sas tadicee eiderdown cannot beat it. 
He said the best for the winter are rabbitskin blankets, 
that's what he said, 

A. VOICE: So there's no rabbits, 
what are you going to do? 


(WITNESS 1h) 


BATISTE KAZON, sworn: 
THE WELNESS o0 Lim goingete-«say 
aefLew;,judge, .i£.you.don/t mind, etry to say a‘ few 
-- it's a kind of complicated thing to talk about the 
gas pipeline, the land settlement first and then the 
gas pipeline goes. 

What we feel you did in the past, a hundred years ago 
you <drive .the .Indians imbo the areserve because they on 
the way, and they suffer 100 years till now. In the 
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on. This is entirely what may happen because we are not 
trying to get in the way. What we try to see fair, by 

the government of country, by the government of the coun- 
try and the government of the Indian nation should realize 
by now that the Indians are people. They shouldn't kick 
the Indians around any more. They try to educate us, 

to try to compete with the white veople,.and what we are striving for 
if the government won't listen to us,what we want, then what's 
the use for us Indians to be living? We want this 
country as much as the way we want this country to be. 
Developments mean,.a lot of money...Big city. here and 
there, push buttons. Not everybody feel that way about 
it. Some people want to make more money out of country. 
Some people want to leave the country the way it is, 

but this, Country wontielec’e’ the way .ltuis. LE thane a 
fair land settlement then we might get something. 

What these development people 
are doing, how do they make their money? I think we 
see how they get away with the money; but if you don't 
look upon it this way, they started the way it is, 

I'm quite aure a few boys might work on the pipeline. 
At the end of the pipeline, where are they going to be? 
The Indians aren't going to get. anything out of it. 

This is why the land settlement 
go first. If the land settlement, the government here 
gives what the Indian asks for from there on, they will 
be a lot better. There would be less problems if the 
Indians get on their feet. If the Indian get indepenc- 
ence there'd be less problems. tLet"s work together ana 


try to make this country good to, live in. Gut 1f the 
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way the pipeline go ahead rush, of course this is 


only country left undeveloped. How much minerals? How much 


Oil in there? How much gas in there? 
The way we are, we're struggling 


for a fair land settlement. This is why we might get 


something out of it. That's the only way because we 


never give the country away. We never make am peace 


Lreaty that 


e 


return we live for $5. a year. 


this country given to the Crown and in 


We never have said that, That 


WaS a peace treaty. You people who come in to develop 
the country the way you want for the time being, and 


that’s what you've been doing till up to now, The 


pecpte of the colntry are’ Starting to talk about it, 


even tis seisnric Wane at hurt therway of Lite qui te-w 
bit. So if the government give us a-hand, how many 
line? I 


pipe 


billions they going to spend on the gas 
know the “government polaticians, politicals, 


votes at the next election, that's what they go by, 


and there's a pressure on the governments by the oil 


eaord 


companies, and by the big business people. It's oe 


& 


they want development, it's good. 


But what these people that live 


tiie COUNTLY ;~a big development comes and make big 


money, then out they go, they don't spend nothing, while) 


cr 


we miserable people, we still live in country. So give 


us a slice of our money. Give us some kind of contract 


if the pipeline could come ahead, give us some of the 
contract to join in with development. That's all we 


GOUrue atie. bat. 


thenvyouotake, the way of Lite 
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away at the same time, at least if that reasonable 
contract is big enough for everybody else, some people 
get a job out of it. At least you are trying to 
replace even a fair land settlement, replace something 
ria Vout oce, oud. os the country. But. LE-not.s, Ene wager’ 
of the country -- they talk about the gas, the oil is 
going to go the same way too, and all the wealth drain 
out/f the country, the country will be empty here, noth- 
id. tn, tts, place, 

This is where our way of life 
Ls snot towel... Sorry, to, say. that. ,thiseais. whatethe 
people are afraid. of., It's just the, animals. might. he 
bad, especially the delta is sensitive about it, there's 
so many little lakes _— and there, the pipeline goes 
ahead and if anything happen to lakes the rats will die. 
That's one big. problem they're going to have. Fish, 
they live on the fish. 

I was on the Mackenzie River. 
But give us a fair land settlement, even any time we 
might come up with something better to set ourselves 
for the big developments. You know, this is the only 
country that is inca tener and everybody hungry to get 
at There's a shortage of oil and gas all over. 
Suppose you drain the whole thing and then come the 
war broke out, what's going to happen then?, Maybe 
uranium will be gone by that time, all the gas and oil. 
What happen to Germany in the last war? That might 
just happen. Why don't the Canadian Government just 
keep sitting on the lid of this well? Some day the 


nation get something better out of at. 
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B. Kazon 
1| At the same time we Indians 
| ; 
2/ get something out of it. I wish the government 
i 


3; look upon us when, if the pipeline is going to go 


ahead I'm quite sure it might just have to go ahead 


5 | because they don't listen to a handful of Indians, They | 
a listen to the big voters, half a million voters, even | 
( a million voters, that's what the government go by. 
3 | So the next election come, they get elected again just 
9 | to please his voters. 
10, SonlAm afrandyit)wilbl come, 
11] I'm quite sure you're a good man, they chose you for thig., 
12} Youre asincere about this things .One»thing Iywouldn't 
13 like to be in your place to make these kind of decisions. 
ial I wish you luck and we trust yauplubuk the way 
15 | things are going, by God,wd don!t) knowge,léte.veryahard 
16 | to say no matter what kind of a decision you make, the 
17| GOVETAMENES.just go,.by, could do that’ tooy..+This+is 
8 politicians. Next election we're going to get elected 
19 | again if°we don't go ahead with the pipeline. Build 


| 
| 
a a highway, that's what they did. 
| 
| 
| 


Pm ° The same thing if we have 

oes highway, it's going to bring the economy to the nee cheat 
23 | people. Who gets economy out of 1t? Not a darn thing. 

2a - The Indian even here want to get a little supplies for 

2% | their store, we couldn't get the highway in here. The 

26 | pipeline is worse. Only experienced people work on the 
27| pipeline. L*hoperyou,going, to sayethisathing,) if the 
28 | pipeline is going to go ahead we want to be involved 

ao | Pmt, not) byavshovel,and: axe, but..by;contract,if.the 

30 | pipeline go ahead. But the government could wait for 

























de a aneuk ingeean iste 


Gaon op ot erat  280t Mose oth 
vod Janpibni! te Sutoned @o7 meaeat 9 
Ave \stscov fo £E tke a tient allie ane 

Lyd op tnammevep sits 46ihe erjany exeov 

fevt alspe betveto tep yortd''smon roisaate sisi 








onus [Liwiat Bigxis nto a Gee 
bint) It Woy seas Yet .agm boop 6 et" Oy sae es aep ares 7 aM 
‘Sioow © exicd end Jontcd etits Juode eeesiiie Saebe¥ “7 
Olelves to Sealy Seedy sina of ‘sSelq rey AE Bd GS OREL 
Yew ert Jtnl voy: Feo ow but dowl BOY teiw I : 
hi vwaev e'9Y  ,wond 2 *nob IT BoD vei spRloy ots zontite ae | 
ot .9Xsm Uoy neiaibeb & 3a Baia serie astiem On yee of 
2s; eidT ood tends ob Biticoe avd op Fare 2trommever | 
Seatoste 26p 04 pricy ox‘sw nottoslo 28H ,ansinisifog a 
Sliwt .enilag@e efy dilw beers op a 106 ow 3i nisps 
bib yer dpiw"e* zane Veentolds 

oven ow ff partie erie ont” a Dee i 





vaettton- ere of ymondes of pabvd of patop ae, 4 . 
patina’ wet & 250 cee i avete aa ars 

® gotlgquel @issit 6 jon 0% tnsw S2br ‘neve’t 
at? ,8rst ai yawdpid! ony Jay +) eh £oas, | 
ot? ad Stow sfaceq heonelisqye wa 
at2 22° onid? eb yas of pntop | hin 


Savtownt ad aime WW beside log Bote 
aw* Uy fob tae eh Piel: mt, 7 BY 


i 
~ 
we 


UO 


LJ 


Pon 


AF wh ene | 2868 


B, Kazon 


a suitable land settlement; but if the land settlement 


again, the government is going to tie it up with the 


Indians. hh, the Indians don't need that kind of a 
thing. Oh, the Indians -- something like this might 
happen, 


} 


So we like to suggest for these | 


people who want to be involved with this development 


from now on if we can become part of it. Instead of 


talking about a single sawmill, the government is going | 


to give it to them, let them go ahead with it. They 


j 
j 


had to get somebody from outside to do the job for them, | 


and ‘thatperson gets a hell of a big money. If the 
Indians start something, it's always doing some damn 
Drivng, abhiie kindbof saithingads;toe much; 

We do things for ourselves. 
If we fail, that's the way -- we went that far. If we 
fail, we keep on trying until we get it just right, 
like he said, the sawmill is no good, there was no 
expense, the people went ahead and start sawmill anyway 
Start operating like they have to do it. 

° So. that-tarcall Mh ave-torsay, 
let other people talk. 

THE ‘COMMISSTONERS Thank you, 
Mi, StAZoms: 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

CHIEF’ SANTOR Es v To have: ‘an 
exhibit here I'd like to enter. It's a beaver hide 
that I got from Roy Mousse who was travelling up his 
hat i ne oti lhirncrtens hie ard, River fronmeihe | -aiiryor t 


at Simpson prright close toi Simpson there. ‘Last winter 


| 
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a group of surveyors or something like that went on our 
land and camped by a creek in the wintertime. This spring 
they went spring hunting and one of the boys, Roy Mousse, 
shot this beaver here and if you smell the fur you can 

tell at's got oil on it, it"S just soaked withvot?; plus 
the meat had an oily taste to it. We didn't even eat the 
meaty" asked him rf DT could’ take *this far) to,presentéit, 
anc P'rorgot: to do 1 in Simpson and PVtorgot it when “I 
went to Wrigley, so I'd likes to enter divas ansexhabit 

aS an example that even before they put in the pipeline 
the advance crews are already doing damage to the 
environment and to the animals, 

THE COMMISSIONER: That will be 
marked as an exhibit and become part of the record of 
the-Inguiry. I should say for the record that I smelled 
VE} and it appears to me to smell of o11% I'm no expert 
in these matters, though. 


(BEAVER PELT MARKED EXHIBIT C=-217) 


BATISTE KAZON, resumed: 

; THE WITNESS: The government 
is talking about environnental study, where are the 
governments when anything like this happens? They're 
not supposed to spill any oil any place, and any 
company did that, they're supposed to just seize their 
damn licence right there, That's what environmental 
study for, I think; but the government is not doing a 
damn thing about it. No matter who the company it is, 
thet’ei what ‘they should take@ert +h meed. onl dyappeen 


to one company and after that they should, be ‘careful. 
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B, Kazon,. 
L. Norwegian 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


LOUIS NORWEGIAN, resumed: 

THE INTERPRETER: Louis Norwegian 
is saying that's why we don't want a pipeline, in case 
the pipeline breaks or anything like that, there would be more than | 

beaver would be damaged. Just. one single beaver ‘that smelies | 
the hide and couldn't live any more, get sick, somebody 
shot him, It might happen that way, more than one, 
one more beaver. That's why we don't like the pipeline. 
MR. KAZON: The Canadian Government should 
realize. what happened at Bennett's Dam in B.C, The 
poor people didn't get any benefit out of it. They 
Signed the agreements, quite a few farms are flooded, 
low compensation for that farm. This is another thing 
the Canadian Government might just go ahead and drain 
the whole thing out while it's needed, just because 
the other nation need it. 
“ Now you have 4i.i kinds of - 

THE COMMISSIONER: You mean 
the Columbia River Treaty? 

MR. KAZON: That's right, 
that treaty. Canadian Government, 1f they just go ahead 
and drain it, they just make a mistake again because 
in this undeveloped country some day this country is 
going to be very important to the other nations, that's 
fot sure, oitternational @eThis) country especialy. 


Nenra tories... Not ombly that butiatitheysanes tine 








ar vias Hf “ele 

(30284 Beary | eh aete =: 

Taare ude Me haitraie 2 

| : eos o% wssapan sa ie te 

na sgewso elo? sAaTWIIAATHL OAT “Epe oae ern 
oman at .catiegig @ anew + nah ow si sce aaa 
rons svi oct Bisoy areds sind. oft Delhi, AES ae a 

hellone JeAt tevend aipnie ano seve bones, od Sluew several ay 7 

yhotiewor , tobe dop genom yas ovil 3’ nhives fas obs ont i a ; 

| ,one reds oxrom , yew todz aeqged sdodmm 21 betas ioe 7" 

| .onifeaiq od ett! 3? nob ow ydwoe' soc simmered oto, ano. “3 my 
bivade tnentievod netbeans) sit s/OSm iM 7! 










oT .2.8 oi mat) a'ttonnsd t6 boneqgel tade essteea hat . i" 
von? 2h 20: au ditened ys top S'btG elqoeg seag. Jen 
,bobool? sts anxe? wai 6 a¢iup ,etcomestpe edt benp ie 1 at 7 
onid¢ teftens ei eidT  orte? Jedd. 1ol) aoidemmegage Wh 7 VE | 
nists bre beers op saul. aipim tosmmrevo®, asthens) ont Ff . : 
geuensd taut ,bebeen a'tl elintw duo pnide alodu ot War, | i: 
yt heen aoitse aerd20 eft Wns 
~ 90 ebrid <5 ovat woy won | biel ine | 


Wa Hats yoy PH AMOT 2e2IMMoOD er a eae Doi: Bali gut) 


tygeoaT, a { a 


=, 
ee "ahs | 
4 1 
ae ail ' 


vy s 7 
a 


is a sed “MORAN VAM. 
hoore ow ceut yess ti sIHEMELOVON AnAbHARD + 
cmsred nisps stedein s eatsm deurty Wont y 
ai yitques aid? yob-omon yatnuoD pe vot 
2'tont. ,anoltsnctarito | sid 04 snoaogmt ‘ 
wh inioouere yt srues mach 


ee ee ee Lae iaeM iets 
ra ~ ; ‘ a ** 7 Tae : 





By 














EST REPORTING t-1T!>. ¥ rags 


B. Kazon 
B. Lafferty 


if they go ahead with the big money in B.C. with the 
States because they want gas and oil real bad, and we 
the people are going to suffer because we will get 
nothing out of it the way things are set up. 

That's why the Indians are 
trying to say, "This is our country, we have to 
build a nation or something." 

Again, we haven't got a 
Parliamentary of our own so this is going to be hard to 
pass through the Parliament,a nation. I'm quite sure 
the Indians will be struggling to do their best for the 
future, 

THE COMMISSIONER: On K ap pthank 
you. 

(WLTNESS, ASLDE) 
THE. COMMISSDIONER t=» Yes, Mr. 


Lafferty? Mr. Lafferty was sworn at Simpson. 


BILL LAFFERTY, resumed: 

THE COMMISSIONER: Did you want 
to say something? Go ahead there. 

THE WITNESS; I had intended to 
present this to you, Mr. Berger, at Fort Simpson, but 
then I chose to speak as an individual community member 


at Fort Simpson, but I felt that I owed at least some 


of my remarks and the viewpoints that have been expressed 


to me throughout my constituency in the Territorial 
Council, and I thought maybe a summarization of those 
ideas presented to you may serve some hearing as to the 


controversies that we seem to be engaged in. 
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But over the course of the summ- 


er I have travelled to as many communities as I possibly | 


could and have in my visits to these communities, I have 


spoken to as many people as I could, both native and 
non-native. By "non-native" I fi@alt parsons who are not 
born in the Northwest Territories, by visiting and 
speaking to people in these communities where I have 
travelled I can see for myself how the people and the 
country is changing, 

These changes are jirreversable 
whether these changes are good or bad, it is something 
which reflects on all of usCanadians who have our roots 
pete tin the Northwest Territories, “7 belreve, srr, we 
no longer have any choice but to harness our energy 
resources. This includes natural gas and fuel potential 
of the Indian dnd native peoples to alleviate the 
impoverished conditions in which many of us find our- 
selves, and to give new live to many people through a 
wage economy. Of course it is a well-known fact that 
the majority of our people in this constituency of 
the Northwest Territories are wage-earners instead of 
trappers and hunters. It is also to be recognized that 
a notable number of native workers do supplement their 
low income by hunting and fishing. Nevertheless, for 
most of us we are now in a wage economy. 

One of the important issues 
in today's northern society is land claims by the Indian 
Brotherhood. I believe this matter should be settlec 
as quickly as possible by the Federal Government since 


it is a federal matter with the treaty Indians. It is 


| 
| 


n. 
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iv, & very serious. matter, arising. out.of my biunder for time 
by an ill-advised and inexperienced executive of the 

' infant orga#hization founded by the Federal Government. 

Men 

It is the Federal Government's responsibility to settle 

this matter bere we have any more social unrest and 

economic frustration. It is the contention of many people 

in my riding that these problems are being perpetuated 

in selfxinterest, and it is not for the common good of 

northern_communities along the Mackenzie River. 

a f Considering the physical aspects 

of the pipeline, it does not take much land to build | 

| a right-of-way, and even less once the pipeline is 
built. These are small compared to land needed to 

| sustain a hunting and a trapping economy. The latter 

Bie, letter: ddl. practremnnenkt hot cimpds stinke 

| with the rapid growth in native, Metis and Indian 

! populations. IN view of the land claims, based on 

| aboriginal land use, it must be considered by all 

} responsible parties, particularly the representative 


organizations have not generated any jobs nor businesses 


| to help native people in any community, although it 





| can be said that today there is an established demand 
| for special talents.--. the,native, Metis and, Indian 
communities giving a false sense of well-being. 

These demands are few and are 
of no economic benefit to my constituents which includes 
| treaty Indians. While I am. not, against the settlement 
| of the Indian land claims, I would like to see this 


matter settled as soon as possible and for all time, 


| 
| 

aan I am concerned with the manner in which the executive 
7 
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members of the native organizations are going about trying 
to achieve whatever may be their objectives. They say 
the conditions in which they found themselves was forced 
on them, and that the democratic processes of this 

-~- of their lives has been interfered with. Yet the native 
people live today in a better condition than they did 
when I was a teenager working on the Mackenzie River. 

The Indian people are shy and 
they wish not to fight with anyone. This is true of all 
native people in the north, and because of these 
traits of character many don't protest what is being 
imposed upon them. They just simply continue what they | 
feel that they must do. 

The Association executive 
demands that a nation and government be formed that is 
acceptable to native, Metis and Indian people; while 
they are unwilling to live by our traditional government, 
they are willing and prepared to impose theirs on us, 
who are free and independent minority Canadians, 

We are an ethnic group and we 
have been able to sustain a unique way of life deep- 
rooted in naturel and-in’ spiritial’'tzrathsy +1 :doenotiwish | 
to see these destroyed by anybody, whether it be white 
or Indian society. Perhaps we are at fault. Those of 
us who are native to the land and/or to communities 
have always been content to accept help in some form -- 
welfare, medical aid, free schooling 
and without making an honest effort to make our 
contribution to maintain these for our children, 
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the Canadian north. 

I believe it is our responsib- 
ility as northerners and Canadians to prepare the way 
forthe economic education of the young for the future. 
The answer does not lie in subserviants to either Indian 
or a white man's way of life, but in a coanpromise between 
the two. I don't believe that the Associations can 
solve the problems any more than the government can, but 
given a chance, individual native men and women can and 
will lift themselves up by their boot straps to find 
their way towards integrated life-styles. I refuse to 
accept the idea that in unity there is power. If this 
idea expressed is true, why are we separating native, 
Metis and Indian people by some community members as 
their oppressors? 

There exists in the Mackenzie 
regionethnic differences. These differences come with 
non-native people. It is a sensitive relation that 
headers think and favor ‘to deal with the’ Federal Govern-| 

ment™on' the basis of aboriginal title. My position has 
always been -that we should not rush or be pushed into 
getting the aboriginal title recognized as a bargaining 
Teo rt is much “too “important for’that;*and because 
other experiences have shown us it is not best for the 
future’ generations, rather ft is said '‘we*should be 
taking some economic control and influence political 
processes in the north, and be participacing inthe 


human and other resource developments. 
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ae Lt favor the pipeline which cannot do any more harm than | 


what has already happened by the people allowing govern- 








| 
, | ment and outside industry to control their economy, and 
i" this has even happened back in hunting and trading. All 
5 the fur that the Indians were forced to trap, they in | 
| turn exported the fur and all they got for it was a 
54 sack of flour and probably a box of shells and a promise 
g | of shells to come but they never got it yet. 
i It must be said as well not 
i 
10) all that happened was bad. There are many people who 
11 | benefitted, even if it was only wages. They have found a 
12 better life stylefrom which many cannot or will not go | 
13 | back. These are some Oe my Own personal viewpoints 
14] on the idea of human development, resource development, 
15 | and many people have expressed to me their need to 
14 participate in.the developing economy in the north. 
17 | We do know and I sympathize with the Indian people 
18 | who are traditionally living by hunting and trapping, 
a but these are so few that it makes me cry to hear them 
20 | talk about a way of life that is dying out, and that 
re | is inevitable, even in this small little community of 
ib Jean Marie River.I don't live here but it is part of 
2) my constituency; I could see about 30 children in 
24 | Gomoaaind to about 20 adults. It's Just a matter of 
25 another 20 years and there would be three times that 
26 | amount of people living here. 
27 Then there's the matter of 
28 | the elders here trying to build a sawmill for the last 


20 years and which they are unable to qet the materials 


that they saw out to market because of no road. ‘here 
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are many things they demand and this means once the 
roads are open there will be tourist attractions here 
and so on, and that means people. So here we have two 
viewpoints: (1) anti-vipeline which is laying out far 
from any road or from any waters, which will not be 


utilized other than for transporting gas, and we have the 


demand for a transportation system which includes roads._ 


I'm more: afraidt of § a-road” than 


I am of a pipeline; and the spin -off effect even here 


| 


in this community and the communities along the Mackenzi4 


River, perhaps there is going to be the destruction of 
a way of life gradually but it is something that the 
people also demand. 

faewish Lnotr wet ge s4608far 2nto 
anything in that line other than outlining to you my 
thoughts, but I do know from many years of experience 
with the Indian people and the other native people -- 
that includes a long-time resident white man in the 
north and those white people who are born here, 
seemingly these people have never benefited from 
any of the explorations that have taken place in the 
north, particularly the treaty Indian people whose trap- 
lines have been damaged extensively, and these things 
concern me, and I am troubled by these practices. 

However, the overall population 
is in demand of trade materials which will allow them 


greater autonomy in determining which kind of economic 


future can best provide the needs -- the need of food, 
she Lter,. and. clothing. Ioamiquite certain, speaking 
as a representative of my office as Territorial Council 
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I am quite certain that the animals that we do have 

left in the country with a rapidly increasing population 

will not provide the food or the clothing that we need, 
In view of these very facts, ' 


I think and I do recommend that you suggest to the 


Federal Government that they settle this matter as soon 

aS possible once and for all. I personally | 
here in this constituency recommend that maybe some kind | 
or royalties can be negotiated for the people in the | 


Northwest Territories here on our non-renewable resources 
and also perhaps along with this they could think up | 
some kind of terms to build a Heritage fund, trust fund which can 
benefit the treaty Indian people who have a deep root 
in? this’ country. Of course ‘this "trust :fundishould 
include all northern people. 

If native people must have 
Special privileges, then I believe that this is a 
federal matter since it is Southern Canada who, more than 
any Other “person” “in the north, that®néedthe senergy | 


resources that we have in the Northwest Territories, 


I think that we should be getting some sort of assured 


future from our natural resource drain here in the 
Northwest Territories, 

I think the rest of the stories 
that you probably have heard in Fort Simpson will have 
spoken specifically in detail as to related matters as 
to the draining’ of* our*natural® résources: to the south. 

I think that we should be compensated for it by the 
reaetal Government assuring us at least a trust fund for 


our native people who are the losers in the long run. 
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Ser eee very much, sir. 
Toe COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr. wWartlterty. I wonder if yor "d let us have your 
written statement so that we c4n keep it and have it 
marked as an exhibit? Thank you. 
(SUBMISSION BY BILL LAFFERTY MARKED EXHIBIT C=2 18) 


| 
WITNESS ASIDE) 






THE CCMMISSTIONER: Does anyone 


else wish to speak? Well, (23id. wait va little white 
longer and see if anyone else wishes Co speak...) L hao 


it's something that maybe on your minds but you may not 


be anxious to come forward, I'm Hot fin fa hurry tongs 





Stuer Wat ae LOUIS NARWEGIAN resumed: 

THE -INPHRPRETER: Louis Norwe=— 
gian said he is going to say a a words about how the 
treaty been taken in Fort Simpsor\ 

His gran| father Norwegian was 
one of those present when the treJty waa taken. The 
Commissioner promise 5 dollars imyearvand wants’ to 
find out why they have to take s5.\a year. He told them 
the white mam would never give $5. \a year for nothing, 
must be something behind the $5. a fear. 

t 


The Commisjioner made the chief 


a promise, the old Norwegian, that : 





F you take the treaty 
you going to get a big barge full yy) grub stake or 
whatever equipment for a year to givi\ to his people. 
He said in three days they'd have a mteting with his 
grandfather, his grandfather was a fa he didn't want 


to take the treaty but they promised h\m a tot) they tei) 


him,."L£ you live qut of town 150 mile:\ in the bush ovr 
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L. Norwegian 
Chief J. Antoine 


wherever you want, even if you want a big heavy cook 
stove, even if white man have to pack it, he bring it 
over to your shack, and this is why you should take 

the treaty. The white people will be of service to you." 

He took the treaty, even if 
you live 50 miles away, 150 miles away out in the bush, | 
they help the old people who are hard up, it doesn't 
matter how many people you have, even if white man have 
to pack the grub to supply these people, that's what 
we do if you took the treaty. 

They talking back and forth 
for three days, three good days, Louis himself was | 
there, but as far as he knows, his grandfather mentioned 
too that they never mentioned the land of the country. 
So the old grandfather, he didn't want to take the 
treaty because’ for no reason at all, so he was a kind 
of spokesman so they took off and they said, "Well you 
just go home now and you take the treaty." 

So they went back and one of 
the old men left behind presantly take the treaty, old 
man was pretty greedy, I guess, so he took $5.00 a year, 
that's what happened. 

It just goes to show how the 
government was treating the Indians in the past up to 
now, so they don't trust the government. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE, resumed: 
THE WITNESS: May I say 


something? This concerns Bill Lafferty’s statement. 
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Chief J. Antoine 


I didn't want to debate cor 
anything in front of you but as the chief of Simpson 
as well as Jean Marie, I disagree with a lot of things 
he said. 

As you may recall the beginning | 
of his statement on Tuesday he said that the Indian 
custom if the man or person is regarded by the rest of 
the people as not very favorable, he's ousted, not 
physically but other ways where he knows -- the person 
who's ousted knows that he's no longer acceptable to 
the people. | 

Later on in this same seein | 
he said that, "The people don't talk to me any more. 
They don't say anything to me any more." 

Inj ny mand tf Stride think that 
alot of culture, a lot o£ reasoning of the people is 
instilled in a lot of us Indian people, even though 
myself, I've gone to -- I learned by the paper white 
man's way and laws; but I also know a lot of my ways 
atsom Léwas. born and grewihip in Rabbitskin. So in enue 
way my grandparents Bane people taught me a lot of 
things, and this is stilVe== Diveustiin got its 

But in the confusion maybe 
Bill Lafferty. forgot,that the custom of the society of 
the Dene is still in existence in this way. He spoke 
to you that he's no longer accepted by his people, and 
if he say that he spoke for his constituency, I disagree 
With him, if don't think he's no longer acceptable 
to nis constituents and Diibecred ie warts te he in the 


people. and if he really wants to find out if he represents 
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Chief J. Antoine 
B. Lafferty 


the people, I suggest that he resign and ask for a bi- 
election and he run again against somebody else and to 
see who really represents this community -- his 
constituency. 

Like I said when I first started 
speaking now that I didn't want to debate, but the way 
I see this, I've travelled in this region as Regional vice+ 
president of the Brotherhood and also on different 
meting trips and talk to a lot of people. The feeling 
I got is that he's no longer acceptable because I haven't 
seen him done anything yet in this constituency, and the 
people in this constituency need a lot of help from the 
Territorial.Council.;aié it's\ effective at.all, 

I'm sorry I have to:say this 
butnwedust shad, to.«That's alll. ve got.. to. savn Than 
you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Anybody else 
wish to say anything? 

MR. LAFFERTY:,.Yes,,Mr. Berger, 

I would like.to make a reply to that. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I'm going to 


alow youpto, Mrea,bafferty,-and then we'll see if the 


‘ people here in Jean Marie wish to discuss the thing I 


came here to discuss; but I understand that these meet- 
ings sometimes go a little beyond what I expected, and 


I want to be fair to everybody. So go ahead. 


BILL LAFFERTY, resumed: 


THE, WITNESS: Well, 1 think 
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B. Lafferty 


just wanted to make a remark that I know the native 
life here is varied across the country, and in the 
discussions with the native world everything has a re- 
lationship in trust and in common with each other, 
intertwined; not like white people, white people think 
in terms of specifics. 

On the other hand, not being 
a representative person the other day I made a statement 
that there are a few individuals who resent those, which 
tse*the*case in politics; and, asi Il indicated! agains ain 
a speech which is not quoted but I definitely said and 
it’s on record, that I was speaking as an individual and | 
there are certain elements anwnorthernesocietyr waren 
e7oose wot) to use my office’ andthat I coula@ynbdt be pan 
ethnic representative, Simply I am a representative 
of all people living in this constituency, and it's 
fastabout halt anhalt, wr wot here,d Metis anda white 
Najyority.’ It  is*difficult for me tortake sides wit 
Indian people or the Metis people or the white neople, 
Wihlem wiht not do. I've said this publicly. I was 
elected on those basis, I wkll remain in the middle 
and I will give individual people who ask and seek 
heloewas ‘much’ ‘support as’ irycan. 

Butitor mMerito support the 
Chambers’ of Commerce, for instance, I will "not do that. 
I will not support the white community members in Fort 


Simpson; for that matter I'will not support the Indian 


community members of Fort Simpson. I will represent 


them as -a total people and as w@ Cokal canmmunity, ame 


L've said that and it's on the record, sir. 
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BORN AR YY. 25 B5C. 


B. Lafferty 





1| wh Thank you. 

2 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

3 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 

4 | THE COMMISSIONER: I think that 
| we've had a useful afternoon and I'll ask you, since 

6 | I'm going to close the meeting, to interpret what I'm 

7 | saying, Mr. Kazon. 

7 I want to thank you, Mr. 

> Norwegian, as the sub-chief for Jean Marie River, and 
10] Mr. Sanguez and Mr. Dikaitis, Mr. Kazon, Chief Antoine, | 

| and representative Lafferty for the contribution you | 


have made this afternoon, 

I'm anxious to hear from each 
one of you, and what each of you say helps me to under- 
stand what the likely impact would be if a pipeline 


16 | and an energy corridor were developed up the Mackenzie 





7|| Valley, I do want you to understand that I am appre- 
| ciative to each one of you for what you've said today. 


Would you translate that for 





me, Mr. Kazon? 


| 

- Thank you for allowing us to 
visit you this afternoon, and for coming to the Hearing. | 
We will adjourn the Inquiry until it reconvenes in 

a4{ Yellowknife on Monday, September 15th at 1 P.M. 


25} (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO OCTOBER 6, 1975) 
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